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This invention relates to dispensers or holders 
for rolls of sheet material, such as toilet paper, 
paper towelling, and the like. 7 V > j 

Holders for toilet paper in roll form new in 
common use usually comprise a spindle for carry- ' 
ing the roll and a bracket arranged to support 
the spindle and, roll in exposed position. There 
are several objectionable features inherent in 
such holders. One such feature is the unsightli 
ness of the exposed roll, particularly in domestic 
use, Another feature is'the tendency of the roll 
to unwind beyond a desirable point when paper 
is being removed therefrom as well as the tend 
ency of users to remove a large amount of un 
necessary paper, particularly in public, commer 
cial, and industrial establishments. As a result, 
many such establishments employ a sheet-type 
pack of paper with a suitable dispenser therefor, 
despite the fact that the paper in roll form is 
less expensive and the servicing of holders there 
for requires less effort and involves less wastage 
of paper. 1 - ' ' ' 7' 

It has heretofore been proposed to provide 
holders of closed type for ‘toilet paper‘rolls as 
well as means for restraining the undesirable or, 
excessive ejection of p‘aperytherefrom. However, 
none of such holders have'achieved commercial 
success largely because of operational and main 
tenance dimculties. ' 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
dispenser for rolls of sheet material, such holder 
being of the substantially closed type and having 
a pair of material dispensing lips located directly 
below the roll-containing portion of the holder, 
at least one of the lips being subjected to pres 
sure to exert a mildly restraining action of the 
passage of material between the lips. 
The invention will be described with reference 

to the accompanying drawing, in which, 
Figure l is a front elevation of a holder in ac 

cordance with the invention, 
Figure 2 is a side elevation, and 
Figure 3 is a side elevation, partly in section. 
In the drawing, the holder shown is of the con 

tainer type and includes a normally stationary 
open base portion 1 having a rear wall 2, which is 
adapted to be ?xed to a wall or other support, 
end walls 3, top wall 4 and bottom wall 5. Aligned 
brackets 6 are mounted on the inner surfaces of 
end walls 3 to support the ends of a spindle ‘I 
which is adapted to rotatably carry a roll of toilet 
paper 8 or the like in the usual manner. 
A rod 9 has its ends journalled in the upper end 

portions of walls 3 rearwardly of brackets 6 and 
has a forwardly directed and depending U-shaped 
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portion l0 whichis curved to ?t around and en' 
gage the forwardly disposed surface of paper roll 
v8. It will be observed that the portion Ill extends 
from approximately the top surface of the roll 
to ea-point'gbelow the axis of the roll, i. e., below 
.thebrackets 6. The portion ill is adapted to 
bear upon the forward surface of roll 8 under the 
action {of its own Weight and to restrain and 
direct the paper as it is being fed therefrom. . 

u A closure II forthe holder comprises a curved 
forward wall I2, endwalls I3, and bottom» wall 
-|4.~,The. closure is pivotally secured to portion I 
by means of pins or rivets [5 extending through 
lower rearward portions l3’.of wallsl3 and over 
lapping. portions of walls 3. Thus, the closure 
maybeswung downwardly to fully expose the 
interior of portion I; In the closed position of 
the closure, its walls'l3‘ and I4 may overlapgwalls 
3 and 5 of portion I, as shown. The closure may 
be secured in closed position by means of a spring 
catch l6, carried by wall ‘4 and engageable with 
the upper edge portion of- wall l2 through open 

It will be apparent that any suitable 
lockingv means for the~closure may be provided 
and it may be of key-controlled nature if desired. 
Itwill be apparent that the position, of the pivotal 
mounting of the closure may, if desired, be 
changed'to the ‘upper portions of the holder. 
' A paper outlet slot I8 is provided in the bottom 
wall “of the closure directly below the ‘roll-con 
taining portion'of the container; The slot I8 is 
located substantially midway between the rear 
wall v2 and forward limit of wall l2. The slot [8 
has a stationary forward lip I9 which is con 
stituted by a curved downward extension of wall 
l2 and a rearward lip 20 which is spring-pressed 
towards lip l9. As shown, lip 20 is carried by a 
rod 2! journalled in end walls It and a coil spring 
22 is mounted on the rod to urge the lower edge 
of the lip into engagement with the lower edge 
portion of lip l9. Obviously, the tension of spring 
22 may be varied as desired but in any case it 
is adapted to impose a very light forwardly 
directed pressure on the lip 20. It will also be 
observed that lip 20, 'as shown, is constituted by 
a ?at plate whereby only a minor edge portion 
thereof is pressed into engagement with lip IE 
or interposed paper. ' 

In use, the paper roll is inserted in the holder 
in the manner illustrated and the free end of 
the paper web is guided through the lips I 9‘ and 
20, to assume the position shown in Figure 3. 
In such position, it will be observed that the minor 
edge portion of lip 20 bears lightly on the Web 
and, while offering no noticeable resistance to 



2,668,022 
3 

passage of paper past the same, acts to restrain 
undesirable unwinding of the roll in response 
to a sharp pull on the web and unrestricted ejec 
tion of paper through the slot. In practice, there 
fore, only a desired amount of paper is withdrawn 
from the holder. Moreover, since the amount 
of paper withdrawn is directly proportional to 
the length of pulling stroke exerted on the web, 
the device acts to avoid pro?igate use of paper 
by users. It will also be observed‘v that, since the 
exit slot 18 is directly below the paper roll, the 
web is led directly from the roll into engagement 
with the curved lip 19 and encounters no inter 
vening barrier on which it might. become 5360i 
dentally torn or broken. 7 

Preferably, the forward w'allTZ of‘the'closure 
is provided with an opening or ~wind0w’23, through 
which the paper roll may be viewed todeter 
mine the need for replacement. Furthermore, 
should the paper web become broken inside the 
‘holder, the ?ngers of the user may be inserted 
through opening 23 to again feed the web through 
the slot I8. 
The rod portion [0 acts as a guide for the-web 

being dispensed and also serves to prevent un 
desired unwinding or loosening of the roll. Pref 
erably, the legs of portion l8 extend across open 
ing 23, as shown in Figure 1, to restrain unde 
sired tampering with the roll. 
The holder may be constructed of light metal, 

plastic, or any other suitable material. 
It will be obvious that various means, other 

than the spring 22, may be employed to urge 
the lip 20 under slight pressure towards lip I9 
and thus impose a minor restraint on the paper 
passing therethrough. Thus, counterweight or 
like means may be employed. 

I claim: 
1. A toilet paper dispenser comprising an open 

base member having top, bottom, side and rear 
walls, a closure for said member having top, bot 
tom, side and front walls, said closure being hing 
edly mounted. on said base member, brackets 
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mounted on the side walls of said base member _ 
for supporting a toilet paper roll, said'bottom 
wall of the closure having a slot therein for exit 
of a web of paper therethrough, a curved lip pro 
jecting downwardly from the forward edge of 
said slot, and a second lip mounted on the rear 
edge of said slot and projecting 'downwardlyt 

s45 

therefrom, said second lip being spring-pressed 
towards said ?rst lip. 

2. In a toilet paper dispenser having a base 
member with top, bottom, side and rear walls, a 
closure hingedly secured to the base member 
and having top, bottom, side and front walls, and 
brackets mounted on the side walls of the base 
member for supporting a toilet paper roll, said 
bottom wall of the closure having a paper out 
let slot therein, a curved lip projecting down 
wardly from the forward edge of the slot, a ?at 
.lip hinged to the rear edge of the slot, and a 
‘spring urging the free edge of said ?at lip into 
engagement with said curved lip. 

3. A toilet paper dispenser comprising an open 
*base member having top, bottom, side and rear 
walls, a closure~£or said member having top, 
bottom, side and front walls, said closure being 
hingedly ‘mounted on said base member, brack 
ets mounted on the side walls of said base mem 
her for supporting a toilet paper roll, .saidzibot 
tom wall of the closure having a vslot therein ‘for 
exit of a web of paper therethrough, a lipiipme 
jecting downwardly from the forward edge of said 
slot, and a second lip mounted 'on the rear, side 
of said ‘slot and projecting downwardly there» 
from, said second lip being resiliently urged 
‘towards said ?rst lip. 
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