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1 
My invention relates to a lunch box having a 

plurality of vacuum containers for liquid and 
solid foods. The lunch box has a lower and 
upper compartment, hingedly connected to 
gether, the upper compartment containing a 
vacuum container for liquids and the lower com 
partment containing vacuum containers for 
other foods. 
A great number of laborers carry their lunch 

?ve days a week, year after year. These lunches 
are usually composed of neither hot nor chilled 
foods and are composed mostly or" sandwiches, 
fruit and the like, items that become quite tire 
some to the worker. The tendency of the 
laborer is to eat too little and the worker does 
not enjoy the food. It is recognized by dieticians 
today that the» worker is not as e?cient at his 
job if he has too little to eat or has not enjoyed 
his meal and that various gastric troubles may 
be caused by such conditions. Of course, the 
housewife ?nds it di?icult to provide a balanced 
diet with the limitations of food that may be put 
in a lunch box. Some companies have en 
deavored to solve the problem of lunches by com 
pany cafeterias, realizing that more, production " 
could be obtained from the worker having a 
proper lunch. 
For many years there have been manufactured 

lunch boxes with separable Thermos bottles car 
ried in the upper half of the lunch bonadapted 
for the transportation of cooled or heated liquids. 
This item contributed much to the tastiness of 
the lunch; but, of course, did not take care of 
the solid foods in the lunch. In recent years 
there has been some development in providing" 
Thermos containers for solid foods in lunch 
boxes. These devices have been largely con?ned 
to adapting to such use, the style'of lunch boxes 
before mentioned, with a separable Thermos car 
ried in the upper half of the lunch box. These 
boxes are of little width, and of considerable 
length and height. I 

My lunch box is especially designed for the 
transportation of solid and-liquid foods, with 
various improvements in the shape of the con 
tainers, in betterwutilization of space, concerning 
the problem of breakage, in the adaption of the 
box for the eating of food therefrom; and with 
due respect to other utilitarian and aesthetic 
considerations. ' 

An object of my invention is to provide a lunch 
box particularly adapted for the transportation, 
in vacuum containers, of various liquid and solid 
foods in heated or chilled state. 

It is an object ofmy invention to devise means 
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of securing vacuum containers in a lunch box and 
protecting the containers from breakage. 
Another object is to provide Thermos con 

tainers for solid. foods of such shape to accom 
- modate many common solid foods and adapted 
for eating directly out of such containers, there 
being means for adequately sealing the con 
tainers by two con?gured rubber gaskets. A 
further object is to construct a Thermos con 
tainer for liquids especially designed for use in 
a lunch box and as an integral part thereof. 

‘ Manufacturers are becoming more conscious of 
the art of industrial ‘designing in providing 
articles of manufacture with improved appear 
ance and particular adaptation for the needs of 
the speci?c object as to the conservation of 
space, economy of manufacture and convenience 
of the user, so it is an important object of my 
invention to devise a lunch box with the most 
practical construction of its housing and the 
compartments therein in view of utilitarian and 
aesthetic considerations and with regard to ease 
and economy of manufacture. 
Further objects», advantages and capabilities 

will‘ be apparent from the description and dis 
closure in the drawings, or may be comprehended 
or are inherent in the device. 

~- In the-‘drawings: 

'Figure 1 is a perspective view of a speci?c 
embodiment of my lunch box with vacuum con 
tainers, the box being in open position; 
Figure 21s a perspective view, on a reduced 

scale, taken in the same sense as Figure l but 
with the lunch box in ‘closed position; 

Figure’ 3 is a transverse elevational view, partly 
in section; 

1 Figure 4 is a longitudinal elevational view, on 
an enlarged scale, of the top compartment of 
my lunch box, the view being. partly in section 
and with the central portion broken away; and 

Figure 5 is an enlarged elevational view, in sec 
tion andfragmentary, of the means of sealing 
the food containers in my invention. 

Referring more speci?cally to the depicted 
structure, ‘my lunchbox has an upper compart 
ment it and a lower compartment 12, the com 
partments being. joined‘together at one side by 
hinges I4. These hinges are preferably of a type 
which separate as upper compartment It! is ro 
tated backward from the position shown vin Fig 
ure 1,v as in this way the liquid container in the 
upper compartment may be handled separately 
and: the lower compartment forms a separate 
tray for-eating from the food containers there. 
Lower compartment I 2 carries pins I Eat one 
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side and snaps l8 hingedly connected to upper 
compartment I0 coact with pins [6 for securing 
together the compartments. Handle 20 is se 
cured to upper compartment [0. It should'be 
noted that my lunch box may be carried on its 
side if handle 20 is instead positioned on the 
side of the box, the containers being so secured 
in the lunch box and so sealed that such posi 
tioning will harm neither the containers nor food 
therein. ‘ 

Two small vacuum containers 30 and one large 
vacuum container 32 are positioned in lower 
compartment l2. Of course, other arrangements 
of containers are possible but this arrangement 
is believed to be particularly advantageous as 
providing a large dish for the main course, and 
two small dishes for vegetable and salad, or salad 
and dessert. It will be noted that the contain 
ers have considerable width and fairly shallow 
depth thereby being convenient for eating di 
rectly therefrom. Each Thermos container has 
a dish portion as 34, and a lid portion, as 36. 
Each portion is of double walled construction, 
the air between walls being partially or wholly 
evacuated and the walls being preferably silvered, 
as is typical of Thermos or Dewar containers. 
The top edge of dish 34 and the adjacent surface 
of lid 36 carry gasket members, 38 and 40 re 
spectively, the edge of the dish and the surface 
of the lid having relieved portions 42 and 44 re 
spectively. The portions of gasketmembers 38 
and 40, positioned in said relieved portions, are 
convexly curved transversely, in the preferred 
form; and relieved portions £52, M are concavely 
curved transversely, thereby affording substan 
tial gluing surfaces between the relieved portions 
and the gaskets whereby the gaskets are well 
secured in place. Adjacent surfaces of gasket 
members 38 and G5) are con?gured, to insure ade 
quate sealing between the gaskets, as by bead 
46 on gasket 40 and groove 48 in gasket 38. 
Partitions 5D in lower compartment i2 sep 

arate vacuum containers 3!], 32. Resilient pads 
52, formed of rubber or similar material, are 
positioned at the sides and beneath vacuum con 
tainers 30, 32, the pads being secured as by 
gluing to the walls of lower compartment I 2 
and to partitions 59. Resilient pads 52 should 
be flexible enough to absorb the usual jars to 
which the lunch box may. be subjected, yet the 
pads should be ?rm enough to insure that the 
containers substantially maintain their position 
when the lunch box is carried. Lids 36 are se 
cured in place by straps 515. In the preferred 
construction, two spaced straps 54 run trans 
versely of lower compartment I2 from side to 
side over the small vacuum containers 30, and 
two straps run from one end of lower compart 
ment l2 over large container 32 to a transverse 
partition 52. Straps 54 have eyes 56 on either 
end which fasten on books 58 secured to the 
walls of lower compartment l2 and to the trans 
verse partition 50. Guides, as 60, are secured to 
longitudinal partition 59 to hold the central por 
tion of straps 54 passing over the small Vacuum 
containers 30. Straps 54 are preferably formed‘ 
of a resilient material such as rubber, it being 
necessary to secure lids 35 ?rmly in place, as by 
having some tension on straps 54, yet it being 
well to have some ?exibility to allow the vacuum 
containers to move slightly during jars and the 
like. By having straps 54 secured within the 
lower compartment it will be noted that the 
vacuum containers are securedv in position even 
if the lunch box is opened, as by accident. Ex 
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'4 
perience has shown that, with the described form 
of cushioning and securing means for the 
Thermos containers, a minimum of breakage of 
the containers occurs. 

Liquid vacuum bottle 10 is positioned within 
upper compartment [0, the bottle being prefer 
ably of Dewar construction with a vacuum space 
formed by double walls, the walls being silvered. 
I have departed from the usual construction in 
lunch boxes of having a separable vacuum con 
tainer with an attached protective shell and 
cushioning devices between the shell and con 
tainer. These separable Thermos bottles are 
round and are not particularly adapted for lunch 
boxes. To shape the lunch box to accommodate 
the separable vacuum bottle, much waste space 
is necessary, the upper lunch box compartment 
being designed to accommodate the separable 
bottle, resulting in a narrow width and con 
siderable height. The lower lunch box com 
partment is then given a width to match the 
upper compartment; and, to provide sufficient 
capacity, the lower compartment has consider 
able depth. With the narrow deep lower com 
partment, vacuum food containers must have a 
similar shape. The best shape for food contain 
ers, for convenience of eating out of the same, 
approximates the shape of the dishes that are 
used in the home, which are comparatively shal 
low and of considerable width. With these con 
siderations in mind, my design is to have an 
elongated Thermos bottle having a transverse 
outline, generally in the form of a segment of a 
circle or arc, the edges being rounded. Upper 
compartment Ill also has a transverse outline gen 
orally in the form of a segment of a circle or 
arc. With upper compartment [0 and Thermos 
bottle '15 having this form, these portions accom 
modate an optimum design of a wide, shallow 
lower compartment 12, without wasting much 
space and in a form that may be economically 
manufactured. It will be noted, with this shape 
of lunch box, that a very pleasing appearance is 
presented, a factor of considerable importance 
as the usual lunch box has poor aesthetic quali 
ties. 
Vacuum bottle 70 is supported by plate 12. 

Resilient pads 14 secured above and below bot 
tle 10, to the top of upper compartment in and 
to plate 12, serve to position the bottle and pro 
tect the same against damage. As will be seen 
from Figure 4, the resilient pads ‘I4 extend in 
ward at either end of bottle 10 to prevent lon 
gitudinal movement of the bottle. Plate '12 is 
secured by clips '16 pivotally mounted on either 
side of the plate. Clips 16 are pivoted to the 
side for removal of plate '12, affording access to 
bottle 10 for the cleaning of the same. 
An accessory compartment 80 is formed in 

plate 12 at one side of Thermos bottle 10. Door 
82, covering the opening of compartment 80, is 
connected to plate 12 by a spring-loaded hinge 
including spring BI and door 82 normally as 
sumes a closed position, Magnet 84 is secured 
to the upper wall of accessory compartment 80. 
The magnet is of a strength capable of holding 
magnetic objects in place in accessory compart 
ment 80. This compartment is quite useful in 
holding accessories, such as the fork shown in 
dotted lines in Figure 1, or such as other metal 
lic utensils and metallic salt and pepper shakers. 
The open end of bottle 10 is preferably posi 

tioned inside the end of upper compartment In, 
To ia 

cilitate pouring from the liquid container, spigot 
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90 is positioned in cork 92, the nozzle and push 
button control of the spigot extending outside 
of compartment to and through a threaded open 
ing 94. A combination cup and guard 96 is posi 
tioned over spigot 539, the cup having threads 
98 to engage with the threads of opening 94. 
It should be noted that the lunch box does not 
have to be opened in order to get a drink from 
bottle 10, which is convenient as often the Work 
er wants a drink at other than lunch time. Cup 
96 has outer threads which will not become con 
taminated when the ‘cup is used. 

It is believed that it will be clearly apparent 
from the above description and the disclosure 
in the drawings that the invention comprehends 
a novel construction of a lunch box with vacuum 
containers. 
Having thus disclosed the invention, I claim: 
1. A lunch box with vacuum containers, com 

prising: an upper compartment; a lower com 
partment, said compartments being elongated, 
being of considerable width and shallow depth, 
said compartments being hingedly connected to— 
gether at one side in a manner permitting sepa 
ration of the two compartments; the outline 
of said upper compartment in transverse cross 
section being generally in the shape of a seg 
ment of a circle, there being a threaded open 
ing in one end of said upper compartment; a 
plate positioned in the lower portion of said 
upper compartment and extending from side to 
side and end to end of said upper compartment; 
means for securing said plate permitting re 
moval of the plate; said plate having an acces 
sory compartment and a door covering said ac 
cessory compartment; means urging said door 
to a closed position; a magnet secured to the 
upper portion of said accessory compartment to 
hold magnetic objects therein; an elongated vac 
uum bottle positioned above said plate and in 
said upper compartment, the open end of said 
bottle being positioned near said threaded open 
ing, the outline of said bottle in transverse cross 
section being generally in the shape of a seg 
ment of a circle but with rounded edges; a cup 
having threads on its outer surface positioned 
in said threaded opening, resilient pads posi 
tioned above and below said bottle; a spigot in 
said bottle; a large, shallow vacuum food con 
tainer positioned in one end of said lower com 
partment and two small, shallow vacuum food 
containers positioned side by side in the other 
end of said lower compartment; partitions sepa 
rating said food containers; resilient pads posi 
tioned below and at each side of each vacuum 
food container; pliable, resilient strap means 
passing over each food container and removably 
secured to the walls of said lower compartment 
and to said partitions; said food containers each 
having a dish portion and a lid portion, each 
portion being of double-walled, vacuum type con 
struction; the upper edge of said dish portion and 
the adjacent portion of said lid portion being 
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relieved; a gasket positioned in the relieved por 
tion of each lid and dish, said gaskets being con 
?gured so that the gasket of said lid and the gas 
ket of said dish coact for sealing purposes. 

2. A lunch box with vacuum containers, com 
prising: an upper compartment and a lower com 
partment, said compartments being elongated 
and being of considerable width and shallow 
depth, said compartments being hingedly con 
nected together at one side thereof; the out 
line of said upper compartment in transverse 
cross-section being generally in the shape of a 
segment of a circle, there being a ?rst opening 
in one end of said upper compartment; 2, plate 
positioned in the lower portion of said upper 
compartment and extending from side to side and 
end to end of said upper compartment and means 
for securing said plate permitting removal of the 
plate; an elongated vacuum bottle positioned 
above said plate and in said upper compartment, 
said bottle having an open end positioned near 
said ?rst opening, the outline of said bottle in 
transverse cross-section being generally in the 
shape of a segment of a circle with rounded 
edges; a cup covering said ?rst opening and 
threaded means on said cup and said upper com 
partment securing said cup in position; resilient 
pads positioned above and below said bottle be 
tween the bottle and the adjacent surfaces of 
said upper compartment and said plate; a large 
vacuum food container positioned in one end of 
said lower compartment and two small vacuum 
food containers positioned side by side in the 
other end of said lower compartment; partitions 
in said lower compartment separating said food 
containers; resilient pads positioned below and 
at each side of each vacuum food container be 
tween the containers and the adjacent surfaces 
of said lower compartment and said partitions; 
resilient strap means passing over each food con 
tainer and removably secured to the walls of 
said lower compartment and to said partitions; 
said food containers each having a lower dish 
portion and an upper lid portion, each dish and 
lid portion being of double walled, vacuum type 
construction; gaskets secured to the upper edge 

vof.’ said dish portions and the adjacent surfaces 
of said lid portions and coa-cting to seal said food 
containers. 

WJLF'RED KESSELL, JR. 
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