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The present invention relates to mailing pieces 
and refers more particularly to the type of piece 
comprising a message sheet which is folded to 
constitute an envelope, and in which the name 
and address on the message sheet serves as the 
name and address of the envelope by being 
viewed through an opening in the envelope. 
A disadvantage of pieces of this type is that 

previous embodiments have taken involved 
shapes, requiring considerable mechanical apti 
tude for their proper use. As a result, conven 
tional envelopes have remained in general use, 
even to the extent of containing another con 
ventional envelope along with the message, the 
second envelope to be used for replying. 
An object of the present invention is the pro“ 

vision of a message sheet which will serve as its 
own envelope and also as its own return en 
velope. 
A further object is that the same writing will 

serve as the name and address of the message 
sheet and of the envelope. 
Another object is that, when being used as a 

return envelope, the sheet may be totally closed 
so as to safely contain enclosed matter. 

Still another object is to provide a duplicate of 
the message which will be made at the same time 
as the original so that the addressee may retain 
the original, this duplicate appearing on a por 
tion of the message sheet which constitutes the 
return envelope, thus insuring its return to the 
addressor to assist in accounting procedures. 
Another and further object is that the piece 

be openable by tearing along a clearly indicated 
line both ends of which are located at an edge 
of the envelope, and that the mode of use of the 
piece be in all other respects convenient and un 
mistakably obvious. 
Yet another object is the provision of a sub 

stantially closed space for loose sheets or other 
material to be contained in the mailing piece 
without obscuring the view of the address. 
An outstanding object is the provision of a 

mailing piece having all of the above advan 
tages and which may be delivered by the manu 
facture thereof in folded and permanently sealed 
condition, being capable of receiving original 
and duplicate impressions of the name and ad 
dress and of the message in such folded and per 
manently sealed condition, and without there 
after disclosing the message while in transit to 
the addressee. 
In accomplishing the objects of the present 

invention a message sheet is provided formed 
with fold lines dividing it into substantially equal 
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central and lower portions, “the upper portion 
being a flap for folding in between the central 
portion which becomes the back of the envelope 
and the lower portion which becomes the front 
of the envelope. The lower portion has a window 
opening through which the name and address 
may be read from the flap, and the rear surface 
of the flap is coated with carbon so that a dupli— 
cate name, address and message is transferred 
to the central, or back, portion, while the lower 
or front portion has a portion of its rear surface 
similarly coated for transfer of the message to 
the enclosure flap portion. 
The sheet is further formed with lines of perfo 

rations located so as to be in registry when the 
sheet is folded, and to form a single continuous 
line beginning and ending on the same edge of 
the sealed envelope. Tearing of the envelope to 
open it is thus facilitated and tearing completely 
along the line results not only in opening the 
envelope into a sheet comprising the central 
and lower portions, but also results in detaching 
the enclosure ?ap portion. 

It is understood that the portions of the en 
velope located outside the lines of perforations 
were adhered together to constitute the envelope. 
Adhesive means located inside the lines of perfo 
rations are now available to seal the envelope for 
its return trip. 
Other objects of this invention will in part be 

obvious and in part hereinafter be pointed out. 
The invention accordingly consists in the fea— 
tures of construction, combinations of elements 
and arrangements of parts which will be exemp1i~ 
fled in the constructions hereinafter described. 
In the accompanying drawing, in which is. shown 
one of the various possible illustrative embodi 
ments of this invention: 
Figure 1 is a plan view of the message sheet 

before folding into envelope form. 
Figure 2 is a front plan view of the folded and 

sealed envelope constituted from the message 
sheet. 

Figure 3 is a section on the line 3—3 of Fig 
ure 2. 

Figure 4 is a corresponding View of the sheet 
folded to constitute a return envelope. 

Referring now in detail to the drawings, the 
message sheet i8 is divided by the laterally ex— 
tending fold lines H, 12 into the substantially 
equal upper enclosure flap portion 13, central 
envelope back portion I4 and lower envelope 
front portion [5. Lateral lines 15, ii, iii of 
perforations and longitudinal lines I9, 20 of 
perforations are‘ located was to overlie one an'-' 
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other in register when sheet if) is folded along 
lines H and I2, so as to constitute a continuous 
tear line 2|, both of whose ends are located on 
the lower. boundary of the envelope between the 
front and back portions 15, M, respectively of 
the envelope, as clearly shown in Figure 2. It is 
considered important that the tear line 2! begins 
and ends on a boundary or edge of the envelope, 
in order to facilitate tearing, this being much 
more convenient than tear lines not so located 
and in which the commencement of the tearing 
operation must be carefully performed in order 
not to tear improperly. 
An adhesive coating 22 is applied to the sur 

face of sheet iii outside the lines of perforations 
i1, l8, i9, 23 and also on the rear surface there 
of, not illustrated in Figure 1, between fold line 
H and perforated line it. The adhesive between 
lines H and ll may be omitted at the option of 
the manufacturer, as the envelope will be sealed 
whether or not it is present. An additional coat 
ing of adhesive material 23 is applied inside the 
lines :1, is, it and adjacent thereto on central 
back portion is only. It is contemplated that in 
some applications of the invention, for instance 
when the piece is is used by professional offices 
or others using relatively small quantities of the 
piece, ill, the coating 22 will be of the self sealing 
type, for instance a pressure sensitive, rubber 
content coating which seals to a similar coating 
upon contact, while the coating 23 will in all cases 
be of a type requiring further treatment before 
becoming operative, for instance glue, mucilage 
or gum which requires moistening in or er to seal 
on contact. 
The surface of upper ?ap enclosure portion 

13 illustrated in Figure 1 will hereafter be re 
ferred to as the rear surface, as the opposite sur 
face is the one which receives the addressee’s 
name and address and the message, the latter 
being illustrated as a bill or statement con 
stituted by the written material, the duplicate 
impression of which appears on central envelope 
back portion it below the addressee’s or custom 
er’s name and address. Similarly, the surface 
of lower envelope front portion I5 illustrated in 
Figure 1 will be referred to .as the rear surface of 
said portion I5. Sair rear surfaces of portions 
l3 and I5 comprise the portions 24, 25, 2t coated 
with pressure sensitive transfer material such 
as carbon black or lamp black, for transferring 
physically written impressions to an underlying 
surface. Thus the original impression 2'! of the 
customer’s name and address is transferred by 
coating 2!; as at 28, the portion l3 ?rst having 
been folded down over portion 14. 
The message, the duplicate impression of which 

appears at 29, may either be typed on the front 
face of portion I3 and transferred by coating 25 
to portion Ill as at 29, or alternatively the en 
velope may be completely folded and sealed at 
the factory and delivered to the ?rst user as in 
Figure 2, in which case the name and address 
can be impressed through opening 39 in portion 
55 as at 21, directly onto the front face of por 
tion it, transferring to portion [4 as at 28. It 
is envisaged that this operation can be done by 
means of automatic addressing machinery em 
ploying address plates, and the addressed en 
velopes conveyed to other operators for typing 
of the typed portion of the message. 
The printed corner guides 3i on the front sur 

face of portion l5 permit the message typist to 
impress the digits of the message at the proper 
location, the impression being transferred by coat 
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ing 26 to porton l3 and by coating 25 to portion 
M as illustrated at 29. It not being desirable 
that the message appear on the outside of the 
envelope, a typewriter with clean type bars and 
no ribbon may be used for the initial impression, 
or if ‘visual. veri?cation of the message trans 
ferred is desired, a detachable flap 32 may be se- a 
cured to the front surface of portion i5 in reg 
ister with portion 26 by means of the gummed 
strip 33 and then torn off along the perforated 
line 34 and discarded. 
The lower front envelope portion l5 comprises 

the closing flap 35, the latter comprising the longi 
tudinal border portion 36 extending adjacent win 
dow opening 30, ?ap 35 further being of a size to 
extend beyond opening 30 in all directions so as to 
close same when folded over opening 30 as in 
Figure 4, and still leave opening 30 open when 
desired as in Figures 1, 2 and 3. 
In operation, the name and address and mes 

sage is impressed as described above either before 
or after sealing of the envelope by means of 
adhesive 22, and the piece is mailed. 
Upon receipt the piece is torn along tear line 

H as described and the portions located outside 
tear line 2| are discarded. Portion [3 has been 
automatically detached by the tearing and is re 
tained. for the customer’s records. Adhesive 23 
is then moistened, also adhesive 3'! of closing 
flap 35, flap 35 being sealed over opening 30 to 
close same while adhesive 23 seals the portions 
Hi, Is together to constitute a totally closed re 
turn envelope which will hold an enclosure such 
as a check in payment of the statement com 
prised in the message. 

Certain other advantages are enjoyed by the 
present invention. The envelope as illustrated 
in Figure 3 has a space 38 which is totally closed 
for all practical purposes and may therefore 
safely contain loose sheets or other material as 
desired in addition to the duplicate message. 
Such material, being in back of ?ap 13, will not 
obscure the address. If no duplicate message 
and no enclosed space 38 is desired, the flap i3 
is not necessary. 
The cost of manufacture of the piece It can be 

further reduced by having both adhesives 22 and 
23 of a gummy nature, since coating 22 can be 
moistened easily at the factory and sealed with 
out causing coating 23 to adhere, and the same 
result can be produced by the ordinary secretary 
or billing clerk by the exercise of moderate care. 

It will thus be seen that there is provided a 
device in which the several objects of this in 
vention are achieved, and which is well adapted 
to meet the conditions of practical use.‘ As vari 
ous possible embodiments might be made of the 
above invention, and as various changes might 
be made in the embodiments’ above set forth, it 
is to be understood that all matter herein set 
forth or shown in the accompanying drawing is 
to be interpreted as illustrative and not in a lim 
iting sense. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A combined message sheet, envelope and re~ 

turn envelope, comprising a sheet of foldable ma~ 
terial, said sheet comprising integrally three sub 
stantialiy rectangular portions extending side by 
side one above the other, the central and lower 
of said portions comprising adhesive means by 
which they may be constituted the rear and front 
portions respectively of an envelope, said lower 
portion being formed with a window opening and 
further comprising a ?ap foldable from a closed 
positionobscuring said opening to an open posi 
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tion permitting a view through said opening, 
the upper portion of said sheet when folded 
down between the said rear and front portions of 
said envelope blocking the View of said rear por 
tion through said Window opening, said upper 
portion further being provided with transfer ma 
terial for transferring impressions to said rear 
portion, all of said portions comprising lines of 
perforations parallel to edges of said portions, the 
lines of perforations of the three portions being 
in register in the folded condition of the sheet, 
said perforations as viewed from the outside of 
said envelope constituting a substantially con 
tinuous single line extending in spaced relation 
to and parallel to three outer boundaries of said 
envelope and beginning and ending at the fold 
line between said front and rear portions of said 
envelope, said fold line forming the fourth outer 
boundary of said envelope, so that upon opening 
said envelope by tearing along said line of perfo 
rations, the result is an open sheet comprising 
said front and rear portions and a separate sheet 
constituted by said upper portion, said front and 
back portions further comprising additional ad 
hesive means located adjacent and inside said 
lines of perforations for constituting said front 
and back portions into a return envelope. 

2. In a message sheet according to claim 1, said 
envelope front portion further having on its in 
side surface transfer material in register with .i' 
said transfer material of said upper portion in the 
folded condition of said sheet, said envelope front 
portion further having on its outside surface a 
detachable flap devoid of transfer material and 
in register with said two transfer materials, and 
said upper portion being folded down and said 
lower portion being folded up and said first men 
tioned adhesive being adhered so as to constitute 
said sheet a folded and sealed envelope ready to 
receive address and message indicia. 

3. A combined message sheet, envelope and re 
turn envelope, said sheet comprising integrally a 
substantially rectangular central portion, a lower 
portion of substantially equal area and connected 
to said central portion along the lower boundary 
of the latter, and a third portion connected to 
said central portion along one of the remaining 
boundaries of the latter, said central and lower 
portions comprising adhesive means by which 
they may be constituted the rear and front por- , 
tions respectively of an envelope, said lower por 
tion being formed with a window opening and 
further comprising a ?ap foldable from a closed 
position closing said opening to an open position 
permitting a view through said opening, said 
third portion when folded over to a position be 
tween said rear and front portions of said en 
velope blocking the view of said rear portion 
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through said window opening, said third portion 
further being provided with transfer material for 
transferring impressions to said rear portion, all 
of said portions comprising lines of perforations 
parallel to edges of said portions, the lines of 
perforations of the three portions being in reg 
ister in the folded condition of the sheet, said 
perforations as viewed from the outside of said 
envelope constituting a substantially continuous 
single line extending in spaced relation to and 
parallel to three outer boundaries of said envelope 
and beginning and ending at the fold line be 
tween said front and rear portions of said en 
velope, said fold line forming the fourth outer 
boundary of said envelope, so that upon opening 
said envelope by tearing along said line of perfo 
rations, the result is an open sheet comprising 
said front and rear portions and a separate sheet 
constituted by said third portion, said front and 
back portions further comprising additional ad 
hesive means located adjacent and inside said 
lines of perforations for constituting said front 
and back portions into a return envelope. 

4. In a message sheet according to claim 3, said 
envelope front portion further having on its in 
side surface transfer material in register with 
said transfer material of said third portion in 
the folded condition of said sheet, said envelope 
front portion further having on its outside sur 
face a detachable ?ap devoid of transfer mate~ 
rial and in register with said two transfer ma 
terials, and said third portion being folded in 
and said lower portion being folded up and said 
first mentioned adhesive being adhered so as to 
constitute said sheet a folded and sealed envelope 
ready to receive address and message indicia. 

KENNETH S. LAY. 
BERNADINE F. LAY. 
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