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1 
This invention relates to catamenial supports, 

and more particularly to such a support em 
bodying shielded means for fastening a cata 
menial pad in supported position. 
The catamenial supports commonly in use 

have basic defects in that the fastening means 
is exposed, cause uncomfortable contact of metal 
with the skin, and frequently pinch or otherwise 
induce discomfort. In addition, it is necessary 
that these supports comprise as little bulk as 
possible, particularly when in use. 
Having in mind the defects of the prior art 

devices, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a catamenial support having shielded 
fasteners that are precluded from contacting the 
wearer. 

It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide a catamenial support of little bulk and 
which will be substantially imperceptable in use. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
vide a catamenial support having simplicity of 
design, economy of construction and e?iciency 
in use. 
The foregoing objects and other ancillary 

thereto are preferably accomplished in accord 
ance with a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, by a support having- an elastic waist band 
supporting a thin fabric support which may be 
in the form _of a strip to be suspended through 
the crotch or in the form of a panty. A pair of 
loops are ?xed to the fabric support in spaced 
relation to surround the end portions of a cata 
menial pad. A pair of fasteners, for securing 
the ends of a pad, are suspended by elastic strips 
from the waist band, and these elastic strips and 
fasteners are enclosed within a pair of narrow 
pockets formed on the fabric support and ex 
tending downwardly from the waist band and 
open at the bottom. 
The novel features that are considered charac 

teristic of the invention are set forth with par 
ticularity in the appended claims. The invention 
itself, however, both as to its organization and 
its method of operation, together with additional 
objects and advantages thereof, will best be un 
derstood from the following description of spe 
ci?c embodiments when read in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, wherein like ref 
erence characters indicate like parts throughout 
the several ?gures and in which: 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a cata 
menial halter in accordance with the present 
invention; 
Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view correspond 

ing to line 2—-2 of Figure 1; 
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Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sec 
tional view, similar to Figure 2, and showing the 
fastener support and enclosure, and 
Figure 4 is a view in perspective of a modi? 

cation of the invention incorporating a panty. 
Referring now to the drawings, speci?cally to 

Figure 1, a catamenial support in accordance 
with the present invention comprises an elas 
tic waist band H, to which is secured a thin 
fabric support l2, which maybe in the form .of 
a strip secured at its ends to the waist band II 
and adapted to be suspended through the crotch 
of the wearer. This type of structure is gener 
ally referred to as a halter. 
A pair of loops I3 is secured transversely of 

the fabric support l2 and substantially equi 
distant from the center thereof to surround and 
locate the end portions of a catamenial pad P, 
as best shown in Figure 2. The support I2 is 
provided with a liner or double layer of mate 
rial I2a, through the crotch portion and be 
tween said loops I3, the liner lia terminating 
and being secured to the fabric support I2 be 
neath the loops [3. 
An elongated narrow pocket 14 is provided on 

the inner side of the fabric support I2 at each 
end thereof. These pockets I4 extend down 
wardly from the waist band H and are open at 
their lower ends. A strip of elastic I5 is dis 
posed within each of the pockets M, the upper 
ends of said strips l5 being secured to the Waist 
band II, and fasteners I6 being secured to the 
lower ends of said strips l5 and resiliently sup 
ported by said strips within the respective pock 
ets 14. 
The fasteners It, as best shown in Figure 3, 

are preferably of the type comprising a rigid 
frame I‘! forming an elongated loop tapering to 
ward its lower end I8 for straddling a headed 
stud [9 that is carried by a ?exible strip 20 that 
is attached to the upper end of the frame IT. 
This form of fastener has the advantage of re 
ducing Wear on the parts, avoiding pointed in 
struments, such as pins, that may in?ict injury 
or discomfort and of occupying the minimum 
space or bulk. 
A modi?cation of the invention is shown in 

Figure 4 wherein the fabric support I2’ is in the 
form of a panty rather than a narrow strip. 
In other respects, the structure is identical to 
that previously described as is evident from the 
drawing except that the liner l2a’ conforms to 
the con?guration to the panty instead of be 
ing a straight strip. 
The use of either form of the device is the 

same except that the use of the panty modi?ca 
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3 
tion of Figure 4 may preclude the necessity for - 
an extra garment of this type. In any event, 
in use, a catamenial pad P is disposed within 
the support [2 or ['2' and its end portions are 
respectively inserted in the loops l3, as shown 
in Figure 2. The tabs or the like on the ends 
of the pad P are then secured by withdrawing 
the fasteners l6 from the pockets I4 by stretch 
ing the elastic strips 15, ?tting the tab over 
the respective stud l9 and clinching the tab by 
straddling the stud with the tapered loop por 
tion l8. The elastic strip [5 then retracts the 
fasteners into the pockets 14 so that there can 
be no contact between the fasteners and the 
wearer. 

Although certain speci?c embodiments of the 
invention have been shown and described, it is 
obvious that many modi?cations thereof are pos 
sible. The invention, therefore, is not to be re 
stricted except insofar as is necessitated by the 
spirit of the appended claims in the light of the 
prior art. 
What I claim is: 
l. A catamenial support comprising an elastic 

waist band, a fabric support suspended from said 
waist band to be supported through the crotch 
of a wearer, a narrow open-bottom pocket on 
the inner side of each end of said fabric support 
and extending downwardly from said waist band, 
a pair of elastic strips, each secured at one end 
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4 
to said waist band and one within each said 
pocket, a fastener comprising a stud and partial 
ly encircling loop on the free end of each said 
elastic strip and normally supported thereby 
within its pocket ‘but resiliently extendable there 
from to facilitate fastening to the respective ends 
of a catamenial pad, a pair of loops secured 
transversely on the inner side of said fabric 
support and respectively spaced from each other 
and below said pockets to surround the end por 
tions of a catamenial pad, and a double layer of 
material on said fabric support only between said 
loops. 

2. A catamenial support as de?ned in claim 1, 
wherein said fabric support comprises a narrow 
strip. 

3. A catamenial support as de?ned in claim 1, 
wherein said fabric support comprises a panty. 
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