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This invention relates to a casket handle, but 
the structure embodying the invention may be 
applied to other uses. 
An object of the invention is to provide a casket 

handle of ‘new and improved structure which 
may be readily secured to the elongated bar at 
the side of the casket. A further object is to 

; providewsuch a handle provided with means for 
receiving a clamping half ring having interlock 
ing parts therewith and requiring fastening 

A still 
further object is to provide a casket handle ,of 
unique construction adapted to receive the elon 
gated rod or bar at the side of the casket and 
equipped with clamping means which may be 
secured ?rmly in position by the use of simple 
nut means. Other speci?c objects and advan 
tages will appear as the speci?cation proceeds. 
The invention is illustrated in a preferred 

embodiment, by the accompanying drawing, in 
which Figure 1 is a perspective view of a casket 
equipped with handles embodying my invention; 
Fig. 2, a broken view in elevation of the inside 
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portion of a handle; Fig. 3, a vertical sectional ' 
view, the section being taken as indicated at line 
3-3 of Fig. 1; and Fig. 4, a perspective view of 
the handle parts shown in spaced-apart rela 
tion. 

In the illustration given, the casket A is 
equipped with a plurality of hinge pieces I0, each 
carrying a pivot pin which extends through the 
aperture I I of the lug I2 of handle B. 
Handle B is employed for securing the elon 

gated bar or rod I3 to the pivot-carrying mem 
bers II) of casket A. 
The handle B is provided adjacent the at 

tachment lug I2 with side walls I4 which form 
with adjacent attachment lug I2 a post cham 
ber I5. Within the chamber I5 extends a post 
I6, as shown more clearly in Figs. 3 and 4. The 
post I6 is preferably formed integrally with the 
body of handle B. 
At the end opposite the attachment lug I2, 

the body of handle B is provided with a curved 
or half-ring portion I1. I prefer to equip the 
half-ring portion I‘! with a plurality of parallel 
ribs I8, as shown more clearly in Figs. 3 and 4. 
The bearing rings I8 are preferably formed with 
a curvature substantially the same as that of 
the handle rod or bar I3. 
The handle body portion I1 is preferably pro 

vided at its outer end with a slot I9 and beyond 
the slot there is a downwardly projecting lip 
portion 20 which serves as a guard for the 
slot I9 and a tongue inserted therein. 
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For use with the body portion B, I prefer to 
employ a clamp member 2| which is equipped at 
one end with a tongue 22 adapted to be extended 
through the slot I 9 and equipped at the other 
end with a substantially straight ?ange 23 
adapted to receive the post I6. The intermediate 
portion of the clamp 2I is preferably in the 
shape of a half ring for receiving the casket 
bar or rod I3. 

After the bar I3 is in place within the half 
ring H, the tongue 22 of the clamp 2I isinserted 
through slot I9 and the ?ange 23 is then moved 
toward post It which is received within the aper 
ture 24 of ?ange 23. The ?ange 23 is then se 
cured in position by bringing a lock nut 25 over 
the post It, as shown more clearly in Fig. 3. The 
lock nut 25 may be of any suitable construction. 
The speci?c form illustrated comprises a spring 
member with offset teeth 26, as shown in greater 
detail in Fig. 4. The teeth bite into the metal 
of post I6 and ?rmly anchor the clamping ?ange 
23 in the position shown. 
The handle body member B may be provided 

beyond the attachment lug I2 with an upwardly 
extending skirt portion 21 sheltering and guard. 
ing the lug I2 and serving as a stop for the han 
dle member. 

Operation 

In the operation of the structure, the handle 
member body portion B is secured to the pivot 
carrying member III of casket A by means of the 
usual pivot pin. The ‘elongated rod or bar I3 is 
then placed within the half-ring portion I ‘I of 
each handle member B. Thelclamp 2| is then 
placed within the position shown in dotted lines 
in Fig. 3 to bring the tongue 22 within the slot 
IQ of the handle body member B. The clamp 2| 
is then swung to the position shown in full lines 
in Fig. 3 with the aperture 24 of the ?ange 23 re 
ceiving post I6. The nut 25 is then secured upon 
post I6 to con?ne the flange 23 in the position 
shown best in Figs. 2 and 3. 
From the foregoing operation it will be noted 

that the securing means is only applied at one 
point, namely, upon the post I6. At the same 
time, both ends. of the clamp are secured ?rmly 
in position. The upward thrust of the bar I3 is 
taken by the upper portion of the clamp 2| and 
transferred directly to integral post I6. The post 
I6 is sheltered within chamber I5 and the evi 
dences of wear and slight cuts into the metal of 
post I6 are not visible. Disassembly may be ef 
fected by the removal of nut 25 and the swinging 
of the clamp 2| to the position shown in dotted. 
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lines in Fig. 3 so that the clamp may then be 
raised to remove the tongue 22 from slot IS. 
The body portion of handle B provides a lip 20 

which extends over and shelters the tongue 22, 
thereby guarding it against impacts, etc., that 
might weaken the tongue, tend to dislodge it, or 
crimp the clamp against the bar 13, while at the 
same time providing a retaining ledge for main 
taining the tongue against removal when the 
parts are assembled, as shown in Fig. 3. 
While in the foregoing speci?cation I have 

shown a speci?c structure in considerable detail 
for the purpose of illustrating an embodiment of 
the invention, it will be understood that such de 
tails of structure may be varied widely by- those 
skilled in the art without departing from the spirit 
of my invention. 

I claim; _ 
1. A casket handle, comprising a body member 

having one end provided with an apertured lug 
adapted to be secured by a pivot pin to a casket 
part and having its other end curved to form a 
half ring provided at its outer end with a slot 
formed integrally therein, said half ring being 
provided with a downwardly-extending lip adja 
cent said slot and with inwardly-extending bear 
ing ribs, said body member being provided at a 
point between said half ring and said apertured 
lug with an inwardly-extending post and with in 
wardly-extending side walls about said post, an 
arcuate clamp having at one end a tongue adapted 
to be received Within the slot of said half ring and 
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at its other end with an apertured ?ange for re 
ceiving said post, and a releasable spring-fasten 
ing nut having teeth engageable with said post 
for anchoring said ?ange upon said post. 

2. A casket handle, comprising a body mem 
ber having one end provided with an attachment 
member adapted to be secured to a casket part 
and having its other end curved to form a half 
ring provided adjacent its outer end with a slot 
and at its outer end with a depending lip, said 
body member being provided at a point between 
said half ring and said attachment member with 
an inwardly-extending post, an arcuate clamp 
member having at one end thereof a laterally 
extending tongue receivable within said slot and 
having at its other end a ?ange apertured to re 
geive said post, and nut means for securing said 
?ange upon said post, said half ring being 
equipped on the inner surface thereof with in 
wardly-extending arcuate bearing ribs oriented 
longitudinally of the half' ring. 1 " 

' LEIF A. ROWE." 
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