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1. 

My present invention relates to means for sup 
porting a portion of the weight of the upper part 
of the human body, other than by means of the 
spinal column. Primarily, the structure of this 
invention is for the use of those driving motor 
vehicles and particularly thosewho have to make 
long drives,,although it is also useful to persons 
who, because of sickness or weakness from other 
cause, ?nd it di?icult or painfulto support the 
body in an erect position. Among the objects of ’ 
this invention are the provision of an apparatus 
which can be utilized to support a part of the 
weight of the’upper portion of the human body 
by means of ' more or less rigid props engaging 
under the arms of the user; the provision of an 
apparatus of ‘the type indicated which can move, 
readily, to various positions to accommodate the 
shiftingpof the body; and such further objects, 
advantages, and capabilities as will hereafter-ap 
pear and as are inherent in' the construction'di's 
closed herein. My invention further resides in 
the combination, construction, and arrangement 
of‘ parts illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings and, while I have shown'therein what is now 
regarded as the preferred embodiment of this 
invention, I desire the same to be understood‘ as‘ 
illustrative only and not to be interpreted in a 
limiting sense. 
In the drawings annexed hereto and forming 

apart hereof, 
Fig. 1 is a view of one form of‘ the present 

invention in use by an individual in a sitting 
position; 

Fig. 2’ is an elevation thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a section taken substantially along 

the plane indicated by the‘ line 3-3 in Fig. 2; 
Fig. 419 a plan of the base portion; 
Fig; dis a detail section taken substantially 

along the plane indicated by the line» 5'—5 in 
Fig.4; 

Fig. 6 is a. vertical section of the head'rportion 
of a modi?ed form of the structure shown in 
Fig.3; 

Fig. ‘7 is a longitudinal section of the lower 
portion of a modi?ed form of the structure shown: 
inFig. 3; 

Fig. 8 shows another form of‘ the arm loop, 
partly'in section; 

Fig. 9 is‘ an edge view of the form of arm loop 
shovmin Fig. 8; and 

FigelO is a partly sectional elevation of a still 
further'modi?ed form of theprops. 

They present. invention comprises a base I, to 
whichispivoteda pair-of arms 2 to; support the 
subiectunder- the: armpits; and a‘ harness: 3 to 
Secuxe. thaullper endso'f thezarms-tin desired‘. 
position. 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

2. 
The base I is constituted‘ of a rigidiplate4 upon. 

which there. may be positioned a seat. pad 5.. A 
bracket 6 is secured to the plate 4 to depend, at 
its forward edge. This bracket 6 prevents rear. 
ward‘ movement of'the base I when the device is 
in use, withthe base I positioned on the seat of. a 
truck, tractor, or thelike. 
The arms 2. are vconnected to the base by balll 

andv socket joints 1. These joints 1 are consti 
tuted of sockets 8 which. are secured to the plate 
4 at either side thereof in any of a plurality of ' 
holes9. Rods were provided at their lower ends 
with balls II of a size to be received and ?t with 
in the sockets 8. Eachrod I 0;.as shown in Figs 
3 and‘ 5', is provided with a ?ange I 4 thereabout 
in proximity to‘ the’ ball II. A ring‘ I5 is thread-_ 
edly engaged in eachsock'ett above the ball- I‘I, 
whereby to' retain the. ball: within the socket. _ 
Thesockets 8‘ and retaining" rings’ I5 are pro 

vided with notches Iii of a ‘width. to receive the 
portion of rod IIl between the ball. If and the 
?ange It. The ?ange i4 is'spaced from the ball 
I I su?‘iciently to clear the socket 8‘ when the rod 
is pivoted into the notches’ I6. The threaded 
ring I5‘ is of a thickness less than the distance 
from the ball II‘ to the‘?ange I 4 whereby, for 
assembly, the ring I5 may be ‘placed upon the 
rod‘ I0, between the ball‘ H and the ?ange I 4;, 
and then screwed into‘ the socket 8. Although 
the notch I6 cuts completely through the ~retain~ 
ing ring I5'~,,the bearing of ring I5 upon the ball 
I [prevents collapse of theiring' I5 under load. 
Thearms 2 further comprise a pair of‘ tubes 

I‘I‘and' I8, oneslidable within the other. The 
outer tube 11 provided withav thumb screw I la, 
at its’ lower end, for maintaining the inner tube 
IB-in adjusted longitudinal position. The inner 
diameter‘ of‘the- inner tube- I8‘ is‘ such as to re 
ceive rod ID in readilyslidable engagement. 

A. U-shaped bracket I9 is secured to the upper 
end of each outer tube [1‘. 
pad-20‘ is rotatably secured‘ between the-arms‘ of 
the'bracketl i9, andvthe‘ pads 2-0 are proportioned 
to be received‘ under the‘ armpits of the user to 
give support‘ tov the body. Ai- resilient tubular 
shoulder retaining. strap ZI istsecured atits‘ends 
to the:-extremitieszofithet arms of the bracket I59‘. 
In order toshold thestraps 2i" oaths-‘users shoul~ 
ders-;;a harness 3 is provided. 

This" harness 3/ comprises a" pair of: shoulder 
pads 22. and‘a group ‘of straps connecting: the 
pads. The pads are‘ pieces of soft leather, ap 
proximately square in outline, with one edge 
turnedlover into‘ a loop‘ 22c; which surrounds the“ 

To; these: pads; are‘ 
‘secured; the. . straps 23¢ which. may: be secured tog- 
tubular shoulder straps 2t. 

gether in pairs, one behind the neck and the 

A soft cylindrical 
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other in front thereof. These can be adjusted 
in length to position the shoulder straps 2i prop 
erly in accordance with the size of the individual. 
The loops 22a are slidably adjustable with rela 
tion to the shoulder straps 2| to ?t the structure 
to the individual. 
In operation, the user may sit on the base I 

or the pad1'5 and place the arms 2 in position 
with the ‘pads. 20 under the armpits and the 
straps 2| over the shoulders. The neck straps 10 
23 should then be adjusted sufficiently tightly to - 
hold the straps 2| on the shoulders. The tubes 
11 and I8 should then be adjusted to give ade 
quate support to the back_ and allow some of the 
load to be carried in suspension from the shoul 
ders. When the user wishes to move to some 
other job, all that is necessary is to'get up. The 
inner tubes i8 slide off of rods in. By having a 
base I on each equipment, the user may then 
move to another job withoutthe necessity of fur 
ther ‘adjustment. 
In Figs. 6 and '7 is shown a'modi?cation of the 

support structure shown in Fig. 3. This has a 
lower. section, as shown in Fig. 7, and an upper 
section, as shown in Fig. 6. The head portion is 
freely rotatably supportedwith relation to the 
outer tube i1 and has a central cross tube 30 
held in adjusted position with relation to the 
angular rods 3| and 32 by set screws 33. The 
upwardly extending portions 34 ofthe rods 3| 
and 32 extend into the tubular member 35, which 
corresponds to the tubular member 2| of Fig. 3, 
and are held in position therein by set screws 36. 
Heavy sponge rubber 3‘! is wrapped around the 
tube 39 and secured in place, preferably by a 
wrapping of soft leather. » . » i 

As shown at 8a in Fig. 7, the form of the sock 
ct 8 may be varied. Also, the supporting rods 3! 
and 32 may be replaced by a singlerod 38, as 
shown in Fig. 8, in which a piece of hose, split 
along one side, as indicated at ‘39, surrounds the 
rod 38 and holds the tube 2! in place on the rod. 
The rod 38 is slidable through an arcuately bent 
metal tube which has a threaded stud welded 
thereto, which is adapted to be screwed into one 
end of the tubular member 11. During use, this 
structure has the loop at its upper end arranged 
at an angle to the direction of the tube H, as 
shown in Fig. 9. 
In Fig. 10 there is shown a modi?ed form of 

latch for holding the parts I‘! and 18 in adjusted 
position. This comprises a ring 40 surrounding 
the tube 51 and slidable lengthwise thereof be-, 
tween the heads 42 and 43. This is for the pur 
pose of holding the spring 4| against the tube I‘! 
so as to force the latching means into a hole 25 
whereby to prevent relative longitudinal shift 
ing of the parts I1 and I8. 

It is of course understood that the speci?c de 
scription of structure set forth above may be de 
parted from without‘ departing from the spirit of 
this invention as. disclosed in this speci?cation 
and as de?ned by the appended claims. 
Having now described my invention, I claim: 
1. A body-support comprising a base for the 

user to sit upon, a pair of rods upwardly extend 
ing therefrom, one at each side of the user in 
sitting position, a pair of shoulder supports, each 
of which comprises a pad for positioning under 
the armpit, and a pair of tubes in lengthwise 
slidable adjustment, one within the other, with 
the pad carried from the upper end of the out 
er tube, the inner tube being freely slidably po 
sitioned upon said rod, and freely slidably re 
movable therefrom, the'above structure making 

4 
it possible for a portion of the weight of the up 
per body of the user to be suspended from the 
shoulders, and a strap means engageable with 
the pad and holding same connected to the 
shoulders of the user so that he can rise from 
the seat without previously detaching the pads 
from the tubes. 

2. A body-support in accordance‘ with claim 1 
in which said rods are pivotally connected to 
said base by a universal joint. 

3. For use in a device of the class described 
comprising a support and an arm adapted to be 

. carried thereby for ready removal therefrom, a 
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ball and socket joint for pivotally connecting 
‘said arm with said support, said joint compris 
ing a socket adapted to be secured to said sup 
port, a rod having a ball upon one end thereof 
and a ?ange about said rod spaced from said ball, 
a retaining ring for threaded engagement in said 
socket to retain the ball therein, said ring being 
open at one side and said ring being su?iciently, 
thin whereby said ring may be passed between 
said ball and ?ange to position said ring about 
said rod, said ?ange being spaced from said ball 
a distance su?icient to clear said socket upon 
pivoting of said rod, and a tube slidable upon» 
said rod for bearing upon said ?ange. 

4. A body-weight distributing apparatus, com-_ 
prising a base-plate, a pair of uprights having 
universal connection with said base-plate, each. 
upright having a cross-head embodying cushion 
ing material for engaging under the arms of the 
user to support part of the weight of the body, a 
strap connected with each cushion to engage 
over the shoulders of the user and hold the cushé, 
iom'ng member against displacement, and strap 
means engaging the ?rst strap means and hold 
ing same in place on the shoulders of the user. 

5. A body-support comprising a base for the 
user to sit upon, a pair of substantially vertical 
arms connected at their lower ends to said. base 
in laterally spaced-apart relation, each of said 
arms including a pair of telescopically associated 
members, the lower of said members being con-. 
nected with the base, the upper members being 
freely removable upwardly from the lower mem 
bers, means at the upper ends of said upper mem- ' 
bers to receive the armpits of the user, and a 
shoulder-encircling means securely connected to 
the upper end of each of said upper members for 
operatively connecting said upper members with 
the user, whereby the latter may rise from‘ the; 
body, support and move about without discon 
necting the upper members from his body. ' 

6. A body-support as set forth in, claim 5 hav 
ing means connecting the upper portions of said 
shoulder-encircling means to prevent the latter 
from becoming disconnected from the body of the 
user when said user rises from said base and the'i 
upper members are released from the lower mem 
bers. ' . 

'7. A body-support as de?ned by claim 5 having ' 
means for connecting the lower ends of said lower 
members whereby said arms may be swung down- " 
wardly, relative to the base, into a position sub; ' 
stantially parallel to the plane of said base. 

8. A body-support comprising :a ‘base for the’ 
user to sit upon, a pair of rods upwardly extend 
ing therefrom, one at each side of the user in sit~ 
ting position, a pair of shoulder supports, each of 
which comprises a pad for positioning under the 
armpit, and a pair of tubes in lengthwise slidable 
adjustment, one within the other, with the pad ' 
carried from the upper end of the outer'tube, the ‘ 
innerv tube being freely slidably positioned upon 1 
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said rod, and freely slidably removable therefrom, 
the above structure making it possible for a por 
tion of the Weight of the upper body of the user 
to be suspended from the shoulders, and a strap 
means engageable with the pad and holding the 
same connected to the shoulders of the user so 
that he can rise from the seat without previously 
detaching the pads from the tubes, said rods be 
ing pivotally connected to said base by a universal 
joint, each of said universal joints being provided 
with slotted portions at one side to receive the 
lower end of the associated rod when the rods and 
tubes are swung into a position ‘approximately 
parallel and adjacent said base. 

ERNEST G. DUSTIN. 
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