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This invention relates to apparatus for testing 
the physical properties of materials by subjecting 
said materials to vibration. 
An object of this invention is the provision of 

e?icient yet simple means of vibrating materials 
or mechanical systems over a wide range of fre 
quencies wherein a controlled starting system is 
provided for bringing the test specimen up to a 
mode of natural resonant frequency. 
Although vibration test apparatus have been 

developed whereby automatic vibration frequency 
and amplitude can be maintained, as for example 
by an electrical self-excitation loop, the transi 
tion from the time when the specimen is at rest 
to the time when the desired motion is obtained 
might be an erratic operation. In other words, 
in previous vibration testing apparatus utilizing 
a self-excited loop system, starting has been ef 
fected by advancing the amplitude controls to the 
point where noise signals or an actual mechanical 
blow on the specimen would provide energy to 
initiate self-excitation. As a result, the initial 
self-excitation signal response around the loop 
was of such a phase as to be completely arbitrary 
and consequently, for sustained vibration of the 
test piece, the phase adjustment as well as the 
amplitude controls would require considerable 
manipulation. In fact, under such starting con 
ditions the controlling signal may have instan 
taneous characteristics so as to cause severe jump 
ing of the specimen and at times causing damag 
ing electrical. surges in the electrical equipment. 
Thus, the test specimen is brought to a desired 
vibration by more of a trial and error procedure 
which is not conducive to accurate and depend 
able fatigue measurement. 

It is the primary object of this invention to pro 
vide smooth controlled transition from zero to de 
sired vibration of the test piece in a self-excited. 
vibration system by initially providing oscillator 
excitation, and then, transferring without inter 
ruption to self-excitation so that the vibration re 
mains constant in amplitude during the transi 
tion period thereby eliminating the possibility of 
overstressing the specimen. 

Therefore, a particular feature of this invention 
resides in the provision of a completely controlled 
starting system for bringing the test specimen up 
to the desired vibratory motion whereby the ap 
paratus can be electrically shifted over to permit 
continued and automatic control by self-ex 
citation. 
These and other objects of this invention will 

become readily apparent from the following de 
tailed description of the drawing in which; 
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2 
Fig. 1 is a schematic layout of the test apparatus 

with labeled electrical units Well-known in the art 
being illustrated. 

Fig. 2 is a schematic wiring diagram of the 
mixer-fader cf Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 3 is a schematic wiring diagram of the 
starting and bucking voltage supply unit of Fig. 1. 

Referring to Fig. 1, a self-excitation loop is 
shown comprising an amplitude control unit (in 
dicated by dotted lines) which supplies a con 
trolling signal to a power ampli?er it? which in 
turn energizes a vibration motor l2. As indicated 
by the dotted line M, the vibration motor is 
operatively connected to the test specimen to vi 
brate the same while the specimen in turn, as 
indicated by the dotted line It, has operatively 
connected thereto a vibration pickup l8. . The vi 
bration pickup provides a signal to the pickup line 
?lter 26, which is of the band pass type having 
cut-o?' frequencies of, for example, twenty and 
?ve hundred cycles per second, so as to prevent 
excessively high frequency oscillation and also 
to eliminate self-excitation of the fundamental 
low frequency mode of the entire mechanical as 
sembly. The signal from the line ?lter 26 is then 
passed into the amplitude control unit as in— 
dicated by the arrow. The amplitude control 
unit, to be described more fully hereinafter, is 
provided with a source of A. C‘. power which is 
regulated to a desired voltage by a voltage regu» 
lator, as shown, and fed into a D. 0. power supply 
which provides suitable voltages for operating the 
various elements of the amplitude control ‘unit. 
The detailed power supply network is omitted 
herein for convenience as it does not form a spe 
ci?c part of this invention. _ 
The primary function of the amplitude control 

unit is to maintain the specimen amplitude in a 
natural resonant mode at any desirable amplitude 
level commensurate with the power capabilities 
of the power ampli?er lo and the vibration motor 
E2. The normal operation of the test apparatus 
is based on a self-excitation technique whereby 
an A. C. signal from the vibration pickup 18 at 
tached to the specimen is used as the voltage and 
frequency source which eventually drives the 
power ampli?er for sustained vibration. It is 
necessary that the pickup signal be properly 
phased and that an automatic control of speci— 
men amplitude be provided hence these functions 
are performed by the amplitude control unit 
which in addition includes suitable starting and 
monitory facilities. 
As illustrated in Fig. 1, the major, normal elec 

trical flow for the self-excitationloop is indicated 
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by the arrows while the other components not con 
nected by the arrows are used for amplitude con 
trol, monitoring, starting, and the supply of suit 
able operating potentials. For an understanding 
of the entire system it is best to describe the op 
eration of the unit rather than to single out at 
this point the functions of any particular com 
ponent of the system. 
During starting, or during normal operation of 

the loop, the balanced modulator 3e provides a 
means for automatic control of the signal level 
around the self-excitation loop. It has a gain 
characteristic which is an inverse function of a 
controlling D. C. bias voltage which is impressed 
via the line 32 from the starting and bucking ‘volt 
age supply unit 3%. Normally the unit 34 is ad 
justed in relation to the control ampli?er and 
recti?er 38 since the latter produces a D. C. bias 
ing signal derived from the pickup signal ‘which 
appears at the output of ?lter 20. In normal 
operation, only a relatively small biasing voltage 
is directed to the balanced modulator and hence 
for starting, the voltage supply unit 312 has a 
negative range of, for example, minus vfour to zero 
volts. A positive range of voltage is also provided 
in the unit 31% for a purpose that will become ap 
parent hereinafter. 

Hence, during starting, when no vibration pick 
up signal is being generated from the test piece 
and consequently when there is no output ‘from 
the control ampli?er and recti?er 36, the voltage 
supply unit 34' will be'adjusted to provide a suit‘ 
able negative D. C. bias voltage to the balanced 
modulator. Moreover, the ampli?er 3-5 ‘will be 
adjusted to zero gain upon initial starting so that 
during starting there will be no bias interference 
from this unit as a pickup signal is created. To 
provide a suitable starting signal, an oscillator is‘) 
is provided which feeds a signal to the mixer 
tader ‘i2 which, in turn, for starting purposes, is 
‘set to pass only the signal of the oscillator to the 
balanced modulator. Since it is desired, for ex 
ample, that the balanced modulator and mixer— 
fader combination have a nominal gain of: one, 
a meter 44 reading the gain in relative decibels 
is provided so that the biasing voltage being 
fed to the modulator by a manual setting of the 
unit 34 can be adjusted to the value which pro 
duces the nominal operating gain. With the fre 
quency of the generated signal set by the oscilla 

tor so at specimen resonance, the power attenuator (35 may be adjusted to obtain the de 

sired signal level at the input to the power ampli 
' ?er w to drive the specimen at the desired ampli 
tude of vibration. ' 
This method of power level adjustment insures 

that the balanced modulator is always operated 
at a point Where its gain and control character 
istics are closely de?ned since the nonlinear rela 
tionship between the balanced modulator gain 
and its biasing voltage might otherwise permit 
unstable operation of the system if an a=ppropri~ 
ate nominal operating point which is de?ned by 
the meter M were not consistently established. 
The balanced modulator is in fact an ampli?er 
having a grid bias which is varied in accordance 
with the signal generated by the pickup i8 dur 
ing normal operation thus causing a correspond 
ing variation in gain. The amplitude control 
unit under these conditions now functions as a 
constant gain ampli?er and the oscillator as the 
signal source drives the specimen since, as pre 
viously mentioned, the control ampli?er as is set 
to a zero gainso as not to produce any variation in 
the biasing voltage being fed to the modulator 50. 
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4 
The next step toward self-excitation oi the 

system is obtained by introducing a suitable 
amount of a self-generated controlling signal. 
This is accomplished by reducing the bias volt 
age from the voltage supply unit 36 to a zero 
value and replacing it with an equal bias voltage 
by allowing the necessary amount of signal to 
pass through the control ampli?er '35 which at 
this time will be receiving a signal from the pick" 
up line ?lter. It should be noted that the control 
ampli?er 35 is labeled as also being a recti?er 
inasmuch as it converts the A. C. signal from 
the pickup line ?lter into a controlling D. C. bias 
voltage. At this stage of operation the ampli 
tude level and gain of the entire system is still 
the same although now it is generating its own 
control signal, i. .e.., via the control ampli?er 3% 
and the voltage supply unit 34 to the balanced 
modulator 30. 

Self-excitation can then be obtained by divorc 
ing the system from its oscillator excitation. It 
will be noted that up :to this point the mixer 
fader 42 had been set so asto :pass only the oscil 
lator signal so that no signal from the pick-up 
line?lter along the path of the arrows is passed 
beyond the mixer-iader. .Since sel-fr-excitationis 
obtained by divorcing'the system from its oscilla 
tor excitation it is necessary that thesignal from 
the pickup line ?lter and ‘the oscillator signal be 
matched in phase and magnitude .so that .a sub~ 
sequent substitution of excitation signals can be 
made Without variation inrspecimen vibration. 
This is accomplished by adjusting the phase 
shifter 58 and the pickup ampli?er 52 so that 
an .in-phase and equal magnitude presentation is 
obtained on the oscilloscope thus indicating that 
the pickup and oscillator signals are matched. 
The oscilloscope is a conventional unit having 

its vertical and horizontal ampli?ers of identical 
phase response over .the frequency range of the 
equipment. ' 

The vmixer-fader is capable of smoothly inter 
changing, one for the other, two signals of [the 
same frequency phase and magnitude in such a 
manner that'its output is constant during the 

mixing operation. Hence, the pickup. signal readily substituted for the oscillator signal in the 

system As seen in Fig. 2 the .rnixer-fader ‘unit 
is a double triode ampli?er having .a-icommen 
plate load and .a gain of about one. it has two 
input connections, one from the pickup ampli?er 
and the other from the oscillator. The amount 
of signal from each channel which is presented 
to the mixer is controlled jointly by using a 
linear, dual, potentiometer. If the fractional 
amount of movement of control .55 .is denoted by 
on, then the signal presented to grid 51 or the 
mixer llLEA and the signal presented to .grid 52 
is (l———u) EB .as can be seen in Fig. 2. Thus, in 
one extreme position of the control only EA 1 
appears in the output and in the’ other extreme 
position, only EB appears, while proportionate 
parts appear for intermediate potentiometer con 
trol positions. ' _ 

When running self -excited the control ampli 
?er .36 is operatedat a suitable gain thus provid 
ing, via the voltage supply unit 34, a controlling 
bias voltage (proportional to the pickup linesig~ 
nal) to the balanced modulator which because 
of its inverse gain characteristics makes possible 
a stabilized and controlled specimen amplitude. 
The degree of correction for a given change in 
the system, i. e., the control sensitivity, is influ 
enced by the series combination of the control 
ampli?er 3S; and the bucking voltage supply unit 
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34. As previously mentioned, the voltage supply 
unit 3% has a small negative range and a positive 
range of any desirable magnitude, for example, 
a positive range up to one hundred volts. The 
polarity mentioned here is by example only since 
all that is necessary is that the voltage supply 
unit 3d opposes the D. C. bias generated by the 
control ampli?er 35 and since the normal oper 
ating bias voltage required for the balanced mod 
ulator is relatively small a large bucking voltage 
from the supply unit 35 demands a slightly larger 

controlling bias voltage from the ampli?er In effect the resultant controlling bias applied 

to the balanced modulator might be the difference 
between two relatively large voltages of similar 
magnitude one being the stable bucking voltage 
of the unit 33 and the other the control bias 
which fundamentally varies with the specimen 
amplitude. With a differential signal of this type 
a high sensitivity of control can be realized. ‘‘ 
Since the bucking voltage from the supply unit 
34 is adjustable and the gain of the control ampli— 
?er 35 is adjustable within limits, the control 
sensitivity may be varied by a considerable 
amount; however, the limits of control sensitivity 
are established by the mechanical characteristics 
of the specimen and also by the amplitude at 
which it is run. OI" course, it is apparent that 
some intermediate degree of sensitivity will be 
desirable inasmuch as an extreme of sensitivity 
may cause hunting in the system. 
The starting and bucking voltage supply unit, 

illustrated better in Fig. 3, provides a voltage 
source variable for example from —s to +100 
volts which is placed in series with the control 
ampli?er and balanced modulator. Thus, in 
starting a specimen, when the output from the 
control amplifier is zero, the required bias (—2 
volts) can be provided by the starting and buck 
ing supply to operate the balanced modulator at 
the nominal gain level until the specimen is 
vibrating. The starting bias is then reduced to 
zero and replaced by the controlling bias signal 
from the control ampli?er 3E. The positive buck 
ing supply voltage is used to increase control sen 
sitivity as described above. 

It is therefore apparent that as a result of this 
invention a simple yet accurately controllable 
testing apparatus is provided. wherein during 
starting and in subsequent normal operation the . 
vibrations of the test specimen are under com 
plete and well-de?ned control. 
Although only one embodiment of this inven 

tion is illustrated and described herein it is obvi 
ous that various changes may be made in the 
components and the arrangement thereof with 
out departing from the scope of this novel con 
cept. 
What is desired by Letters Patent is: 
1. In a materials testing machine, electrically 

excited means for vibrating the test piece at its 
natural frequency including electrically operated 
mechanism for controlling the amplitude of 
vibration of said test piece, power means actuated 
by the vibrations of said test piece for exciting 
said vibrating means, said electrically excited 
means and said power means forming a self 
excited loop, manually controllable electrical 
means operatively connected to said vibrating 
means for initially starting the vibrations of said 
test iece, comparator means operatively con~ 
nected to the loop and said starting means for 
measuring the amplitude and phase of said power 
means and said electrical means, and means op 
eratively connected with said loop for disabling 
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6 
said power means during starting and including 
operative connections to said starting means for 
switching from said electrical starting means to 
said self-excited loop when the amplitude and 
phase of said power means and said electrical 
starting means are substantially identical. 

2. In an electrical vibration apparatus for test 
ing the physical properties of a specimen having 
a self-excited loop, said loop comprising power 
operated vibration means for vibrating the speci 
men, pickup means operatively connected to the 
specimen for generating a pickup signal respon 
sive to the vibration characteristics of the speci 
men, and an amplitude control unit for automati 
cally controlling the amplitude of vibration of the 
specimen, said amplitude control unit compris~ 
ing, a circuit for closing the loop including, means 
for manually varying the phase and amplitude 
of said pickup signal, modulator means, and 
power attenuating means for manually varying 
the desired amplitude characteristics of the loop 
energy being passed to the specimen vibration 
means, a biasing circuit including amplifying 
means responsive to the magnitude of said pick 
up signal for introducing a controlling bias to said 
modulator means, and starting mechanism for 
controllably bringing the specimen up to the de 
sired vibration comprising oscillating means for 
introducing a starting signal to said modulator 
means, manually controlled biasing means opera 
tively connected to said biasing circuit for obtain 
ing an output from said modulator means of de 
sired characteristics, means for comparing the 
characteristics of the starting signal and the 
pickup signal resulting from the starting vibra 
tions of the specimen, said means for manually 
varying the phase and amplitude of said pickup 
signal being utilized for adjusting said pickup 
signal to match with said starting signal, and 
means for converting from starting operation to 
automatic operation comprising control mecha 
nism for adjusting said biasing circuit, and man 
ually controlled mixing means located in said loop 
for substituting said pickup signal for said start 
ing signal. 

3. In a materials testing apparatus for vibrat 
ing a specimen comprising a self-excited loop for 
self-sustained vibrations, said loop including elec 
trically operated vibration mechanism for vibrat 
ing the test piece and power means responsive to 
the vibrations of the specimen for generating a 
controlling signal, modulator means, and an elec~ 
trical unit for controllably passing said signal to 
said modulator; means responsive to the magni 
tude of said controlling signal for producing a 
primary biasing signal to said modulator means 
to eirect said controlling signal and maintain 
a controlled specimen amplitude including means 
for manually varying said biasing signal, in com 
bination with a starting circuit comprising, a 
source for producing a starting vibration signal 
through said electrical unit, said unit being capa~ 
ble of passing to said modulator only said starting 
signal during starting, a secondary electrical bias 
source for impressing a controlling secondary bias 
on said modulator commensurate with the start 
ing signal passing therethrough to obtain a con 
stant gain, the biasing signal from said primary 
biasing signal means being reducible to zero dur 
ing starting, means for manipulating said pri 
mary and secondary biasing means whereby said 
primary biasing means eifects said modulator, 
means for comparing the phase and amplitude 
characteristics of said starting signal and said 
controlling signal after vibration is initiated in 
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the specimen, means for varying the phase of 
amplitude of said controlling signal to synchro 
nize with said starting signal, and means for op 
erating said electrical unit for simultaneously 
interchanging said controlling signal for said 
starting signal and passing same to said modnw 
lator means to permit automatic excitation and 
control of said loop. 

4. In an automatic vibration test apparatus for 
testing the physical properties of a test specimen 
having a self-excited loop system including 
mechanism for vibrating the specimen, a signal 
producing vibration pickup responsive to vibra 
tions of the specimen and modulator means; a 
controlling biasing means operatively connected 
to said modulator and said pick-up, the output of 
said. biasinT means being proportional to the 
vibration pickup signal, means for controllably 
starting the vibrations of the test piece includ 
ing a source of electrical oscillations and man 
ually controlled biasing means operatively con 
nected to said loop system and said modulator 
means respectively, and means in said loop for 
interchanging said starting signal means with 
said pickup signal for transmission to said modu 
lator means and converting to automatic opera 
tion whereby the loop system remains substan 
tially unchanged in electrical characteristics. 

5‘. In a materials testing machine, electrically 
excited means for vibrating the test piece at its 
natural frequency including electrically oper 
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ated mechanism for controlling the amplitude 
of vibration of the test piece, means operatively 
connected to the test piece and generating an 
electrical signal in response to the vibrations of 
the test piece for exciting said vibrating means, 
said electrically excited means and said signal 
generating means forming a self-excited loop, 
signal producing electrical means operatively 
connected to said vibrating means for initially 
starting the vibrations of said test piece, means 
for modifying the phase of the signal from said 
signal generating means, mechanism operatively 
connected to said signal generating and signal 
producing means for disabling self excitation by 
said loop including electrical elements for replac 
ing the signal of said signal producing means 
with the signal of said signal generating means, 
said last mentioned mechanism including an elec 
trical unit for maintaining the .characteristicsio-f 
the signal ?owing to said vibrating means sub 
stantially constant during replacement of said 
signals. 
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