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1 
This invention relates to improvements in col» 

lapsible supports for garment hangers. 
A primary object of the invention is the pro» 

vision of a collapsible support which may conveniently mounted, on the inner side of the 

door of a closet or other compartment and which 
is designed and constructed in such a manner 
as to assure maximum utilization of a limited 
amount of storage space. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a device of the character indicated 
wherein the garment supporting element is piv~ 
otally attached to a base supporting element and 
may be swung to an inclined operative position 
or alternatively may be collapsed to a compact 
condition substantially parallel to the base ele~ 
ment, thereby occupying a minimum of space. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a device of the character indicated 
having a novel and durable arrangement for 
limiting the movement of the garment support 
ing element between its incli ed operative posh 
tion and its retracted or collapsed position. 
An additional object of the invention is the 

provision of a device of the character described 
having a simple and positive latching means ar 
ranged to substantially automatically loci: tr e 
garment supporting element in vertical retracted 
position by the action of gravity and which need 
only be raised slightly to allow the garment sup 
porting element to be swung to operative posi 
tlon. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a device of the character described 
which is lightweight and durable and which may 
be fabricated simply, rapidly and inexpensively. 
The foregoing objects as well as additional ob 

jects and advantages of the invention will be 
readily apparent in the course of the following 
detailed description taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawing which illustrates a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, and 
wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the collapsible 
support with the garment supporting element 
shown in open or inclined operative position; 

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the device 
in collapsed condition; 

Fig. 3 is a side view of the device in open 0p~= 
erative condition together with an enlarged de~ 
tail view of the manner of connecting the tie or 
strap member to the garment supporting ele 
ment; 

Fig. 3a is a showing on an enlarged scale of 
the portion of the structure of Fig. 3 the arm it 
with its pivotal connection to member i2. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged detailed perspective view 
of the lower portion of the device; 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail view of the upper 
portion of the device and illustrates the inter~ 
relationship of the base supporting element, the 
garment supporting element and the latching 
member; and 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view similar to Fig. 5 but 
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2 
illustrating the operation of the latching mem 
ber. 

Referring now to the drawing in greater de~ 
tall, the collapsible support includes the base 
member or mounting element It which is pref 
erably flat and elongated and which may be 
formed, if desired, from synthetic plastic mate 
rial or the like, as may the other component 
elements of the device. Adjacent its upper and 
lower ends respectively, and intermediate there 
oi‘, base member is is provided with the mount~ 
ing apertures II for the reception of screws or 
other fastening elements so that the base mem 
ber may be readily secured in substantially verti 
cal position to the wall or the inside of the door 
of a closet or other storage compartment. 
Adjacent the lower end of base member l0, 

an elongated bar or garment supporting mem~ 
ber 12 is swingably mounted as by means of 
the hinge or pivotal connection l3. In order to 
prevent torsional distortion of the supporting 
member if: under load, base member IQ is pro 
"Yi ed adjacent its lower end with a pair of 

ierably integral guiding members or tongues 
it rich extend within a pair of slots l5 formed 
in supporting member [2, as best shown in Fig. .4. 
t will also be noted that supporting member i2 

is preferably channel-shaped for maximum 
strength and that the side ?anges lieu thereof 

over the sides of base member iii in the col~ 
lapsed condition or" the device, as shown in Fig. 5. 
An important feature of the invention resides 

in the manner of interconnecting supporting 
more er 
for the swingable extension or" said supporting 
member in its operative inclined position of Fig. 
3 and, alternatively, to provide for its retraction 
into substantially vertical inoperative position 
Figs. 2 and 5). For this purpose a slidable, rigid 

tie member or arm it is hingedly connected at its 
outer end as at ill to supporting member l2. As 
best seen in the enlarged detail view as shown in 
Fig. 3a of the pivotal connection of arm it to 
member it of Fig. 3, hinge connection ll prefer 
ably comprises the hinge bracket it which may 
be secured to supporting member I2 in any suit 
able manner, as for example, screw is or a rivet. 
Since supporting :ember l2 may be formed of 
synthetic plastic material, hinge bracket it may 
be secured thereto by heat sealing means such 
as a plastic rivet in lieu of screw IS. 
The front face of base member i0 is provided 

with a rectangular recess 26 for the reception of 
slidable arm 16 in the collapsed condition of the 
device. In the lower portion of recess 29, base 
member is is formed with a slot 2! for slidable 

reception of the lower end of tie member 16. this purpose tie member it is formed adjacent 

its lower end with a pair of inwardly extending 
slots 22 (see Fig. 1i) and a terminal locking pro 
tuberance or enlargement 23. It will of course 
be understood that the rear surface of base mem 
her it will also be recessed, as at 3% (Fig. 4)., in 
the area of slot 2| in order to provide for sliding 

5'2 with base member It so as to provide . 



2,672,241 
3 

clearance of the terminal enlargement 23 of tie 
member l6 when the device is mounted on a sup 
porting surface. 
By reason of the described arrangement it will 

be seen that slot 21 serves together with slidable 
tie member IE to limit the outward swingable 
extension of supporting member I2 to the posi 
tion illustrated in Fig. 3, the angle of inclina 
tion of said supporting member with respect to 
base member I0 depending upon the height of the 
slot 2|. 
In order to provide for releasably retaining 

supporting member 10 in collapsed vertical posi 
tion, a slidable latching member 24 is provided 
at the upper end of base member ID. Accord 
ingly, base member 10 is provided at its upper 
end with an inwardly extending recess 25 (see 
Figs. 5 and 6) and the latching member 24 is 
formed adjacent its rear lower edge with a pair 
of inwardly extending lateral lugs 26 which are ‘ 
slidably received within recess '25 for slidable 
inter-engagement between said latching member 
and base member iii. The extreme upper end 
of supporting member 12 de?nes a projecting 
tongue 2'1 beveled as at 28 (see Fig. 6) which 
will be retained by the lower end of front wall 
24a of latching member 24 in the collapsed con 
dition of the device. In order to release sup 
porting member l2, it is only necessary to lift 
slidable latching member 25> sufficiently to clear 
the projecting tongue 27 of supporting member 
i2, whereupon said supporting member may be 
readily swung or lowered to its operative in 
clined position illustrated in Fig. 3. 
As illustrated in the drawings, supporting 

member I2 is provided on its front surface with 
a plurality of studs or protuberances 25} each of 
which de?nes a notch 30 for the reception of the 
hook portion of a garment hanger or the like. 
By reason of the novel construction and arrange- ~l 
ment of the present invention the device may 
be employed for supporting an unusually large 
number of garments within a relatively restricted 
space or enclosure. The swingable connection 
between supporting member 12 and base member 
I0 together with the limiting movement imposed 
upon said supporting member by the slidable tie 
member I6 and the presence of the latching mem 
ber 24 combine to allow the device to be readily 
collapsed into relative compacted condition, 
thereby greatly conserving valuable space, and 
alternatively the arrangement described allows 
swingable extension of the garment supporting 
member I? to open operative position for easy 
hanging or removal of garments therefrom. 

Since certain modi?cations may be made in 
the device of the present invention without de 
parting from the scope thereof, it is intended that 
all matter contained in the foregoing speci?ca 
tion and shown in the accompanying drawing be 
interpreted merely as illustrative and not in a 
limiting sense; and, accordingly, that the ap 
pended claims are to be construed as de?ning 
the invention within the full spirit and scope 
thereof. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A collapsible device for supporting garments 

and the like comprising a base member adapted 
to be mounted in substantially vertical position 
on a supporting surface, a garment supporting 
member swingably attached to said base member 
adjacent the lower end thereof, a tie member 
interconnecting said base member and said sup 
porting member, said tie member being dimen 
sioned to retain said supporting member in op 
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4 
erative inclined limiting position with respect to 
said base member at a predetermined angle of 
inclination, said base member being formed with 
a pair of integral guiding tongues adjacent the 
lower end thereof, said supporting member being 
formed with a pair of complementary slots for 
the reception of said guiding tongues in order to 
prevent torsional distortion of said supporting 
member under load, and latching means carried 
by said base member for releasably retaining said 
supporting member in substantially vertical 
collapsed condition. 

2. A collapsible device for supporting garments 
and the like comprising a base member adapted 
to be mounted in substantially vertical position 
on a supporting surface, a garment supporting 
member swingably attached to said base member 
adjacent the lower end thereof, a tie member 
pivotally connected at its lower end to said base 
member to de?ne an operative inclined limiting 
position for said supporting member and slidably 
connected at its lower end to said base member 
to define an operative inclined limiting position 
for said supporting member at a predetermined 
angle of inclination with respect to said base 
member, said base member being formed with 
a pair of integral guiding tongues adjacent the 
lower end thereof, said supporting member being 
formed with a pair of complementary slots for 
the reception of said guiding tongues in order to 
prevent torsional distortion of said supporting 
member under load, and latching means carried 
by said base member for releasably retaining said 
supporting member in substantially vertical col 
lapsed condition. 

3. A collapsible device for supporting garments 
and the like comprising a base member adapted 
to be mounted in substantially vertical position 
on a supporting surface, a garment supporting 
member swingably attached to said base mem 
ber adjacent the lower end thereof, a tie mem 
ber pivotally connected at its upper end to said 
supporting member, said base member having in 
the lower portion thereof a longitudinal slot for 
slidable engagement of the lower end of said 
tie member, said slot being dimensioned to de 
?ne an operative inclined limiting position for 
said supporting member at a predetermined 
angle of inclination with respect to said base 
member, said base member being formed with 
a pair of integral guiding tongues adjacent the 
lower end thereof, said supporting member be 
ing formed with a pair of complementary slots 
for the reception of said guiding tongues in order 
to prevent torsional distortion of said supporting 
member under load, and latching means carried 
by said base member for releasably retaining said 
supporting member in substantially vertical col 
lapsed condition. 
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