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The subject of this invention is a novel and 
valuable displayvlaid unit, in the nature of a 
one-structure device and which, furthermore, ‘has 
various unique advantages, aside from its rela 
tively tri?ing cost of manufacture whether made 
of metal, plastic or any other suitable material, 
in connection with its intended use for assistance 
in arranging window and analogous displays of 
merchandise of the kind typi?ed by foods as 
packed in so-called tin cans of conventional type. 
As is well known, these cans, before being 

opened to obtain access to the contents thereof, 
are characterized by the inclusion of a main 
body, said body presenting a side wall portion 
generally of circular cross-section, and oppositely 
located parallel top and bottom walls with, be 
yond each of the two last-named walls, an annu 
lar formation establishing a shallow recess 
bounded by such formation. 
Merely for purposes of illustration, the cans 

delineated in the accompanying drawings in con 
nection with now favored ones of the many pos 
sible embodiments of the unit of the invention, 
are all shown as having their side wall portions 
cylindrical. As will later become clear, any em 
bodiment of the invention, with variations read 
ily suggesting themselves, may be employed with 
cans and analogous containers having their main 
bodies so shaped that in cross-section they are 
non-circularly curved, or polygonal, or partly of 
straight-line and partly of curved extension, and 
also with cans or analogous containers which, 
regardless of the cross-sectional nature of their 
said main bodies at any level along the heights 
thereof, may be conical or prismatic or pyramidal 
and otherwise of types which cross-sectionally 
vary'in expanse at different points along the 
height of the can or container. 
An object of the invention is to provide a unit 

or device as above, which, essentially, is not an 
inbuilt part of a can or the like; which, even 
though a one-piece structure, is nevertheless free 
of localized tongues, lips, lugs, ?ngers, clips and 
the like, such as the kinds which have to be bent 
to can-engaging grip; which, consequently, fur 
ther, will be wholly or substantially wholly con 
sealed when in use pursuant to the invention; 
which is utilized solely as a display-erecting ad 
junct and is not, for instance, a coupling means 
for containers made in sections to be separated 
and successively discarded during and incidental 
to consumption or removal from the container of 
its contents; and which is capable of various 
individually selectable uses, each for obtaining a 
different display ensemble of a plurality of cans 
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or containers, and with various of these an 
sembles dilferent from anything heretofore pro 
posed. . 

A further object of the invention is to provide 
a device with all the advantages aforesaid, and 
which, further, in regard to the ensembles last 
mentioned, is adapted to give to the latter ap 
pearances markedly different from those pre 
viously proposed, with these particularly advan 
tageous in that apparently gravity does not func 
tion in the usual way expected, and so of high 
public interest intriguing value. 
For further comprehension of the invention, 

and of the objects and advantages thereof, ref 
erence will be had to the following description 
and accompanying drawings, and to the appended 
‘claim in which the various novel features of the 
invention are more particularly set forth. 
In the accompanying drawings forming a ma 

terial part of this disclosure: 
Fig. l is a View in side elevation, partially in 

section, illustrative of a type of can adapted to 
constitute one of a selected plurality of cans for 
participating in a display arrangement pursuant 
to the invention. 

Fig. 2 shows the lower portion of one such ar 
rangement which may constitute an exceedingly 
tall such arrangement of single column type. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one now approved 
embodiment of the display-aiding unit of the 
invention, for use in connection with a display 
like that or including one like that of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a similar view, showing a variation of 
said unit. 

Fig. 5 is a transverse section, taken on the line 
v5--5 of Fig. 4. ' 

Fig. 6‘ is a top plan view of still another vari~ 
ation of said unit, with certain parts as elasti~ 
‘cally temporarily reshaped indicated in dot and 
dash. 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary detail section, 
taken on the line 1-7 of Fig. 6. 

Fig. 8 shows the unit of Fig. 6 in side elevation. 
Fig. 9 is a view similar to Fig. 2, but showing 

another type of display pursuant to the inven 
tion. 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of one now ap 
proved embodiment of the new unit, for use in 
connection with a display like that of Fig. 9. 

Fig. 11 is a perspective view similar to a portion 
of Fig. 9, but showing still another type of dis~ 
play pursuant to the invention. 

Fig. 12 is a top plan view of one now favored 
embodiment of the new unit, as modi?ed for use 
'in connection with a display like that of Fig. 11. 
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Fig. 13 is a view similar to Fig. 9, but showing 
another type of display pursuant to the inven 
tion. 

Fig. 14 is a perspective view of a modi?cation 
of the last-mentioned unit to adapt the same for 
use in connection with a display like that of 
Fig. 13. 

Fig. 15 is another view similar to Fig. 9, but 
showing still another type of display pursuant 
to the invention. 

Fig. 16 is a top plan view of a further modi?ca 
tion of units of the general class typi?ed by those 
of Figs. 10, 12 and 14 to adapt the same for use 
in connection with a display like that of Fig. 15. 

Fig. 1'7 shows the unit of Fig. 16 in side eleva 
tion. 

Fig. 18 illustrates‘in perspective one of the 
various possible modi?cations of such a unit as 
that of Fig. 1'7, for use in connection with a dis 
play having a sub-assembly component analogous 
to that at the upper part of Fig. 15. 
Referring now to the drawings more in detail, 

and by reference numerals, a familiar can 30 of 
the kind hereinabove ?rst summarized, and as 
shown by itself in Fig. l, is illustrated, as afore~ 
said, in the various views for showing some of 
the possible display arrangements made possible 
by the invention; the aforesaid rim formations 
of such a can being designated 3|, 3i, and its 
aforesaid top and bottom end recesses being 
designated 32, 32. 
The new unit shown in Fig. 3, and various 

ones of which may each be located as indicated 
by the broken line showings in Fig. 2, is marked 
33. The unit 33 is simply a strip of resilient 
metal, plastic or other suitable material, curled 
to de?ne a nearly closed 0 when by its own re 
siliency expanded to maximum normal diameter. 
This diameter is that of a can-end recess 3!; 
and the width of said strip is about that but 
preferably not greater than twice the depth of 
such recess. Thus, with a unit 33 at a location 
between two cans 30 when arranged upright and 
with the crests of their coadjacent rim forma 
tions 3| in precise registry, these two cans will 
be locked in unidirectional columnar rigidity by 
reception of half the width of the unit 33 in each 
of the coadjacent recesses 32. 

Referring to Figs. 4 and 5, the unit here shown, 
and as a whole designated 33*‘, is roughly of 
trifoliate outline, having three curvilinear cut 
outs 34, alike and equally spaced, having at its 
peripheral portions which alternate with said. 
cut-outs an oppositely swelled ?ange component 
.35, and having intermediate the outer limits of 
its central main thinner portion a ?nger-hole 36. 
Such a unit may be made of wood, plastic, or 
other suitable material, and one desirably of some 
resilient ?exibility at said thinner portion oppo 
site the said cut-outs; so that, with the main 
diametral dimension of the unit such as to ?t 
almost lock-tight in an end, recess 3! of a can, 
this consequent merely upon manually forcing 
the unit into said recess, the unit may be readily 
removed from the recess by squeeze thereon 
exerted between a ?nger in the hole 36 and say 
another ?nger or ?ngers of the same hand against 
the inner ends of one or two or perhaps all three 
of said cut-outs. 
Referring to Figs. 6-8, the unit here shown, 

and as a whole designated 33‘), is adapted to have 
operational-use characteristics analogous to those 
just explained in. connection with Figs. 4 and 5. 
This unit, which may well be made of a resilient 
plastic, is shown as comprising two main wider 
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4 
arcuate strips 31, 31, and two inner narrower 
arcuate strips 38, 38. As the unit is illustrated. 
it is not a unitary or one-piece molding, as it 
could well be; but the ends of the strips 38 are 
secured to the strips 31 near their ends, as by 
aperturing the latter strips and rounding the 
ends 39 of the strips 38, so that these rounded 
ends may be locked in said apertures as by dabs 
of a plastic cement as indicated at 40 in Fig. 7 
in the case of one of the four such joinders. 

Referring to Figs. 9 and 10, the unit here 
shown, and as a whole designated 33°, comprises 
a lower main strip 4|, and two like upper partially 
projected strips 42, 42. All of these strips are 
of a uniform thickness about equal to the depth 
of a can end recess 32; and the two opposite ends 
of each strip are rounded to a curvature match 
ing that of the inside of an end rim formation 
3| of a ‘can, while each strip is of a maximum 
length equal to about that of the inside diameter 
of such an end rim formation at a- point well 
down in a recess 32. 
Such a unit, and this comment is true also of 

those units shown in Figs. 12, 14, 16 and 18, 
ideally would be made of plastic, and molded as 
one-piece structures; although the same, as they 
are for example shown, particularly so far as 
the units of Figs. 10, 12 and 14 are concerned, 
maybe taken as illustrative of a method of fab 
rication according to which each of the different 
can-end engaging elements of a unit are sepa 
rately shaped and then secured together, as by 
use of a suitable plastic cement, when they are 
molded from a plastic material. 

Referring to Figs. 11 and 12, here, where the 
unit shown is as a whole designated 33*‘, the 
same comprises as its lower member a disk 44, 
w1th_three upper strips 45, 45, 45, partially over 
lappingly secured to the disk. The three strips 
are shown as of like shape and size and of uni 
form thickness about equal to the depth of a can 
end recess 32; with the two ends of each strip 
rounded to a curvature matching that of the 
inside of an end rim formation 3| of a can, while 
each strip is of a maximum length equal to about 
that of the inside diameter of such an end rim 
formation at a point well down in a recess 32. 
The disk 44 is circular according to the diameter 
last-named; and is of about the same thickness 
as a strip 45. 
Referring to Figs. 13 and 14, the unit here 

shown, and as a whole marked 336, is in effect a 
replica of the unit 33° of Fig. 10, except that only 
one strip partially projected from a lower strip, 
the latter here designated 4P, is present; said 
projected strip being indicated at 42°. 

Referring toFigs. 15 to 17, the unit here shown, 
and which as a whole is designated 33f, has parts 
441’, and 46, 46 corresponding, respectively, to the 
parts 44 and to two of the three parts 45 (Fig. 
12), with said parts 46 aligned across the disk 
Mg and both downwardly outwardly inclined. In 
the present case, for instance, the strips 43 are 
illustrated as downwardly inclined at different 
angles to the horizontal and also as differentially 
present- relative to overlapping relationship with 
the d1sk44’. To minimize chance of visual detec 
tron of the presence of this unit in a multi-can 

(118121-8437, meirely 1relatively tiny wedge-like con 
nec mg-ma eria rtions 4 ‘ 
shown in Fig. 17». po 1 need be used as 

In Fig. 18, a unit 338 is shown, which, having 
four members 44g and 468, 46K, 46%, with the disk 
448 and any of said parts 46g corresponding re 
spectively, to the part 44' and to either of’ the 



2,661,097 
5 

parts 46, 45, illustrates a variation such that there 
are included in the unit more than two of the in 
clined upper strips, and also a variation wherein 
all of said strips which are present are down 
wardly outwardly inclined at the same angle, and 
further a variation wherein all of said strips have 
the same extent of overlap relative to the under 
lying disk Ms. 
A further possible variation within the inven 

tion would be, for instance, a placement of the 
upper strips or equivalents, relative to a lower 
member which, for example, is a disk of an out 
line matching that of an end recess of a can, such 
that said upper strips or equivalents are dif 
ferently angularly spaced one from another. 

It is to be understood that the edges of the cam 
stacking display device may be beveled or other 
wise shaped for a true ?t within the top and bot 
tom ?anges of the can. 
While I have illustrated and described the pre 

ferred embodiments of my invention, it is to be 
understood that I do not limit myself to the pre 
cise constructions herein disclosed and the right 
is reserved to all changes and modi?cations com 
ing within the scope of the invention as de?ned 
in the appended claim. 
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Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by United 
States Letters Patent is: 
A display unit for stacking cans, comprising a 

pair of spaced wide, resilient strips, each being 
outwardly arcuate, a pair of narrow resilient, in 
ner strips connected to the wide strips adjacent 
outer ends thereof, said inner strips being op 
positely concave whereby pressure together bends 
the outer strips inwardly. 

NICHOLAS PAUL. 
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