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The present invention relates to gasoline tank 
caps, such as are used for closing the filler pipe 
leadingto a gasoline tank. Caps of the locking 
type are universally used for the purpose of pre 
venting theft of gasoline from the tank. As a 
rule, these caps are key-lock controlled. Most 
caps are provided with a cover which is hinged 
or swingable to uncover the keyhole opening, and 
will thereafter cover the same to prevent debris 
from entering the keyhole opening. When the “ 
cover swings, it often unscrews and becomes lost, 
and the invention is directed to a keyhole cover 
for a gasoline cap which is adapted to be rotated 
in one direction only to thereby prevent unscrew‘ 
mg. 

The invention has for an object the provision 
of a keyhole cover for gasoline caps which is so 
constructed and arranged as to withstand rough 
handling, and which operates in such a manner _. y‘ 
as to at all times assure that the keyhole opening 
in the gasoline cap is maintained closed, after a 
key is removed from said opening. 
The invention has for a further object, a gaso 

line cap construction which is inexpensive in cost _, 
of manufacture, and generally superior to con- " 
structions of this type now known to the inventor. 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary elevation of a gaso 

line tank with a pipe leading thereto, and the 

improved gasoline tank cap applied to said pipe, Figure 2 is a partially sectional, enlarged view ‘ 

of the improved gasoline tank cap, 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view on the 

line 3—3 of Figure 2, 
Figure 4 is a plan view of the gasoline tank ‘ 

cap, and, 
Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4, the key 

hole cover being moved to exposed the keyhole. _ 
Referring now to the drawing, the improved 

device of the invention is shown as an entirety ' 
at I, and the same includes a cap 2 adapted to 
be secured in some manner, not shown, to the 
pipe 3 communicating with the gasoline tank ‘l. 
The cap 2 is adapted to centrally house a barrel 
5 within which are the usual tumblers adapted 
to be actuated when a key is inserted within the 
keyhole opening 6 of said barrel, and parts re 
volved for the purpose of unlocking the cap from 
the pipe 3. To protect the keyhole opening, I 
have provided a cover ‘I which is carried by the 
cap 2 and adapted to completely overlie the barrel 
5 as shown in Figure 2. To accomplished this, 
the cap is provided with an internal enlargement 
at 8, the enlargement provided with a bore 9 and 
counterbores I 0 and I I. 
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A pin I2 is axially positioned in said bores, 
there’ being a, coil spring I3 surrounding the 
shank of the pin and interposed between the 
shoulder I4 and the head I5 of said pin for nor 
mally urging the pin in one direction. The oppo~ 
site end of the pin is screw threaded at I6 for 
threaded engagement with a circular shank I7 
formed on the base surface of the cover 1. ‘Shank 
I'I ?ts within the counterbore I I. 
Referring to Figure 3, the cap 2 is formed on 

its upper surface with an annular ?ange I8 which 
is concentric with the axis of the barrel 5 and 
adapted to surround the margin of the cover 

_ when the cover is closed over the keyhole open 
ing 6. The construction is such that the top of 
the cap internally of the ?ange I8 is depressed 
as shown at I9, and provided with an annular 
inclined wall 20, which interconnects one side of 
the annular ?ange I8 with a ?attened portion 2I 
of the cap 2. The periphery of the cover 1 is 
provided with a uniform diameter portion 22, and 
an inclined wall 23 interconnecting the base of 
the cover and the portion 22. The inclined wall 
23 is adapted to rest upon the wall 2%! of the cap. 
The surface of the ?ange I8 is provided with 

a ledge 24. This ledge is in the form of a wedge, 
which is to say, it has an inclined surface 25, and 
an abrupt end portion 26. The inclined surface 
merges with the top surface of the ?ange. This 
ledge acts as a cam, as hereinafter pointed out 
in the statement of the operation. In order to 
revolve the cover, the same is provided with a 
diametric raised portion 21 which acts as a ?nger 
hold for revolving the cover. 
The operation, uses and advantages of the in 

vention just described are as follows: 
If the operator desires access to the interior of 

the tank 4 through the pipe 3, the cover is moved 
from the position of Figure 4 to that of Figure 5 
through the expedient of placing the finger on the 
raised portion 21 and pushing sideways to cause 
rotation of the cover, using the pin I 2 as a pivot. 
The cover will move upwardly on the inclined 
surface 20 to raise the cover, the cover raising the 
pin I2 and compressing the spring I3. As a con 
sequence, the cover will remain in the position 
shown in Figure 5, whereby access is had to the 
keyhole 6 for the purpose of unlocking the cap. 
Upon relocking the cap, the cover may be moved 
clockwise, viewing Figure 5, which will cause 
the cover to move along the top of the annular 
?ange I8 and engage the cam surface 25. Fur 
ther movement will raise the cover and drop 
the same into depression I9 as shown in Figures 
3 and 4, the spring I3 urging the cover to this 
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position. Any attempt to move the cover in a 
counter-clockwise direction will be prevented by 
the cover striking the abrupt edge portion 26 of 
the ledge. 
The ledge 24 and pivot pin 12 are located 90° 

apart, see Figure 4. Hence, it is di?icult to re 
volve the cover ‘I in a direction other than clock 
wise to uncover the keyhole opening 6, as the 
ledge presents a side as well as an end obstruction 
to such counter movemen. As the cover 1 is 
adapted to be rotated in a clockwise direction, the 
screw threads 16 of the pin [2 are righthanded, 
and the pin tends to advance within the threaded 
portion of shank H. Thus, there?isnotendency 
for the cover to unscrew from the pin, hence the 
cover is never lost. 

I claim: 
In cap construction for gasoline tanks, the said 

cap housing a central barrel lock and having- an 
outwardly positioned keyhole opening, said cap 
formed with an annula' ?ange surrounding the 
top of the barrel lock, with the said ?ange-formed 
with an inner annular inclined wall, a cover. cc, 
centrically mounted for rotation on said. cap and 
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provided with an inclined wall complementary to 
the annular inclined wall ofthe cap and a wedge 
shaped ledge on the annular ?ange of the cap, the 
said ledge being located 90° from the eccentric 
mounting for the cover, whereby rotation of the 
cover relative to the cap is permitted in one di 
rection to uncover the keyhole opening and 
counter-movement of said cover from keyhole 
cover position is prevented by said ledge. 
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