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yoke indicated generally by the numeral 20 to 
gether with a plurality of hand grip attachments 
which in their entirety are indicated generally 
by the numeral 22. As will be readily understood 
however in some instances it may be preferred 
to utilize the functions and services of the portage 
yoke independently of the hand grip attachments, 
or in other circumstances the independent use of 
the hand grip attachments may be preferred. In 
order to illustrate 'th'eI'manner in which the prin 
ciples of this’ invention may be utilized to the 
fullest extent, the application of both of these 
elements to a conventional canoe has been illus 
trated and described hereinafter. 

Referring ?rst to Figure 5, it will be seen 
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in either the forward or rearward recess 42 at 
the convenience and desires of the carrier, which 
permits the yoke to be attached to various por 
tions of the canoe whereby the neck of the car 
rier may be disposed in either the forward or 
rearward recess. 

This construction further facilitates the use of 
the yoke in pairs or in even greater numbers, so 
that the canoe may be portaged by two or more 
persons if desi'redl'; f; ' "i ' ‘5 "I i , 
Referring snow-again‘ to Figure 5, it"will be 

seen that the two shoulder portions 26 are of 
" identical construction, each consisting of a pref 

that the canoe portage yoke>20~includes a rod-. 
like, hinged or articulated skeletal framework 
construction. This construction includes“ an' 

erably substantially rectangular rod like frame 
“of which the previously mentioned side rods or 
side bars 32. of the H-shaped neck portion con 
stitute one side. The opposite side of the shoul 

“der portions consists of rods or bars 43 disposed 
H-shaped neck portion 24, to the opposite sides‘ . 
of which are hingedly connected shoulder por 
tions 26. Fasteners, to be described hereinafter, 
are hingedly or pivotally connected to each of 
the shoulder portions and constitute a means 
whereby the latter and consequently the canoe 
yoke, may be removably secured to the gunwales 
of, a canoe.‘ 
Referring first to ‘the neck portion, it will be 

seen that the latter consists of rod like mem 
bers including a crossbar 0r cross-rod 28, ter 
minating in loops or hooks 39 atIits opposite 
ends, see Figure 8, which are pivoted and loosely 
and slidably embrace the side rods or side bar 
members 32 of the H-shaped neck portion. The 
H.-shap'eId‘ neck portion is further provided with 
a pair of TU-shaped or arcuat'e reinforcing rods 
34 which have their midportions abutted against 
opposite sides of the crossbar 28,.and have their 
leg portions disposed alongside the side bars 32 
and engaged at their extremities to the extremie 
ties- of the side bars as by the hooked connec» 
tions 36, as shown in Figure 5. _ I 
‘It is evident’ that the reinforcing'r'ods 3,4.may 

be securely attached to the cross-rod 23 invari 
ous ‘known manners. I In some instances it may 
be preferred to weld or otherwise rigidly secure 
these'.membersinto a permanent assembly. .. One 
suitable manner, illustrated in Figure '3 of the 
drawings, comprises the provision of a ?exible: 
fastening at -.this. point, comprising a winding 38 
of a suitable "?ber orv wire ‘material which is 
wound about (each- of the reinforcing rods 34 and 
also about the'c'ross-rodl 28' .to securely ‘attach 
these elements together but permit a limited rela 
tive swinging movement therebetween. ' ' . 
‘This framework of the H-shaped neck por 

tion is preferably covered by a coating 40 of any 
suitable material such as webbing, lacing, canvas 
or the like. The purpose of this coating is both 
to enclose and protect the skeletal framework 
of the neckportion as well as to provide a cush 
ioning pad which will render more comfortable 
engagement of the neck portion with the neck 
and shoulders of the user. . ' 

From Figure 1 it will be apparent that the 
neck portion is provided with arcuate recesses 42 
disposed upon the opposite front and rear sides 
of the yoke. These recesses will comfortably 
encircle orembrace a portion of the neck of the, 
user, to permit the shoulder portions ‘ofthe yoke‘I 
to rest comfortably upon the shoulders of vthe 
carrier._ Once the device is attached to the canoe, 
it’ is obvious that either end of the canoe may I 
be pointed forward and one'of the recesses 42 
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will receive the neck portion of the user. This ‘ 
construction also permits the neck tobedisp'osefd" 75. 

in parallel relation to the rods 32, and forming 
the central portions of IU-shaped members hav 
ing parallel outwardly extending legs 44, The 
side members of the rectangular shoulder por 
tions consist of integral, parallel side members 
At which are formed upon the ends of the rods 
32, and at their extremities are pivotedas by 
hooks or eyelets 48 to the rods 43. Conveniently. 
a sleeve 50 may encircle each of the rods 43, and 
a somewhat similar sleeve 52 encircleseach of 
the rods 32. However, this sleeve 52 is provided 
with a notched or ‘cut-away portion 54 at its 
midpoint to receive the above mentioned pivot 
hook 30 of the crossbar 28. The sleeve 52' thus 
serves to restrain the crossbar 28 to a midposition 
between the ends of the bars "32 while’ permitting 
swivelling movement therebetween as will be, ap 
parent from Figure 8. ’ ' " " ‘ ' 

As so far described, it will now be, apparent. 
that the rectangular frames of the shoulder por 
tions are pivoted to the‘ H-shaped neck portion. _ 
Preferably a covering'of any suitable nature, such 
as canvas, webbing ,or, the‘ like is secured upon 
the parallelsleeves 5H and 52 of the shoulder 
portions to form a resilient cushion or pad where 
by the shoulderportions rest upon the'shoulders 
of the canoe carrier; I , ,I I ' 

Detachable fasteners are provided whereby-the 
yoke may be securedto the gunwales of aca'noe. 
These fasteners consist of bolts, 56 having eyes 
or hooks ‘58 at one end .thereof whichare de-‘ 
tachably secured in the eyelets 60, at the outer 
ends of the leg portions ‘513. IThe‘other ends of _ 
the'bolts are threadedas at 62 to extend through 
suitable'apertures in the gunwales of the canoe, I 
fastening nuts 64 serve to detachably retain the 
yoke tightlyv stretched across the canoe trans-. 
versely of the same and between the gunwales 
as shown in Figures 1 and _2._v It is obviously in 
tended that the yoke 'shall be- stretched with 
suf?cient vtautness across the gunwales to sup-,I f 
port the canoe with _a ,minimum ,defl'ectiomof , 
the yoke upon the shoulder'sof the wearer, and _ 
thus. prevent uncomfortable impacts of thejbot 
tom ‘of the‘canoe upon the head of the wearer“, 
From the foregoing it will-be readily seenthat. 

the yoke may be easily attached to ‘or removed 
from the canoe completely, wherein in some, ine '. 
stances it maybe preferred to merelydisengage 
the fasteners at one side of. the yoke ‘and thus" 
permit the yoke to be compactly folded against 
one side of the'canoe when not inruse. Suitable 
means may'of‘course be provided for retaining, 
the collapsed yoke in 'its‘compactlyfolded posit . 
tion if desired, ‘ ' 

\In addition‘ to the yoke ‘construction’ previous-j. . 
lyIIIdescrIibedI, movable, and adjustablehand grips 
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are ‘ provided to {facilitate ‘the portaging iof '_ the 
canoe. Referring now more "speci?cally to-Fig 
ur‘es'l? vand'7, it ‘will be seen-that these hand grips 
consist ~'of lfour hand grip attachments, two 
being provided upon each gunwale ‘on opposite 
sides ‘of vthe yoke attached thereto. Each of 
these hand grip attachments consists of'a'short 
leverior'handle ??mount‘ed upon the top surface 
of the outer gunwale l2'and pivoted'thereto as 
by a: pivot pin; 68 which maybe a bolt, rivet or the 
like. “This-hand grip lever is thus mounted for 
pivoting movement upon the gunwale and may 
beiselectively disposed in the position shown in 
Figurei? whereby'the handle is retracted into an. 
out of the way position, or may be pivoted in 
war'dly into a position ‘extending transversely 
an'djlaterally‘ of the gunwale but inwardly of the 
boat into an operative position. A locking means 
is provided for‘selectively retaining the hand 
grip‘members in either'theirretracted or their 
operative positions. This locking means com 
prisesa bracket 10 mounted-upon the inner gun 
wale‘member I16 as by fastening screws or the 
like 1‘12, and having an upstanding ‘portion ‘i4 
constituting a stop which is adapted to be en 
gaged by the hand grip lever when the latter is 
in its operative position, and form a stop abut 
ment ‘for the same. The brackets further in 
clude an overhanging retaining terminal por 
tion 76 which'is adapted to overlie the top sur 
face of the lever in its operative position and 
further brace and reinforce the lever against the 
strains imparted thereto during the portaging 
of the canoe. 
A locking pin is rotatably and slidably secured 

to thegunwale construction as by a fastening 
bracket "18 secured to the'inner surface of the 
inner gunwale member below the’ upper edges 
thereof as by fastening bolts 80. This bracket 
includes a vertically disposed cylindrical bear 
ing portion 82 through which is slidably and ro 
tatably-received the axle portion 84 of the look 
ing pin. One end of this axle below the bracket 
is‘preferably provided with a looped or eyed por 
tion 86 constituting a hand grip by means of 
which the device may be manipulated, a com 
pression spring 88 being disposed between this 
eye and between the bearing portion 82 as shown. 
This spring normally urges the axle downward 
ly through the bearing, to thus urge the in 
turned extremity 90 of the locking pin to a look 
ing recess 92 forming the top surface of the hand 
grip member 66. It will thus be apparent that 
the spring 88 will retain the locking pin in the 
recess when the hand grip member is disposed in 
either its retracted or operative position as shown 
in Figures 6 and 7. Obviously, when it is de 
sired to swing the handle 66 from its operative 
to its inoperative positions, or vice versa, the 
locking pin is released from the locking recess 
92 and allowed to slide through the fastening 
bracket 18 until the inturned extremity 90 of 
the locking pin is disposed beneath the upper 
edge of the gunwale member 16. 
From the foregoing, the construction and op 

eration of the device will be readily understood 
and further explanation is believed to be un 
necessary. However, since numerous modi?ca 
tions and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art after a consideration of the 
foregoing speci?cation and accompanying draw 
ings, it is not desired to limit the invention to 
the exact construction shown and described, but 
all suitable modi?cations and equivalents may be 
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6. 
resorted vto, falling ‘within the' scope " of "the ‘ape 
pended 'Fclaims. 
vHaving describedthe’ invention,‘ whatisclaimed 

asnew is: r 
1. ‘A canoe portage yoke comprising- a'flexible 

supporting frame, means for connecting said 
frame to‘th'e gunwales of a canoein a'position’t'o 
extenditrans'versely therebetween, saidframe'h'av 
ing shoulder portions with-a reces'sedneck por 
tion‘therebetween'said shoulder portions being 
adapted to rest‘upon the'shouldersfandthe ne‘ck 
portion=to embrace theneck of the carrier when 
a’ canoe is supported in inverted-position upon 
the shoulder of the‘ carriensaid-neckportion hav 
ing opposing arcuate-neck'encircling recesses. 

2. Acanoe portage yoke comprising a ?exible 
supporting iframe, meansxfor connecting ‘said 
frame tothe gunwales'ofa canoe in a position 
to extendtransversely therebetween, said frame 
having shoulder portions with a recessed "neck 
portion therebetween, said shoulder portions'be 
ing'adapted to rest upon the shoulders'an'd-th'e 
neck portion to embrace the neck of the carrier 
when a canoe is supported in inverted'position 
upon the shoulder of the carrier, said shoulder 
portions of said frame being hingedly connected 
to opposite ends of said neck portion. 

3. ‘A canoe portage yoke comprising a ?exible 
supporting frame, means ‘for connecting said 
frame to the gunwales of a canoe in ap'osition 
to extend transversely therebetween, said frame 
having shoulder portions ‘with a recessed neck 
portion therebetween, said shoulder portions'be-y 
ing adapted to rest 'uponthe shoulders and the 
neck portion to embrace the neck of the carrier 
when a canoe is supported in‘inverted'p'osition 
upon the shoulder‘of the carrier, said shoulder 
portions of said frame being‘hingedly connected 
to opposite ends of said‘neck portion, each shoul 
der portion including a ‘rectangular ‘rod-‘like 
frame, a sheet-like covering secured upon said 
last mentioned frame. ' 

4. A canoe portage yoke comprising'a ?exible 
supporting frame, means for connecting said 
frame to th‘e'gunwales 'of ‘a canoe in a‘position 
to extend transversely therebetween, said frame 
having shoulder portions with a recessed neck 
portion therebetween, said shoulder portions be 
ing adapted to rest upon the shoulders and the 
neck portion to embrace the neck of the carrier 
when a canoe is supported in inverted position 
upon the shoulder of the carrier, said shoulder 
portions of said frame being hingedly connected 
to opposite ends of said neck portion, said neck 
portion comprising an H-shaped rod-like mem 
ber, arcuate reinforcing rods secured to each side 
of the cross rod of said member and to the par 
allel side rods thereof. 

5. A canoe portage yoke comprising a flexible 
supporting frame, means for connecting said 
frame to the gunwales of a canoe in a position 
to extend transversely therebetween, said frame 
having shoulder portions with a recessed neck 
portion therebetween, said shoulder portions be 
ing adapted to rest upon the shoulders and the 
neck portion to embrace the neck of the carrier 
when a canoe is supported in inverted position 
upon the shoulder of the carrier, said shoulder 
portions of said frame being hingedly connected 
to opposite ends of said neck portion, said neck 
portion comprising an H-shaped rod-like mem 
ber, arcuate reinforcing rods secured to each side 
of the cross rod of said member and to the par 
allel side rods thereof, retaining sleeves surround 
ing each of the side rods of the member and the 
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adjacent side rqiqf the adiacent ‘rectangular 
frame for hingedly connecting the same. 
,_ 6, canoe portage yoke comprising a ?exible 
supporting frame, means for connecting said 
frame to the gunwales of ‘a canoe in a position 
to extend transversely therebetween, said frame 
having shoulder portions with a recessed neck 
portion therebetween, said shoulder portions be 
ing adapted to rest upon the shoulders and the 
neck portion to embrace the neck of the carrier 
when a canoe is supported in inverted position 
upon the shoulder of the carrier, said shoulder 
portions of said frame including rectangular 
frames hingedly connected to opposite ends of 
said neck portion, said neck portion comprising 
an H-shaped rod-like member, arcuate reinforc~ 
ing rods secured to each side of the cross rod of 
said member and to the parallel side rods there 
of, retaining sleeves surrounding each of the side 
rods of the member and the adjacent side rod of 
the adjacent rectangular frame for hingedly con 
necting‘the same, the cross rod of the member 
beingpivotally connected to the side rods thereof. 

' 7. VA canoe portage yoke comprising a ?exible 
supporting frame, means for connecting said 
frame to the gunwales of a canoe in a position 
to extend transversely therebetween, said frame 
having shoulder portions with a recessed neck 
portion therebetween, said shoulder portions be 
ing adapted to rest upon the shoulders and the 
neck portion to embrace the neck of the carrier 
when a canoe is supported in inverted position 
upon the shoulder of the carrier, said shoulder 
portions of said frame including rectangular 
frames hingedly connected to opposite ends of 
said neck portion, said neck portion comprising an 
H-shaped rod-like member, arcuate reinforcing 
rods secured to each side of the cross rod of said 
member and to the parallel side rods thereof, re 
taining sleeves surrounding each of the side rods 
of the member and the adjacent side rod of the 
adjacent rectangular frame for hingedly connect~ 
ing the same, the cross rod of the member being 
pivotally connected to the side rods thereof, said 
sleeves engaging the pivotal connection and pre 
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venting longitudinal displacement 01.11111? 919$ 
rod-1.12mivtmside'rqds- ,. o . . ._ " . . . 

in. combination with. a canoe having gun. 
wales thereon, means forhportaging the canoe 
comprising hand grips swingably mounted upon 
said gunwales, lock means for selectively securing 
said__ hand grips against movement in positions 
extending laterally inwardly from the gunwales 
and’ parallel to the gunwales, said lock means in 
eluding- a locking member slidably and rotatably 
mounted on the gunwale on an axis perpendicu 
lar to the plane of movement of the hand grips 
and retaining means on the locking member for 
positively engaging the hand grip in each of its 
positions. M v 

9., The combination of claim 8, wherein each 
of said hand grips has a locking recess disposed 
therein. ‘ ' ' v 

10.-T>he combination of claim 9, wherein the 
locking member comprises a looped portion at 
one end and a hooked portion at the other end, 
said hooked portionlhaving an intermediate sec 
tion parallel to the plane of movement of the hand 
grip-andan end section perpendicular to the in 
termediary section, which end section is engage 
able in the locking recess in each of said hand 
grips. . 

11.1 The combination of claim 10, including re 
silient means provided on the locking member 
urging the locking member into engagement with 
each of said hand grips. ‘ 

WILLIAM E. MASSICOTTE. 
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