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The present invention‘ elates to an infant’s 
garment, such as a creeper; and, in particular, 
to a creeper having elastic waist and crotch por 
tions whereby the garment may readily and, eas 
ily be elongated to fit the infant during its early 
period of increase of height, and weight. 
The general object of the invention is to pro 

vide a novel infant’s garment of the class 
described. 
A particular object is to provide an infant’s 

garment of the creeper type, preferably made of 
acetate jersey and having a band of shirring at 
the waist and panels of shirring at the crotch, 
both the band and the panels being primarily 
stretchable in vertical planes. 
as acetate jersey, as is well known, has a fair 
amount of stretchability in one direction, which 
is desirably the horizontal direction in the pres 
ent garment. By introducing the shirring as de 
scribed above, the garment becomes readily 
stretchable in two directions. This is a consider 
able advantage to both the manufacturerand the 
purchaser of the garment. It is practically im 
possible to, forecast the prospective bodily pro 
portions of a growing infant; but a garment made 
according to the present invention in one of 
several general sizes may comfortably ?t any of 
most infants within the age span corresponding 
to the particular general size. The present gar 
ment may be economically manufactured in only 
a few general sizes, each capable of expansion 
su?icient to bridge the difference between a next 
smaller and a next larger size, whereby the pur 
chaser need only roughly approximate the in 
fant’s actual size in order to select a manu 
facturer’s general size which will ?t the child at 
present and for a considerable time in the future. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

creeper type garment, having the stretchability 
mentioned above, but also having front and back 
portions which are partly separable at both the 
shoulders and the crotch. One advantage of this 
feature is that the garment may be readily 
slipped over the child’s head, in dressing and 
undressing it. A further advantage is that 
changing of the child’s diapers is facilitated by 
the provision of means for separating the front 
and back portions of the garment at the crotch. 

Practically, a garment made according to the 
present invention may have both horizontal and 
vertical stretchability comfortably within a range 
of an inch or more-a range sufficient to ac 
commodate the garment to an infant for a very 
considerable period of- its early growth. There 
fore, the useful life of a creeper as herein de 
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scribed is longer than that of the ordinary 
creeper; and, in consequence, fewer of the present 
creepers need be supplied for a particular infant. 
These and other objects and features ‘of the 

invention will be'more fully understood from the 
following description and from the drawing, in 
which one embodiment of the invention is illus 
trated. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a front view of a creeper constructed 

according to the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a rear view thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary elevational detail of 

part of the shirred waist band of the garment; 
and 

Fig. 4 is the section 4-—4 of Fig. 3. 
The illustrated embodiment is an infant’s gar 

ment, generally designated [0, comprising a front 
panel i i and a back panel I2, and applied short 
sleeves t3, the panels being stitched together 
along the sides of the garment. The front and 
back panels are adapted to be secured together at 
the crotch by fastener elements l4, and at the 
shoulders by other fastener elements [5. 
The material of the panels II and i2 and the 

sleeves is preferably acetate jersey, but may be 
of any suitable fabric having a primary stretch 
ability in one direction. The panels are cut, or 
otherwise formed, so that the direction of pri 
mary stretchability is horizontal with respect to 
the garment as worn. Thus the completed gar 
ment is plainly initially stretchable to accom 
modate a change of girth. A band !6 of vertically 
extensible shirring is provided at the waist level 
of front panel H, and a similar band ll of shir 
ring is provided at the same level on the back 
panel i2, so that in the completed garment a 
vertically extensible annular zone of material is 
provided at the waist of the garment. The bands 
iii and. I’! of shirring are shown in Figs. 1 and 2; 
an elevational detail ‘of a portion of band it, for 
example, is shown much enlarged in Fig. 3, of 
which Fig. 4 is a cross section. 
The two panels H and [2 are each provided 

with a panel of vertically extensible shirring at 
the crotch, as shown in the drawing, the crotch 
panel of shirring of panel I I being designated l8, 
and that of panel [2 being designated I9. 

Fig. 4, a cross section of the band I6 of shirring 
of panel II, shows the general material of. the 
panel to be interrupted at band IS. A similar 
c?n?truction is followed wherever shirring is 
introduced. 
Of course, an infant’s garment according to 

the present invention might well have horizontal 
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bands and panels of vertically extensible shir 
ring distributed differently than as shown in the 
typical embodiment of the drawing. Also, the 
crotch shirring may be omitted if adequate shir 
ring is provided elsewhere to permit desired ver~ 
tical elongation of the garment. 

I claim: 
1. An infant's torso covering garmenthaving 

front and rear panels, connected together so as 
to form shoulder portions, a body portion, and a; 
crotch portion, the lower ends of the front and 
rear panels being formed with crotch forming-L 
extensions, a vertically extensible band unin 
terruptedly encircling said garme?tatithe-waist-i 
line thereof, vertically extensibleinserts at the 
lower ends of the crotch forming extensions of 
the front and rear panels of thie'lga‘rment extend? 
ing the full width thereof, and means connect-1 
ing said lower ends to form said crotch portion 
of the garment. 

'2'.‘ An infant’s' torso' covering garment having 
front‘a'nd rear panels, connected‘together‘ so as 
toform shoulder portions, a'body' portion, and a 
crotch . portion, said,‘ front’ and? rear panels pro-v 

4 
vided with wide sleeves extending from the shoul 
ders to a point slightly spaced from the waistline 

, of the garment, the lower endstof the front and 
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rear panels being formed with crotch forming ex 
tensions, a vertically extensible band uninter 
ruptedly encircling said garment at the waistline 
thereof, vertically extensible inserts- at the lower 
ends of ‘ the crotch forming extensions 1 of the 
front and rear panels of the garment extending 
‘the full width thereof, and means connecting said 
lower ends to form said crotch portion of the 
garments» 
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