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This invention relates to improvements in dec-‘j 
orative mat coverings of the ?exible sheet type‘ 
and is a continuation-in-part of my co-pending 
application Serial No. 136,220, ?led December 
31, 1949 now abandoned. Mats of the type to ' 
which my invention has particular application 
have utility in the ornamental surface ?nishing 
of Walls, floors, ceilings, columns and the like, 
and in the execution of signs, devices, lettering 
and like designs and motifs. 

' The invention has for an object to provide a 
decorative mat covering which may be readily 
and economically manufactured, which may be 
conveniently and e?iciently applied to building 
construction members, and which will readily 
conform to the surfaces supporting the same. 
A further object is to provide a method. of mak 

ing a mat for the purposes described, which will 
be e?icient and economical in practice and simple 
and relatively rapid in execution. 
Another object is to provide a decorative mat 

covering in which a variety of ornamental de~ 
signs may be arranged with facility and econ 
omy. . 

These and other advantages of my invention 
will be discernible from the detailed descrip 
tion thereof hereinafter set forth. 
According to the invention, the decorative mat 

covering is constructed upon a primary, backing 
of ?exible sheet characteristics of any suitable 
material permitting the installation thereof 
against conventional building surfaces or grounds 
for permanent adhesion thereto. Arranged upon 
the outer surface of this primary backing is a 
plurality of tile pieces of glass, ceramics, or like 
ornamental substances which may be formed or 
?tted together to e?ect a mosaic pattern of any 
desired shapes or designs, these tiles being cus 
tomarily spaced apart about their marginal edges 
to provide ornamental joints which may be 
pointed up to produce a harmonizing and pleas 
ing surface ?nish. 

Interposed between the primary backing and 
the tile pieces carried thereby, is a lamination 
of buckram cloth, or like substance, having the 
essential characteristic of ready oxidation by 
heating, the buckram having been pre-treated 
with any disintegration-promoting agent, such 
as sulphuric acid, whereby when the mat assem 
bly is heated, the buckram will undergo substan 
tial ‘decomposition or fall away. The back faces 
of the tile pieces are united to the primary back 
ing with any suitable adhesive known in the art, 
this adhesive penetrating the buckram which 
serves in my method to support the tile pieces 
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in their design arrangement for transfer to‘ the 
primary backing. 
My invention is exempli?ed by the mat cov 

ering shown in the accompanying drawing in 
which the views are as follows, like reference nu~ 
merals designating analogous parts throughout 
the several ?gures: 

Fig. 1, a fragmentary plan of one form of mat 
. structure to which the invention may be applied; 
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Fig. 2, a transverse vertical section taken 
through a row of tiles as depicted in Fig. l; and 

Fig. 3, an enlarged fragmentary plan of the 
mat in one of the phases of its construction. 

Illustrated in Fig. 1 is a form of my invention. 
wherein I provide a primary backing l composed 
of any material suitable for installation against 
a building construction surface for permanent 
adhesion thereto. This backing may be of cork, 
wirecloth or other sheet ?exible substance con 
ventional in the art and adapted to withstand 
the deteriorating effects of dampness, handling 
in installing, etc. . 

overlying the primary backing is a layer, of 
buckram strips 2 upon each of which is arranged 
a plurality of tile pieces 3, of glass, stone, ceram-_ 
ice, or other ornamental material selected for 
the particular design or device which it is de 
sired to produce. The strips are spaced relative 
to each other to provide marginal channels 4, 
and the tiles are likewise spaced laterally of each 
other to form joints which are ?llable with a 
suitable pointing material, as at 5. ' 
An adhesive substance suitable for uniting the 

tiles 3 to the primary backing I, is then applied 
intermediate these members, this adhesive pene 
trating through the strips 2. The adhesive may 
be any of the well known compositions used by 
those skilled in the art, but preferably of char 
acteristics to resist heat applied in the practice 
of other forms of the invention. 

It will be seen that when the tiles are arranged 
upon the strips, which are in turn arranged upon 
the primary backing, the uniting phase of my 
method is accomplished in a single operation. 

Again, the strips are shiftable relative to each 
other so as to position the tiles in staggered re 
lation whereby to produce the desired pattern 
in mosaic arrangement, at the same time that 
the intermediate backing formed by the strips 
permits the adhesive to penetrate therethrough 
to bond the tiles to the primary backing. Thus, 
the operations involved in bonding the tiles to an 
intermediate strip backing and then, in turn, 
bonding the intermediate backing to a primary 
backing, are reduced to the single step of bond 
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ing the tiles to the primary backing directly 
through an adhesive penetrating the interme 
diate backing. 

Fig. 3 illustrates the application of my inven 
tion to a single piece of intermediate backing 6, 
of buckram or like reticulatedmaterial. A char 
acteristic ‘of this fabric is that it shall disinte 
grate relatively early in the installation of the 
mat, or when pre-treated as hereinbefore de 
scribed, to disintegrate or fall away upon the ap 
plication of heat, as in an oven or like heating 
chamber within which the assembled mat may 
be deposited. The tiles 3 may be arranged upon 
the buckram 6 in any desired-formation, leaving 
marginal spaces 1 between the '- a'djacent. tile 
pieces. With the adhesive interposed between 
the tiles and primary backing, and having pene 
trated the buckram 6, the mat ‘may be'exposed to 
heat to decompose the buckram. The assembled 
layers constituting the mat having been united, 
with suitable compression exerted thereupon if 
desired, the spaces 1 may be pointedup after the 
installation of the mat upon its supporting sur 
face. 

It is to be understood that the primary backing 
1 may be of a wire-cloth in the practice of this 
invention and in this form, the spaces 1 provide 
a through interstice intermediate the supporting 
surface .and the outer surface of the mat. Thus, 
a bonding- agent, such as cement, pointing com 
pound, or the like, may be cast into these spaces 
wherebyto. supplement t -e bonding character 
istics of the mat to the supporting surface thereof. 
Of course, the invention is suceptible to vari 

ous modi?cations thereofv without departing from 
the scope of the appended claims. 
Having thus described the invention and‘the 

mode of its practice, what I claim as new and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is: 

' 1.‘ The herein described method for making a 
decorative mat covering, comprising the steps of 
treating a reticulated fabric intermediate back 
ing with a fabric-degenerating agent responsive 
to heat, interposing the intermediate backing be 
tween a primary backing and an ‘outer layer of 
ornametal tiles, applying an adhesive to the in 
termediate backing for penetration therethrough 
to cement the tiles to the primary backing, and 

4 
subjecting the mat assembly to heat for the de 
generation of said intermediate backing whereby 
to effect the intimate bonding of the tiles to said 
primary backing. 

2. The herein described method for making a 
decorative mat covering,.comprising the steps of 
treating a reticulated fabric intermediate back 
ing with sulphuric acid to promote the degenera 

.> tion thereof on application of heat thereto, inter 
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posing the treated fabric between a primary 
‘backing. and an outer layer of tiles, applying an 
‘adhesive to the intermediate backing for pene 
tration therethrough to cement the tiles to the 
primary backing, and subjecting the resultant 
:mat assembly to heating for the degeneration of 
the intermediate, backing whereby to effect the 
intimate bonding of said tiles with the primary 
backing. 

3.- The herein described method for making a 
decorative mat covering; comprising the steps of 
treating, a buckram intermediate backing with 
sulphuric acid to promote the degeneration 
thereof under heating, applying an adhesive to 
theintermediate backing for penetration there 
through, interposing the intermediate backing 
between a primary backing and an outer layer 
of ornamental tiles to cement the tiles to the 
primary backing, and subjecting the resultant 
mat assembly to heating for. the degeneration 
of the intermediate backing whereby to effect the 
intimate bonding of the tiles to the primary 
backing. 
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