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1 , 

This invention relates to a combined portable 
table and cabinet. 
An important object of the invention is to pro 

videv a cabinet structure particularly adapted to 
the carrying of food, plates, knives and forks 
and other utensils, particularly for use on pic 
nics and the like. 
A further object is to provide such a structure 

having associated therewith in a novel rela 
tionship a plurality of supporting legs forming 
a permanent part of the structure as a whole 
and adapted to be folded in an inoperative posi 
tion and unfolded and moved to an operative 
position to rigidly support the cabinet. 
A further object is to provide such an arrange 

ment of parts wherein the legs, when in oper 
ative positions, are arranged wholly outwardly 
of the cabinet at the ends thereof, thus per 
mitting the cabinet to be fully opened for access 
to the various compartments thereto without in 
terference by the leg structures. ‘ 
A further object is to provide such a struc-. 

ture wherein carrying handles are provided at 
the ends of the cabinet and with which handles 
the legs are associated, the legs when in inoper 
ative positions being movable from the central 
portions of the handle structures to permit the 
picking up and carrying of the cabinet, the legs 
being movable to positions centrally of the han 
dles when in operative positions to rigidly sup 
port the cabinet. 
A further object is to provide such a construc 

tion wherein a pair of legs is provided at each 
end of the cabinet, each pair of legs diverging 
downwardly when in operative positionsand hav 
ing novel means associated therewith for main 
taining the legs in spread position and for rigid— 
ly holding the legs against movement in any di 
rection. Y ' 

> Other objects and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent during the course of the 
following description. 
In the drawing I have shown one embodiment 

of the invention. In this showing, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the cabinet 

in fully opened position, supported by the legs 
associated with the cabinet, 

Figure 2 is an end elevation of the cabinet 
showing. the legs in operative position, the lower 
ends of the legs being broken away, 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional 

view on line 3—3 of Figure2, 
Figure 4 is a similar view on line 4-4 of Fig 

ure 2, > , 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 
view on line 5-5 of Figure 2, and 
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Figure 6 is a similar view on line 6--5 of Fig 

ure 2. 
Referring to the drawing, and particularly to 

Figure 1, the numeral l0 indicates as a whole the 
combined table and ‘cabinet structure. This 
structure comprises a stationary bottom wall II’, 
stationary end walls II and I2, and a stationary 
back wall l3. The cabinet is provided with a 
cover I! ?anged around its edges as at l5 and 
hinged to the top of the back wall as at IS, The 
cover I 4 is shown in open position in Figure 1, 
and the back wall l3 may engage bumpers I‘! 
(Figure 2) carried by the adjacent ?ange of the 
cover when the latter is in open position to limit 
movement of- the cover to a horizontal position 
to serve as a table top, when desired. 
The cabinet is further provided with a front 

wall I8 shown in open or horizontal position in 
Figure 1, this wall being connected by a chain or 
other ?exible member l9 adjacent each end to 
the respective side walls or end walls II and I2 
to limit opening movement of the front wall 18 
to the horizontal position shown in Figure 1. 
This front wall, when open, is adapted to serve 
as a table top for the service of food, or for any 
other purpose. 
The interior of the cabinet is suitably divided 

by partitions, shelves and the like to form com 
partments for the. effective carrying of food. 
utensils and the like. For example, the cabinet 
may be provided with a vertical partition 22, 
forming a space 23 between the partition 22 and 
side wall II to form a compartment for carry 
ing tall articles such as milk and other beverage 
bottles. A horizontal shelf 24 extends between 
the partition 22 and the end wall l2. The par 
tition 22 and end wall 12 may be grooved, for 
example as shown at 25, to support the shelf 24 
either in the position shown in Figure 1 or in a 
higher position. In the normal position of the 
shelf 24, this shelf forms a lower compartment 
26 at one side of which is arranged a drawer 21 
in which knives, forks and other utensils con~ 
veniently may be carried. The open portion of 
the space 26 may be effectively used for carry 
ing chinaware, such as platesv and the like, while 
food may be packed in the space above. the shelf 
24, or in any other places in which space may 
be found therefor. ' 
Each end wall I l and I2’ carries a handle struc 

ture indicated as a whole by the numeral 28. 
Each handle structure comprises an upper hori 
zontal bar 29 projecting; above the top of the 
cover l4 when-the latter is closed, as shown in 
Figure 2. From the horizontal bar 29, vertical 

5 bars 30 extend downwardly as shown inFigure 2. 
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The lower end of each vertical arm 38 terminates 
in an inward angular extension 3| having a foot 
32 at its extremity angularly arranged for a pur 
pose to be described. Each angular portion 3| 
is secured as at 33 to the adjacent cabinet end 
wall. Intermediate their ends, each vertical arm 
30 has an inwardly projecting lug 34, also ?xed 
to the adjacent cabinet end as at 35. The mem 
bers 33 and 35 obviously rigidly secure each leg 
structure 28 in position. 
As clearly shown in Figure 5, the upper por 

tions of the vertical handle arms 30 curve out 
wardly so that the horizontal handle elements 
29 lie slightly outwardly of the cabinet end walls. 
Each such horizontal arm 29 is straddled by a 
U-shaped clip 38 in inverted position, and be 
tween the ?anges of each clip 38 is pivoted as 
at 39 a pair of straight legs 40. The legs of each 
pair are connected to the remote ends of spreader 
links 4|, these links being connected to the legs 
as at 42 and having their adjacent ends connected 
to each other by a pin 43 (Figure '6) of substan 
tial length and preferably having a knurled end 
to facilitate manual manipulation thereof as will 
become apparent. 
The legs 40 of each pair are adapted to be 

swung toward each other as suggested in dotted 
lines in Figure 2‘, the spreader links 41 being ex 
tended upwardly at an angle as also shown in 
dotted lines. It will become apparent that when 
the legs are in the inoperative positions referred 
to below, such legs will be in close proximity to 
each other, and the inner edges of the legs are 
recessed as at 44 to accommodate the pin 43 when 
the latter is at its upper limit of movement. 
When the links 4| of each pair of legs are hori 
zontally arranged, such legs are spread to their 
limits of movement, in which case they will tight 
ly engage the elements 32 to be rigidly held 
against movement in planes parallel to the cabi 
net end walls. 
A clip 46 is secured as at 41 to each cabinet 

end wall. Each clip has a vertical end 48 offset 
outwardly from the adjacent cabinet wall and 
slotted as at 49 to receive the pin 43 as shown 
in Figure 6. When the links 4| are in spread or 
aligned position as shown in Figure 2, the pin 
43 associated with such legs will be in the bot 
tom of the slot 49 to prevent further downward 
movement of the pin 43. The links 4| will be 
arranged within the offset end 48 and thus will 
be prevented from moving longitudinally of the 
box by the clip end 48 and by the adjacent cabinet 
end wall. 

Operation 
The inverted U-shaped clips 38 are slidable 

along the handle bars 29. When the legs are in 
the operative positions shown, each clip 38 will 
be arranged centrally of the length of each bar 
29 and the box will be in the position described 
above. The pin 43 will be arranged in the slot 
49 to limit downward movement of the connect 
ed ends of each pair of links, and the pivot pins 
42 will be pushed apart to their limits of move 
ment to maintain the legs in tight engagement 
with the stop members 32. The links 4| are of 
such length as to maintain the legs under pres 
sure against the members 32, and accordingly the 
legs will be held rigidly against movement in any 
direction. These legs 40 are placed in the oper 
ative positions shown prior to opening the cabi 
net as further referred to below. 
Assuming the cabinet to be open as shown in 

Figure 1, the front wall |8 serves as a table top, 
and the horizontal surface of the cover l4 serves 
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4 
a similar purpose, if desired. Food articles, uten 
sils, etc., are readily accessible within the cabi— 
net. When the construction is to be folded, the 
front wall l8 will be moved upwardly to closed 
or vertical position, whereupon the cover I 4 will 
be closed. This cover may engage and hold the 
front wall l8 in closed position or the latter may 
be provided with suitable latches (not shown) if 
desired. 
The pins 43 at the ends of the cabinet then will 

be pulled upwardly to “break” the links 4|, thus 
moving the legs of each pair together and buck 
ling the links 4| upwardly. The legs will be 
swung outwardly and upwardly and then over 
the top of the closed cover M to inoperative 
positions. As stated, the clips 38 are slidable 
along the bars 29 at the ends of the cabinet. 
One of these clips will be pushed to the rear of 
its bar 29 and the other clip toward the forward 
end of its bar 29, thus exposing the central por 
tions of the two bars 29 to facilitate the picking 
up of the cabinet by the two hands. 

It will be apparent that the legs are perma 
nently connected to the cabinet and thus they 
cannot be forgotten or misplaced when it is de 
sired to use the cabinet, for example when going 
on a picnic. The operation of rendering the legs 
operative and opening the cabinet will be appar 
ent from the foregoing description. Each pair of 
legs will be swung upwardly and outwardly and 
then downwardly into positions in proximity to 
the cabinet ends, whereupon the pins 43 will be 
pushed downwardly to lock the legs in the opera 
tive positions shown. The cover I4 is then swung 
back to its open position shown in Figure l, 
whereupon the front wall l8 will be dropped to 
the horizontal position to render the interior of 
the cabinet fully accessible and to place the front 
wall l8 in a position to be used as a table top. 
The cabinet is extremely useful and handy as a 
picnic food- and utensil-carrying cabinet, and it 
readily may be opened and closed and the legs 
rendered operative or inoperative by a single op 
erator. The engagement of the legs with the 
elements 32 and the arrangement of th links 4| 
back of the offset clip ends 48 renders the legs 
extremely rigid when in operative position, mak 
ing it impossible for the legs to bend or collapse 
and thus spill any of the contents of the cabinet. 
The projecting end of each pin 43- renders this 
pin easily accessible for locking and unlocking 
the legs 40 when the latter are moved to or out 
of operative positions. 

I claim: 
1. A portable structure comprising a cabinet 

having end walls, a bar adjacent and parallel to 
each end wall adjacent the top thereof, each bar 
having depending arms at its ends secured to the 
associated end wall, and a leg structure connected 
to each bar, each leg structure comprising a pair 
of leg elements normally diverging downwardly 
and extending below the associated end wall to 
support said cabinet, each leg structure further 
comprising a connecting element slidable and 
rotatable on each of said bars, each pair of leg 
elements being pivotally connected at their upper 
ends to one of said connecting elements to swing 
outwardly from each other to diverge downward 
ly, and to swing inwardly toward each other to 
positions in close proximity, the rotatable connec 
tion of each connecting element to its associated 
bar providing for the swinging of each leg struc 
ture upwardly and inwardly over the top of said 
cabinet. 

2. A portable structure comprising a cabinet 



2,662,989 
5 

having end walls, a bar adjacent and parallel to 
each end wall adjacent the top thereof, each 
bar having depending arms at its ends secured 
to the associated end wall, a leg structure con 
nected to each bar, each leg structure comprising 
a pair of leg elements normally diverging down 
wardly and extending below the associated end 
Wall to support said cabinet, each leg structure 
further comprising a connecting element slidable 
and rotatable on each of said bars, each pair of 
leg elements being pivotally connected at their 
upper ends to one of said connecting elements 
to swing outwardly from each other to diverge 
downwardly, and to swing inwardly toward each 
other to positions in close proximity, the rotat 
able connection of each connecting element to its 
associated bar providing for the swinging of each 
leg structure upwardly and inwardly over the top 
of said cabinet, and spreader links for the leg 
elements of each leg structure, said spreader links 
being pivotally connected at their adjacent ends 
to each other and at their remote ends to the 
leg elements of each leg structure, said spreader 
links of each pair of leg elements being adapted 
to assume positions in alignment with each other 
to limit the spreading of such leg elements. 

3. A device constructed in accordance with 
claim 2 wherein the spreader links of each leg 
structure are pivotally connected to each other 
by a pin projecting outwardly from each end 
wall, and means carried by said end wall for 
limiting downward movement of said pin to a 
position in which the associated spreader links 
are in alignment with each other. 

4. A device constructed in accordance with 
claim 2 wherein the spreader links of each leg 
structure are pivotally connected to each other 
by a pin projecting outwardly from each end 
wall, and means carried by said end wall for 
limiting downward movement of said pin to a 
position in which the associated spreader links 
are in alignment with each other, said depending 
arms having portions engageable with the leg 
elements of each leg structure outwardly thereof 
when the associated spreader links are in align 
ment with each other. 

5. A portable structure comprising a cabinet 
having end walls, an inverted U-shaped member 
connected to each end wall, each such member 
comprising depending arms and a connecting 
bar therebetween adjacent the upper end of and 
parallel to one of said end walls, a connecting 
element slidably mounted on each bar and rotat 
able thereon, a pair of depending leg elements 
pivotally connected at their upper ends to each 
connecting element and depending therefrom 
when said legs are in a normal operative posi 
tion, the lower ends of the arms of said U-shaped 
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members terminating in feet engageable with 
the remote edges of the leg elements of each pair 
when the latter are spread apart at their lower 
ends to a predetermined extent, and means for 
spreading the lower ends of said legs. 

6. A portable structure comprising a cabinet 
having end walls, an inverted U-shaped member 
connected to each end wall, each such member 
comprising depending arms and a connecting bar 
therebetween adjacent the upper end of and par— 
allel to one of said end walls, a connecting ele 
ment slidably mounted on each bar and rotat 
able thereon, a pair of depending leg elements 
pivotally connected at their upper ends to each 
connecting element and depending therefrom 
when said legs are in a normal operative posi 
tion, the lower ends of the arms of said U-shaped 
members terminating in feet engageable with the 
remote edges of the leg elements of each pair 
when the latter are spread apart at their lower 
ends to a predetermined extent, and a pair of 
spreader links pivotally connected at their re 
mote ends to the legs of each pair and pivotally 
connected at their adjacent ends to each other, 
the spreader links of each pair being movable to 
a position in alignment with each other to spread 
said legs apart to engage them with said feet. 

7. A device constructed in accordance with 
claim 6 provided with means carried by each of 
said end walls for limiting movement of said 
spreader links of each pair to a position in align 
ment with each other. 

8. A device constructed in accordance with 
claim 6 wherein the adjacent ends of each pair 
of spreader links are pivotally connected to each 
other by a pin projecting outwardly from the 
associated end wall, and a socket member car 
ried by each end wall and having an upwardly 
opening groove into which said pin is movable, 
the bottom of said groove limiting downward 
movement of the associated pin to a position in 
which the associated spreader links are in align~ 
ment with each other. 

CHARLES A. THATCHER. 
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