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The present invention relates to trays for sup 
plying paint to a roller-type paint applicator. 

Roller-type paint applicators are coming more 
and more into use, particularly for applying paint 
to interior walls. They are easy to manipulate 
and with them a ?at surface can be painted 
more rapidly than with a paint brush. 
One drawback of the roller-type applicator 

heretofore has been the lack of a satisfactory 
means for putting paint on the applicator itself. 
Trays are supplied for this purpose, but the con 
ventional type of tray is just a shallow receptacle 
adapted to contain only a small amount of paint, 
and has to be re?lled repeatedly even for a small 
paint job. Moreover, when using the conven— 
tional type of tray, it is difficult to distribute the 
paint evenly around the whole circumference of 
the applicator. To pick up paint on an applicator 
it is necessary to roll the applicator back and 
forth several times along the bottom of the tray. 
This not only is bothersome and irksome, but 
slows up the painting job. Furthermore, with a 
conventional tray, especially when the tray has 
been freshly ?lled, the paint flows not only onto 
the periphery of the applicator but around the 
ends of the applicator. The paint on the ends of 
the roller is likely to drip which is an annoyance 
and an inconvenience; and moreover, it gets into 
the bearings of the roller, clogging the bearings. 
A primary object of the present invention is 

to provide a tray for use in applying paint to a 
roller-type paint applicator which will permit 
complete saturation of the roller with paint more 
rapidly than is possible with any prior type of 
tray used for this purpose. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a tray for use in applying paint to roller-type 
applicators which is so constructed that the paint 
can be applied to the applicator without working 
or rolling the roller in the tray. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a tray for applying paint to a roller-type appli 
cator which is so constructed that the paint will 
not get onto the ends of the roller or into the 
bearings of the roller. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a tray for applying paint to a roller 
type applicator which can carry a much larger 
supply of paint than any conventional type tray 
used for the purpose. 
Other objects of the invention will be apparent 

hereinafter from the speci?cation and from the 
appended claims. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. l is a plan view of a tray built according 
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2 
to one embodiment of this invention, the roller 
being shown in the tray in dotted lines; 

Fig. 2 is a transverse section through the tray; 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 

tray and also showing diagrammatically how the 
tray may be held in use by the painter; and 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3, but showing 
the tray tipped to apply the paint to an appli 
cator. 
The tray of this invention may be made of 

sheet metal, plastic, or any other suitable ma 
terial. The tray comprises a container H], a 
reservoir section II, and a trough portion It. 
The container is approximately cylindrical in 

shape and is, in use, closed at both ends. Its 
front wall, denoted at l5 (Fig. 3), is formed by 
bending the bottom M of the tray around upon 
itself. There is a space it left between the 
rolled-over portion l 5 of the tray and the bottom 
M of the tray, to provide a mouth or port through 
which paint may ?ow out of the container ill 
into the reservoir II. 
The trough l2 of the tray comprises a base 

portion l8, which is part of the bottom M of the 
tray, and the tWo parallel side walls I9. It has 
a lip 26 at its forward end which acts to retain 
the paint in the trough. The side walls iii are 
bent inwardly toward one another, to form rear 
walls for the trough portion, and then are bent 
at right angles again to form the parallel side 
Walls 23 of the reservoir II. The rear walls of 
the trough consist of the rounded lower portions 
2| and the upstanding portions 22. The rounded 
lower portions 21 have approximately the same 
radius of curvature as the applicator with which 
the tray is to be used. 
Between the side walls or wings 23 of the reser 

voir ll, there is provided an arcuate~shaped 
ba?le 25 which is approximately twice as high as 
the space l6 which forms the port for the con 
tainer Ill. The baffle 25 extends approximately 
for only half the extent of the arcuate portions 
2| of the rear walls of the trough. 
The container It is closed at one end by an 

integral end wall, denoted at 21, this closed end 
wall 21 being formed as an extension of one side 
wall 23 of the reservoir. The other end of the 
container Ill is closed by a removable cap 29. 
The container Ill may be made large enough to 
hold a quart, a half gallon, a gallon, or even 
more paint. 
The bottom M of the tray forms the bottom of 

the reservoir II, but this reservoir, like trough 
I2, is open at its top. It is ?lled from the con 



2,669,736 
3 

tainer ID by paint ?owing out of container l0 
through slot It. 
For ?lling, the container I0 is tipped on end, 

so that the container I0 is at the bottom, and 
paint is poured into the top of the reservoir H 
between the ba?ie plate 25 and front wall 15 of 
the container until the container is ?lled. The 
cap 29 is provided simply to permit cleaning out 
the container 10 at any time after use. 

In using the tray; the painter carries it on his 
forearm A, gripping it in his hand by inserting 
his fingers through the grip 38 which is welded 
or otherwise secured to the bottom of the tray. 
In operation, the roller R isr-held’ close to‘ the‘. 

baiile plate 25 by its handle H. By means of a 
slight downward motion of the arm the-operator 
spills paint over the roller, and‘ with a. slight 
drawing motion of the roller over the bottom of 
the trough the paint is equally distributed over 
the roller while on the way to the surface of 
application. When. the. roller is returned- to the. 
tray for another immersion, it is rolled.v toward 
the baffle plate, picking up any paint left from 
the previous dip, and squeezing‘it into-the reser 
voir. When the roller abuts against the curved 
rear walls 2 i and ba?‘lle portion 25, of. the trough, 
the painter tips the tray- slightly, as before and 
as shown in Fig. 4, to allow the paint inv the 
reservoir I i to spill over the top of the loa?ile 25' 
onto the periphery of theroller R. The trough 
is long enough to permit the roller R to make 
substantially a complete-revolution as it is rolled 
over the bottom portion 18 of the.v trough from 
the lip 25) to the rear. walls H. The paint spilling 
over the baffle 25, when the tray is tilted, insures 
complete coverage and complete saturation of the 
roller in'one traverse of the roller over the trough. 
The feature of immersing, the roller from its 

top by spilling paint over the‘ top of the roller, 
allows the paint to go. down over the. roller giving 
complete saturation of the material of the roller. 
without working or rolling the roller back. and, 
forth in the tray. After one roll of the roller 
across the bottom of the tray, the roller ma. 
terial is saturated; and the roller It)’ may be 
applied. to a wall to paint- the wall. 
The distance between the wall-s 23 of the. 

reservoir is always made less than the length’ 
of the roller R with which the tray is to be used. 
Hence, the channel or spillway over the top. of 
the baffle 25 is centered between the ends of the 
roller so that the ends of‘ the; roller. are protected. 
from the paint flow, thereby keeping them free‘ 
from paint, eliminating dripping and clogging. of 
the bearings. 
The top of the baffle 25, as already stated, isiati 

approximately half. the height. of the; roller R. 
The reservoir opening it is approximately half. 
the height of the baffle plate 25'. This allows the 
paint to feed out of the container into the reser 
voir sufficiently to ?ll the reservoir to practi 
cally the top of the baffle. The container, when 
?lled, keeps a supply of paint at this level. The 
container, being sealed‘ tight, forms a vacuum 
preventing the paint from running out of the 
container. 
The present invention provides, therefore, a‘ 

handy, convenient tray for quickly saturating a. 
roller applicator with paint. Moreover, the tray: 
can carry sufficient paint for a whole room with 
out re?lling. 
With a tray constructed according to the pres 

ent: invention, a roller‘ applicator can‘ be.- left in‘ 
the'channel formed.- by the. curved portion} 2:!" of. 
the; rear walls of the trough; and, the baffle 25V 
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4 
overnight, thoroughly saturated, so long as the 
trough is covered with a suitable lid. The roller 
applicator will be in perfect condition for use 
the next morning. 

Obviously the size of the container, and vari 
ous dimensions of the tray can be altered to suit 
the size of the applicator or applicators with 
which the tray is to be used. 
The term “paint,” as used herein, is employed 

in a generic. sense, and. is intended. to: include 
lacquers, varnishes‘ and other similar materials, 
as well as ordinary paints. 
While the invention has been described in con 

nection with a particular embodiment thereof, it 
will be understood that the invention is capable 
of‘ further modi?cation, and this application is 
intended-to cover any variations, uses, or adapta 
tions of the invention, following, in general, the 
principles of the invention and including such 
departures from the present disclosure as come 
within known. or customary practice: in the: art‘ 
to which the‘ invention pertains and; as: may be: 
applied to the essential features hereinbefore)v set 
forth and as fall within the scope of the: invent- 
tion or the limits of the appended: claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what I. - 

claim is: 
l. A paint tray for usev with: roller-type‘ paint 

applicators comprising a; receptacle having a‘ 

smooth, ?at, solid bottom. wall; sidewallsafront. ' 

wall, and a rear end‘. wall, anda transverse: partie tion. intermediate the front. and‘ end walls; said transverse partition diVlCllng. the. receptacle into" . 

a trough portion and a reservoir, the. ll’lSilZlEiSlllZ'" I 
face of said bottom wall in~ the trough porti'onoft _' 
said receptacle. constituting" a surface on which’. a! 
roller-type applicator is: rolled to" pick- up. paint. 
the height of said partition being greater; aura.‘ 
cent the side walls of the receptacle‘ thanv in its, 
central portion, saidcentral portion constituting: ' 
a ba?leover the topof whichzpaint may: be spilledi ‘ 
from said‘ reservoir onto the roller applicator- = 
when said applicator is abutting against. said; 
partition, said front wall being of approximately“ . 
the same height as the central portion: of; said: 
partition, said side walls decreasing in. heightv 
from. said‘ partition to said‘ front. wall,. and said; . 
partition wall having a concavearcuately curved; 
front face in the portion of it which is-adjacent. .' 
the bottom of the receptaclev to. receive. the pe 
riphery of a roller applicator when; said: appli- 
cator is abutting; against said partition wall. and - 
a hand grip secured to the‘ outsidesurfaceof the- . 
bottom Wall of thereceptacle beneath! said‘ bot-J : 
tom wall, whereby the tray- may rest. on-thefore~ 
arm of a painter and be held: by the painter’s 
hand. ‘ 

2.. A paint tray for. use with. roller=typepaintql 
applicators, having a: lbottom wall, sidewalls; at} 
front wall, and a transverse partition; extending 
between the side. walls» intermediate thErGlld?Of 

the side walls, said partitioni dividing: the tray into a trough, which lies- forward: of the parti; tion', and a reservoir, which lies-rearward; of the partition, 2. container mounted. at- the rear: ofiz-li' 

the tray, the front of which. forms; the: rear’wal'l 
of the reservoir, said container having; a' slot.‘v in: 5 

it directly above the: bottom of? the tray? through‘ which paint. may ?ow from‘; the container intoz'n 

the reservoir, the top of said slot. beingzhelow‘the. . 
minimum height‘ of: the. partition, wl'rerehypaint 
may be retained‘ behind the partition betweem ', 
the partition and the front of the container... 

3. A paint tray for use with roller-types paint _ 
applicators, having a- bottom» wall, side walls~,, a 
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front wall, and a transverse partition extending 
between the side walls intermediate the ends of 
the side walls, said partition dividing the tray 
into a trough, which lies forward of the parti 
tion, and a reservoir, which lies rearward of the 
partition, a container mounted at the rear of 
the tray, the front of which forms the rear wall 
of the reservoir, said container having a slot 
in it directly above the bottom of the tray through 
which paint may ?ow from the container into 
the reservoir, the top of said slot being below 
the minimum height of the partition, whereby 
paint may be retained behind the partition be 
tween the partition and the front of the con“ 
tainer, said partition being arcuately curved in 
the portion of it which is adjacent the bottom 
of the tray to receive the periphery of a roller 
applicator. 

4. A paint tray for use with roller~type ap 
plicators, having a bottom wall, side walls, a 
front wall, and a transverse partition extending 
between the side walls intermediate the ends of 
the side walls, said partition dividing the tray 
into a trough, which lies forward of the par 
tition, and a reservoir, which lies rearward of 
the partition, said partition being of greater 
height adjacent the side walls of the receptacle 
than in its central portion, said central portion 
constituting a ba?ie over the top of which paint 
may be spilled from the reservoir onto a roller 
applicator disposed in the trough against the 
partition, a container mounted at the rear of 
the tray, the front of which forms the rear wall 
of the reservoir, said container having a slot in 
it directly above the bottom of the tray through 
which paint may flow from the container into 
the reservoir, the top of said slot being below 
the top of the central portion of the partition, 
whereby paint may be retained behind the par 
tition between the partition and the front of the 
container. 

5. A paint tray for use with roller-type ap 
plicators, having a bottom wall, side walls, a 
front wall, and a transverse partition extending 
between the side walls intermediate the ends of 
the side walls, said partition dividing the tray 
into a trough, which lies forward of the partition, 
and a reservoir, which lies rearward of the par 
tition, said partition being of greater height 
adjacent the side walls of the receptacle than in 
its central portion, said central portion consti 
tuting a bailie over the top of which paint may 
be spilled from the reservoir onto a roller ap 
plicator disposed in the trough against the par 
tition, and said partition being curved in its 
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lower portion adjacent the bottom of the tray 
complementary to the peripheral curvature of 
a roller applicator to receive the applicator, a 
container mounted at the rear of the tray, the 
front of which forms the rear wall of the reser 
voir, said container having a slot in it directly 
above the bottom of the tray through which 
paint may ?ow from the container into the 
reservoir, the top of said slot being below the 
top of the central portion of the partition, where 
by paint may be retained behind the partition be 
tween the partition and the front of the con 
tainer. 

6. A paint tray for use with roller-type ap 
plicators, having a bottom wall, and two side 
walls, said bottom wall being bent upwardly at 
its front end to form a front wall for the tray, 
said bottom wall being reversely rolled upon itself 
at its rear end with an approximately cylindrical 
roll, there being a space left between the front 
of said roll and the opposed face of the bottom 
wall, said side walls being bent at right angles 
toward one another intermediate their ends and 
then being bent rearwardly at right angles again, 
the ?rst-named bent portions of the side walls 
constituting parts of the rear wall of a trough, 
a transverse partition extending between the 
second-named bent portions of the side walls 
and constituting the rest of the rear wall of said 
trough, said transverse partition being of less 
height than said ?rst-named bent portions of 
the side walls, one of the side walls extending over 
the end of the rolled portion of the bottom wall 
and constituting an end of a container compris 
ing said rolled portion, and a removable cap 
closing the other end of said rolled portion, the ‘ 
top of said partition being above the space be 
tween the front of the rolled portion and the 
opposed face of the bottom wall, and said par 
tition and the ?rst-named bent portions of the 
side walls being curved to receive a roller ap 
plicator. 

GEORGE H. WABN'ITZ. 
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