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" This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements :in ladies’ handbags or the like. 

‘ The present invention proposes the formation 
of ladies' handbags having perimetral shells bent 
toshape from elongated strips of material to have 
an open top and an open bottom with a ñxedly 
mounted bottom wall closing the open bottom 
and with a pivotally mounted closure flap closing 
the open top and to the outer face of which a 
handle is secured so that the handbags may be 
conveniently carried about. 

Still further, the present invention proposes the 
addition of a pocket on the inner face of the clo 
sure nap for carrying a mirror, >a comb or other 
similar articles, commonly carried in handbags, 
as an integral part of the closure flap. 
Another object of the present invention pro 

poses the provision of means on the perimetral 
shells for engagement with the closure flaps in a 
manner to maintain the closure flaps in their 
closed positions. 

‘ As a still further object, the present invention 
proposes bending the elongated strips of material 
used for forming the perimetral shells of the 
handbags to the desired shapes about the bottom 
walls and to bring their end edges into adjacent 
contact and to provide the closure ñaps with tail 
portions depended along the outer faces of the 
perimetral shells over the meeting end edges of 
the elongated strips of material to be secured 
thereto at opposite sides of the meeting edges in 
a manner to maintain the meeting end edges in 
abutment. 
The present invention further proposes several 

different ways of mounting the bottom walls 
securely in position closing the open bottoms of 
the perimetral shells formed of the elongated 
strips of material. i 

1t is a further object of the present invention 
to construct ladies’ handbags of the type disclosed 
which are simple and durable, which are effective 
for their intended purposes and which can be 
manufactured and offered for sale at a reasonable 
cost. v 

For further comprehension of the invention, 
and of the objects and advantages thereof, refer 
ence will be had to the following description and 
accompanying drawings, and to the appended 
claims in which the various novel features of the 
invention are more particularly set forth. 
0n the accompanying drawings forming a 

material part of the present disclosure: ' 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a lady’s handbag 

constructed in accordance with the present in 
vention. 
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Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. l, but showing 
the handbag with the closure ñap in an open 
position. 

Fig. 3 is a rear elevational view of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a partial enlarged transverse vertical 

sectional view taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 5 is a partial enlarged horizontal sectional 

view taken on the line 5--5 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 6 is a partial enlarged transverse sectional 

view of the closure flap taken on the line 8-6 
of Fig. 2. ’ 

Fig. 7 is a developed view of the blank used for 
forming the perimetral shell. 

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. l, but illustrating 
the handbag constructed in accordance with a 
modification of the present invention. 

Fig. 9 is a view similar to Fig. 8, but showing 
the closure flap in its open position. 

Fig. 10 is a rear elevational view of Fig. 8. 
Fig. 11 is a partial enlarged transverse vertical 

sectional view taken on the line l l-I I of Fig. 9. 
Fig. l2 is an enlarged partial sectional per 

spective view of the blank used for forming the 
perimetral‘shell of the form of the handbag illus 
tratecl in Figs. 8 to 11. 
The lady’s handbag, according to the first form 

of the present invention illustrated in Figs. 1 to '7, 
includes a perimetral shell 20 bent to the desired 
shape from a blank 2U’ similar to that shown in 
perspective in Fig. 7. When completely formed, 
the perimetral shell 20 has an open top and an 
open bottom closed by a bottom wall 2l nxedly 
retained in position by a novel arrangement to be 
hereinafter described. 

Referring specifically to Fig. 7, the blank 20’ 
used for shaping the perimetral shell 20 of the 
handbag, is comprised of an elongated strip of' 
material 22.Í The strip of material 22 is prefer 
ably cardboard or some other easily worked, rela 
tively inexpensive material having suilicient rigid 
ness to impart the desired shape to the handbag. 
Extended along what is to be the outer face of the 
strip material 22, there is a co-extensive sheet 
of resinous plastic material 23 which is suitably 
colored. The sheet of resinous plast-ic material 
23 is secured to the one face of the sheet of mate 
rial 22 by lines of stitches 24 extended parallel to 
the longitudinal side edges of the blank 2D’. 

After securement of the sheet of resinous plas 
tic material 23, the blank 2D' is folded parallel 
to its longitudinal edges along the dot and dash 
lines A and B shown in Fig. '7. The fold lines A 
and B divide the blank 20’ into a centrally longi 
tudinally extended outer wall portion 25, a longi 
tudinally extended inwardly and downwardly ex- i 
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tended inner flange portion 26 and a longitudi 
nally extended inwardly and upwardly extended 
inner flange portion 21. As best shown in Fig. 4, 
the inwardly and downwardly extended ñange 
portion 26 is considerably Wider than the in 
wardly and upwardly extended ñange portion 21 
with the width of the inwardly and downwardly 
extended inner flange portion 26 determining the 
depth of the handbag. The ñange portions 26 
and 21 are securely attached to the inner face of 
the outer wall portion 25 by interposed layers of 
mucilage 28, see Figs. 4 and 5. 
The adjacent edges of the ilange portions 26 

and 2'| are spaced from each other a distance 
corresponding to the thickness of the .material 
of which the bottom wall 2| is formed. That 
spacing leaves a groove 29 the full length of the 
interior face of the folded blank 28’. The length 
of the folded blank 20’ and the circumference of 
the bottom wall 2| are equal so that with the 
folded blank engaged about the bottom wall 2|, 
to form the perimetral wall 20, the end edges of 
the blank 20’ will be brought into adjacency as 
shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 5. When so bent, the 
peripheral edges of the bottom wall 2| will be f 
snugly .ñtted into the groove 29 to lock the bot 
tom wall 2| in position between the adjacent 
edges of the ñange portions 26 and 21, see Fig. 4. 
The bottom wall 2| is cut to the desired shape 
from a piece of rigid cardboard or other similar 
material. ` 

Provided for closing the open top of the perim 
etral shell 20, there is a closure flap 30 formed 
of a relatively rigid but bendable piece of resin 
ous plastic material having the same peripheral 
shape as the bottom wall 2|. However, the clo 
sure ñap 30 is slightly larger than the bottom 
Wall 2| to have its peripheral edges rest on the 
top edges of the perimetral shell 20 in the closed 
position thereof. 
edges of the perimetral shell 2D, the closure flap 
30 is formed with a depending tail portion 3| 
which is extended along the outer face of the 
outer wall portion 25 over the meeting end edges 
of the shell 20. 
the shell 2|) by a plurality of rivets 32. The riv 
ets, as best shown in Figs. 3 and 5, are located 
on opposite sides of the meeting end edges of the 
shell 20 to retain it in the desired bent shape with 
theperipheral edges of the bottom wall 2| en 
gaged within the groove 29. 
The closure flap 30 is arranged to pivot be 

tween open and closed positions about its integral 
junction with the tail portion 3|. Positioned 
against the inner face of the closure ñap 30 there 
is a substantially crescent shaped sheet of resin 
ous plastic material 33 which is secured in posi 
tion by a decorative metallic binding strip 34 
which is crimped in position about the peripheral 
edges of the closure ilap 30. 'I‘he sheet of ma 
terial 33 provides a pocket for a small mirror 35, 
see Fig. 2. In addition, the sheet of material 33 
is formed with spaced slits 36 through which into 
a small pocket comb 31 is fitted. 
Means is provided for releasably retaining the 

closure flap 3|] in a closed position on the perim 
etral shell 20. The closure means is charac 
terized by a tab 38 of elongated formation and 
which has one end secured to the outer face of 
the perimetral shell 20, opposite the tail portion 
3| of the closure flap, by several rivets 39. The 
free end of the tab 38 is provided with a snap 
fastener element 40 engageable in the closed po 
sition of the closure flap 30, with a complemen 
tary snap fastener element 4| mounted on the 

Directly over the meeting end ‘ f 

The tail portion 3| is secured to .' 
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top face of the closure flap 30. Thus, when the 
fastener elements 40 and 4| are engaged the 
closure flap 30 will be retained in the closed po 
sition shown in Fig. 1. 
Mounted on the top outer face of the closure 

flap 30, there is an inverted U-shaped member 
42 to which a handle 43 is secured and by which 
the handbag can be conveniently carried in the 
closed position of the closure flap 30. ì 
Engaged about the outer periphery of the per 

imetral shell 20, adjacent the bottom thereof, 
there is a decorative strip 44 which has its ends 
inserted between the adjacent faces of the outer 
wall portion25 and the tail portion 3|. Those 

f inserted ends of the decorative strip 44 are se 
cured Yin position by the same rivets 32 which 
secure the bottom end of the tail portion 3| in 
position, see Fig. 3. The longitudinal edges of 
the decorative strip 44 are bent inward along the 
inner face thereof and secured in position by 
spaced lines of stitches 45. The decorative strip 
is made of resinous plastic material and is drawn 
tightly about the periphery of the shell 20 to 
have good frictional contact with the outer face 
of the sheet of plastic material 23 to be retained 
in position about the shell 2l) by that frictional 
contact. 
Referring now to the modification of the in 

vention shown in Figs. 8 to 12, the handbag dif 
fers from the previous form primarily in the 
formation of the perimetral shell |20 which is 
shaped of the blank |20’ fragmentarily shown 
in Fig. 12. The blank |20’ is formed of an outer 
sheet of material |2| along the outer face of 
which a sheet of resinous plastic material |22 is 
secured by an interposed layer of mucilage |23. 
The bottom edges of the sheet of material | 2| 
and the sheet of resinous material |22 are iin 
ished by a strip of resinous binding material |24 
secured in position by a line of stitches |25. Po 
sitioned against the inner face of the sheet of 
material |2|, there is an elongated sheet of ma 
terial |26. The sheet of material |26 is narrower 
than the sheet of material |2| and has its top 
edge flush with the top edge of the sheet of ma 
terial |2|, see Figs. 11 and 12. The top edges of 
the sheet of material |2|, the sheet of resinous 
plastic material |22 and the sheet of material |26 
are finished oft' and secured together by a strip 
of resinous binding material |21 secured in po 
sition by a line of stitches |28. 
The bottom edge of the sheet of material |26 

is spaced from the adjacent edge of the strip of 
resinous binding material |24 by a distance equal 
to the thickness of the material of the bottom 
wall 2|’ leaving a groove 28’. When the blank 
|20' is bent to shape about the peripheral edges 
of the bottom wall 2|', the peripheral edges o! 
the bottom wall 2|’ are snugly received within 
the groove 29’ so that the bottom Wall is ñxedly 
retained in position by the adjacent edges of the 
strip of resinous binding material |24 and the 
sheet of material |26. 
The sheets of material | 2| and |26 are pref 

erably formed of cardboard or other similar sub 
stantially rigid easily bendable material. 
The closure ñap 38’ and its depending tail 

p_ortion 3|’ are ñnished all about their periph 
eral edges by an elongated strip of resinous bind 
ing material |34 secured in position by a line 
of stitches |35. The binding material |34 also 
secures the sheet of material 33’ in position 
against the inner face of the closure ñap 30. 
In all other respects, the modification of the 

-invention illustrated in Figs. 8 to 12 is similar 
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to that described in connection with the iirst 
form of the invention and like reference nu 
`rnerals are usedto identify like parts. 

While I have illustrated andV described the pre 
ierred embodiments of my invention, it is to be 
understood that I do not limit myself to the 
precise constructions herein disclosed and the 
right is reserved to all- changes and modifica 
tions coming Within the scope of the invention 
as set forth in the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to. secure by United 
States Letters Patent is: _ 

1. A lady’s handbag or the like, comprising a 
perimetral shell open at its top and bottom, a 
bottom Wall closing the 4open bottom of said 
shell, a closure fiap including an integral de 
pending tail extended over the outer face of the 
perimetral shell and hinged to said shell for 
closing the open top thereof, means releasably 
retaining said closure flap in its closed position, 
anda carrying handle attached to the outer 
face of said closure nap, said perimetral shell 
having a groove in its inner face adjacent its 
bottom edge into Which the peripheral edges of 
said bottom Wall are engaged, said perimetral 
shell having an Aouter sheet of material, a strip 
`of binding material secured to the bottom edge 
of said outer sheet of material, an inner sheet 
of material positioned against the inner face of 
said outer sheet of material, means securing to 
gether the top edges of said inner and outer 
sheets of material, said inner sheet of material 
being spaced from the adjacent edge of said strip 
of material by a distance equal to the thickness 
,of the material of said bottom wall providing 
said groove in Which the peripheral edges of` 
said bottom wall are snugly fitted. 

25 

2. A lady’s handbag or the like, comprising a 
perimetral shell open at its top and bottom, a 
bottom Wall closing the open bottom .of said 
shell, a closure flap hinged to said shell for clos« v 
ing the open top thereof, means releasably re 
taining said closure ?lap in its closed positioin 
and a carrying handle attached to the outer face 
of said closure flap, said perimetral shell hav 
ing a groove in its inner face adjacent its bot 
tom edgeinto which the peripheral edges of said 
bottom Wall are engaged, said perimetral shell 
having an outer sheet of material, a strip of 
binding material secured to the bottom edge of 
said outer sheet of material, an inner sheet of 
material positioned against the inner face of 
said outer sheet of material, means securing to 
gether the top edges of said inner and outer 
sheets of material, said inner sheet of material 
being spaced from the adjacent edge of said 
strip of material by a distance equal to the 
thickness of the material of said bottom Wall 
providing said groove in which the peripheral 
edges of said bottom Wall are snugly iitted, said 
securing means comprising a strip of binding 
material folded into position about the top edges 
of said inner and .outer sheets of material and 
secured in position by a line of stitches.` 
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