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. 1 ‘ I 

This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in display stand and constitutes an 
improvement upon U. S. 
"patented December 8, 1936 to Paul D. McIver. 
An object of the invention is‘to provide a ?at 

blank used to form a hollow column for a display 
stand which may be folded in such manner as to 
provide a folder in which may be placed the 
other elements which are necessary to make up 
the complete display stand,‘ such elements includ 
ing a sign to be inserted at vthe top' of the column 
and the various parts of-th'e base which supports 
the column. / e- " 1 g ‘ 

Another/object of the invention is the reinforc 
, ing of the ends of the column-1 since the wear or 
danger of damage is greatest at said ends, and in 
so reinforcing the ‘ends tolturn over tabs inside 
the column and provide reinforcement therefor 
and also at’the same time avoid. exposure of un 
sightly edges of the column.; ' A 
Dther objects and advantages of the invention 

are the ease with which the stand may be assem 
bled with unskilled labor bymeans-of tabs and 
slits in the blank, and further the invention en 
hances the various advantages of said Patent No. 
'2,063,393-’-nam'ely, that it provides a stand which 
‘may rest on the floor or other convenient places 
on which‘merchandise may be stacked; there is 
less likelihood of disturbing the ‘stacked merchan 
disc; it may carry an advertisement or informa 
tien ‘about-the merchandise, and that it will at 
tract customers. . _~ " ' - '1 
A further object‘cf the invention is the provi 

sion» in association with such a column of‘ a novel 
sign or price carrier which maybe inserted at the 
top of the column whereby the column cooperates 
to support securely the sign‘ and‘ to prevent the 
sign from being ‘displaced'by being accidently 
knocked'out of position by a customer. ' 

Other advantages and objects of the present in 
vention will become app-arentgup'on reading the 
following speci?cation and referring to, the ac 
companying drawings in which similar charac 
ters of reference represent corresponding parts in 
each of theseveral views: ' 
In the drawings: - > 

V Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a display stand. 
Fig. 2 isga vertical sectional view through the 

stand partially broken away. ~ 
taken along the line Fig. 3 is. a sectional view 

3-3 of Fig. 2.. ' 
Fig. 4 is a plan View of a blank for a column 

prior to'folding. V . '. ‘Y . . - ' 

Fig. 5isaplan view ,for a blank fora display 
card prior to folding. 
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1 Claim. (01. 40-1241) 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a display card 
folded and ready for insertion in the column. ‘ 

‘The display stand which is the subject of'the 
present invention consists of three parts--name- 
1y, a square vertical column 20;’ a base 2| having 
an aperture 22 in which the column is inserted 
and which holds the stand erect; anda display 
card‘23 inserted at the top of the column and 
held thereby. It will be understood that this dis 
play stand is particularly adaptable as a mer= 
chandising mediumto promote the sale of goods, 
and, therefore, suitable decorative advertising 
material may be printed or otherwise presented 
on the exposed surfaces of the stand. 7 
As will be seen particularly with reference to 

Fig. 4, the square column is made from a ?at 
blank and the various features of, said blank, as 
hereinafter described, are important elements of 
the present invention. The blank. is made pref 
erably of corrugated paper or some other similar 
strong, inexpensive material, The blank is sub 
stantially rectangular in shape. It is divided by 
longitudinal score lines 24 and 24a pressed into 
the corrugated paper to facilitate folding along 
said score lines. Said score lines divide the blank 
into four longitudinal sections 26, 21, 28 and 29, 
respectively, and a side ?ap 3D, the longitudinal 
sections being of substantially equal width and 

‘ the end flap which is one ofthe outermost sec 

iii) 

40 

50 

tions beingof lesser width. It will be understood 
that although ‘the column as herein illustrated 
and described is squareit could be made with any 
number of sides, some of which could be wider 
than the others. I ‘ 

At one end of each of the sections 26, 21, 28 and 
29 are upper end iiaps 32 and at the opposite end 
of each of said sections are lower end ?aps 33, 
said ?aps being separated from their adjoining 
longitudinal sections by transverse score lines 34. 
The end ?aps are separated from one another byv 
longitudinal slits 36, said slits extending from the 
ends of the blanks inwardly to the score lines 34. 
The widths of said slits are substantially twice 
the thickness of the material of the blank so that 
when the end ?aps are folded inwardly to make 
up the completed column the flapsare narrow 
enough‘ to fit inside the column in' folded position. 
For the same purpose the edges 31 of the end ?aps 
at either end of the longitudinal section 26 are 
cutinwardly a distance about equal to the width 
of the material of which the blank is made. ‘At 
either. end of the ‘ side flaps 30 the blank is 
notched out, as shown by the reference numeralv 

" , 38, so that there are'no end'?'aps constituting ex 
tensions of the side ?ap 30. The notches 38 ex 
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tend laterally inwardly of the end ?aps 32 at 
either end of the longitudinal section 29 so that 
said end flaps are sufficiently narrow to fold in 
side the completed column in the same manner as 
the other end ?aps. 

Positioned adjacent the score line 24a which 
divides the side ?ap 30 from the longitudinal 
section 29 are a plurality of slits 39 cut through 
the blank to receive tabs 40 extending‘ outwardly 
along the margin of the longitudinallsection 2.6,, 
there being a tap positioned directly opposite 
each of said slits. The slits 39 are substantially 
parallel to the score line 249' along most of their 
length and are displaced outwardly‘from“ the 
projection of the score line 24a separating side 
flap 30 from section 29 audistance-aboutrequal 
to the thickness of the material of whichlilthe 
blank is formed, and the ends .ofsaid score lines 
are curved inwardly to join the ‘score 1ine'24a. 
As shown in the drawings there are threez-slits _ 
39 and tabs to, it being understood that more or 
fewer slits and tabs could be used. dependingupon 
the height of the column andthe use to which it 
is put. It will also be observed that the lowermost 
slit 39 is positioned a considerable. distance.v above 
.thebottom of the column,_as will be seen par 
ticularly with reference to 1, for the reason 
that the column is held together atwits lower 
end by thev base 2| and-the tab. ands-slit con 
nections are, thereforarnot essential inthe lower 
region of the. column. , 

The tabs 40 which are designed to ?t into the 
slits 39 are curved in their-outer extremitiesso 
as to facilitate inserting them inl-the slits 39 
but are narrow in the region indicated by ref 
erence numerals 4! in Fig. 4 so» thatathe- width 
of the tabs 40 along the scorewline. at which 
they join the section->26 is narrower ‘than. the 
widest dimensions of the tabs. JI'he. length of 
slits 39 is less than themaximum- widths of the - 
tabs 118 and slightlygreater than the. width of 
the tabs- 40 along theflineat which they-join 
the section 26. 7 Thus, when the column is formed, 
the tabs‘ Ml?t into the slits 39and-because of 
the deformable yet slightly resilientnatureof 
the corrugated paper the tabs 40, though’ wider 
than the slits 39, may be forced to snap into 
the slits and be securely held therein. 
A pair of transversescore lines .43 are posi 

tioned on either side of the midsectionv of. the 
blank. Thus, the blank-may be folded inwardly 
along the score lines 43-during- transportation, 
and the upper andlower portions of the blank 
held substantially parallel with respect. toeach 
other and, spaced slightly apart, The spacebe» 
tween the upper and lower. part- of theblank 
may provide a folder in'whieh theother por 
tions of thedisplay stand, such asthe display 
card 23 and the members .making up the base 
2!, may be contained. , - 

In forming the square. column 20, the blank 
is folded ?at and. then folded-along the longi 
tudinal score lines 24, 24a. and 42. The side tab 
30 is positioned insideand along the section» 26 
(see Fig. 3) and the tabs doinsertedin the ‘slits 
39- and located therein ;_thus is-a-square column 
obtained and secured. Thereupon the flaps '32 
and 33 are bent inwardly along’ the score lines 
34 so that they are inside the sections .26 tov 29, 
inclusive, thereby the ?aps Hand 33 reinforce‘ 
the column andldeter Wearing away 'the edges 
of. the column and further prevent; exposure‘ vof 
an unsightly edge of'itheblank at the: upper 
end of the column. ' 

The column “is ‘then inserted into‘ubase 21$ 
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4 
through the aperture 22 in the top 46 of said 
base. Inside of the base are a plurality of cell 
forming crossed sheets or plates 41 of corrugated 
material and the column 40 ?ts within and is 
partially supported by some of said plates at 
as is shown particularly in said Patent No. 
2,063,393. The base has sides 48 enclosing said 
plates 41 and folded over the top 46 along 

"edges": 4 9. 
' The» exposed"lportioneof-‘ithe display card 23 

' may be of rectangular shape or such other shape 
has may be'desired. It has a projecting tongue 

‘ .??extendingfrom one edge thereof and adjoin 
‘ing‘ edges "of' said tongue 56 are smaller ?aps 
F511: 
1clo'sestwtoithe'iexposed portion of the card. The 
-'?aps1"51=.~'and:5'8‘Iare separated from the tongue 
¢-56..by scorelines 59 and are separated from each 

=and.large..-flaps'ld58, ?aps 57 being located 

other by cut lines' 6| and from the exposed por 
ition-of-ithe card by cut lines 62. 

In the region at which the out line 62 and the 
scoreline .59 intersect .is. an inwardly curved 
portion “of: cut »linez-.62~sdesignated by reference 
numeral 63. 

Thezdisplay card'is’generally shipped ?at, and, 
in. order to-install itin thescolumn 20, tabs 57 
and- 58 are. bent’al0ng ‘score lines 59 at right 
angles» to’ the tongue 53 and in. opposite direc 
tions, the-opposed?aps-51 being also bent in 
opposite-directionswith respect to each other as 
is best? shown in Fig. 6. The tongue 53 is then 
inserted inside ‘the column 2,0,as shown in Fig. 2, 
and the?aps 5‘! rest along the inside of the upper 
end flaps 32 and the ?aps 58 rest on the inside 
of :the ‘longitudinal-sections of the column. The 
curved portionv63-?ts: overvsthe upper edge of 
the columnandholdsthe display card in posi 
tion. 
‘Theamount-bywhich the tabs 51 and 58 ex 

tendloutwardlyr from the tongue 53 beyond the 
score lines 59 is approximately equal to one 
half wthe‘dimension of. the inside of the column 
so that when the tabs 57 and 58. are bent oppo 
sitely, as? shown in Fig. 6, the projected distance 
between the-extending‘ edges of said ?aps 57 and 
58 is‘ about equal ‘to the inside dimension of the 
column. The square-outer edges of the flaps 
tendito: ,hold the sign ; erect. 
vTheidevice assembled'as in Fig. 1, therefore, 

providesv a convenient stand around which such 
articlesas-can goods may be stacked upon the 
basejZl. The rigid column 20, provides a sup 
port for the stack of cans and tends to prevent 
the stack: from falling in: the. event that it is 
accidently jarred by-ia customer. and: also pro 
vides- a support ‘while the cans are being stacked. 

:It is-understood that this invention has been 
described ‘with reference to illustrating examples 
forwpurposes of‘ clarity of.- understanding and 
certain changes-in .theeinvention may be prac 
ticed'within" thehspirit thereof and the scope of 

> the‘ appended" claim. 

~ I claim: 

Incombination; a‘ hollow'column and a dis, 
play card,‘ said column being polygonal in cross 
section and having integral ‘end flaps turned in 
side said column around the upper edge thereof, 
said displayvcard having a ‘zone for bearing de 
siredlindicia, a‘tongue projecting from one edge 
of said zone and insertedinside said column, a 

J ?rst pairsiofvtabs extending laterally outwardly 
along one side of said tongue, a second pair of 
tabsr‘"'exten'ding i-ilater'ally \‘outwardly from the 
other side of said tongue, said tabsbeingsep- " 
ar‘at'ed"from/adjacent tabsby laterally extend 



_ 2,668,104 

ing slits and from said zone by laterally extend 
ing slits, the tabs of each of said pairs being 
folded in opposite directions to lie against the 
inside of said column, the length of- each of said 
tabs by which said tabs project outwardly be 
yond said tongue being substantially equal to 
one-half of the Width of said column along the 
line along which said tabs lie, the lowermost of 
said tabs ?tting under the lower edges of said 
end ?aps of said column, whereby said display 
card is locked against disengagement from said 
column. 

HJALMAR G. HOAGLAND. 
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