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This invention relates to table leg pivot latch 
mechanism embodying improved features of con 
struction and wherein each table leg is swingably 
connected to the table top section by a leg hinging 
assembly concealed within the apron frame and 
having means for locking the table leg in rigid 
erect position and for releasably retaining the 
folded table leg within the con?nes of the apron 
frame. 
In accordance with this invention, a leg hing 

ing assembly is provided for swingably connect 
ing the table leg to the table top section which is 
simple in construction and economical to manu 
facture and install. The hinge assembly com 
prises a U~shaped hinge bracket of such limited 
heighth as to be fully contained within the apron 
frame or" the table top section and thus normally 
concealed from exterior view. The hinge bracket 
may be formed from a ?at piece of plate metal 
which may ?rst be punched with the required 
arrangement of holes therein before it. is bent 
into U-shape form. 
The base portion of the hinge bracket is de 

signed to be positioned adjacent the inside face 
of the apron frame and the bracket secured there 
to as by screws and angle clips. A rectangular 
shaped collar is contracted on to the upper end 
of the table leg with the opposite side walls of 
the collar designed to. snugly ?t between the 
parallel extending legs of the U-shaped bracket. 
A pivot bolt extends through aligned holes in 

the legs of the U-shaped bracket and also through 
the upper portion of the table leg and the side 
walls of the leg collar positioned therebetween 
in a manner to permit swinging movement of the 
table leg on the pivot bolt. The pivot bolt is 
provided with take-up means whereby the fric 
tional resistance to the swinging movement of the 
table leg may be adjusted as desired. The hinge 
bolt is so located that when the. table leg isv in 
erect position, one of the end walls of the leg 
collar with be in ?rm abutment against the inside 
face of the base portion of the U-shaped bracket. 
A latching bolt having a tapered head portion 

reciprocates within a metal guide sleeve ?tted in 
to a conforming hole bored transversely into the 
upper portion of the table leg. A compression 
spring is contained within the conforming bore 
and normally serves to urge the head portion 
of the latching bolt through the open outer end 
of the guide sleeve. The adjacent leg of the U 
shaped bracket is provided with a latching hole 
having a tapered interior camm-ing rim through 
which the head portion of the latching bolt is de 
signed to project when the table leg is in erect 
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position. As constructed, the pivot pin is located 
between the abutment end wall of the leg collar 
and the latching bolt so that when the head por 
tion of the latching bolt extends through the 
latching hole in the bracket leg, the tablev leg is 
held rigid at three.v triangle points whose apex 
point is the pivot. bolt, whose second point is the 
inside face of the‘ base portion of the. hinge 
bracket against which the adjacent end Wall of 
the leg collar abuts, and whose third point is the 
head portion of the locking bolt as cam-wedged 
into the latching hole of the bracket leg. This 
improved leg hinging assembly is so constructed 
that the tapered head portion of the latching bolt 
will cam wedge into the cam rimmed latching 
hole of the bracket leg at all times irrespective 
of wear of the parts, thereby insuring positive 
and immovable rigidity to. the erected table leg 
at all times. 
Means are. provided to. manually manipulate 

the. latching bolt out of latching engagement with 
the latching hole in the bracket leg which com 
prises, a cup shaped member which covers the 
exterior face of the latching hole and is secured 
to the. bracket leg. The cap member presents an 
interior cavity designed to receive the head por 
tion of the latching bolt when projected through 
the latching hole in the bracket leg. The cap 
member has a sleeve portion within which a 
manipulating pin is designed to slide, the pin 
having a manipulating head exterior to the cap 
member and a ?ared base portion within the cap 
member designed to engage the end of the latch 
ing bolt. The latching bolt may be easily released 
from looking engagement with the rim of the 
latching hole by exerting ?nger pressure on the 
head portion of the manipulating pin. 
One of the bracket legs is also provided with 

a receiving hole. having a countersunk interior 
rim designed to provide a. pocket for the end of 
the latching bolt when the table leg is folded with 
in the con?nes of the apron frame. This receiv 
ing hole thus serves. to. releasably retain the table 
leg in folded position, but is so constructed that 
the end portion of the latching bolt will cam out 
of the receiving hole when a downward pull is 
exerted on the folded leg. 
Folding leg tables may be constructed in ac 

cordancc with this invention in numerous dif 
ferent. and attractive shapes, designs and pat 
terns and for use as bridge tables, dining room 
tables, living room tables and general utility 
tables. These folding leg tables are sturdy and 
lasting in construction, may be similar in design 
and appearance to tables having‘ permanently 
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?xed legs, and yet permit collapse folding of the 
legs thereof so that the table can be stored as 
desired in a minimum of space. 
Other objects and advantages of this invention 

will become apparent as the disclosure proceeds. 
Although the characteristic features of this 

invention will be particularly pointed out in the 
claims appended hereto, the invention itself, and 
the manner in which it may be carried out, may 
be better understood by referring to the following 
description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, in which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved 
folding leg table as viewed from the underside 
of the table top section, one of the legs being 
shown in folded position and the other three legs 
being shown in erect position. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary vertical cross-sectional 
view taken along line 2-2 of Fig. 1 and illus 
trating certain structural details of the table top 
section and associated leg hinging assembly. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary horizontal cross 
sectional view taken along line 3—~3 of Fig. 2 
illustrating further details of the leg hinging 
assembly. 

Fig. 4 is another fragmentary vertical cross 
sectional view taken along line 4—4 of Fig. 3 
and showing further details of the leg hinging 
assembly. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary vertical cross-sectional 
view taken along the line E—5 of Fig. 2 and 
illustrates structural details of the leg latching 
means forming a part of the leg hinging assem 
bly. 

Fig. 6 is another fragmentary vertical cross 
sectional view taken along line 6—6 of Fig. 2 
showing details of the hinge bolt which forms a 
part of the leg hinging assembly, the associated 
leg being shown in erect position. 

Fig. '7 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view 
taken along line 6—5 of Fig. 2 showing parts of 
the leg hinging assembly as the same would 
appear when the leg is in folded position. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective View of the U-shaped 
hinge bracket which is attached to the table 
apron frame and forms a part of the leg hinging 
assembly. 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the metal collar 
which forms a part of the leg hinging assembly, 
this view also showing the manner in which the I 
leg collar is shrunk on to the upper end of the 
table leg. 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 
modi?ed form of leg hinging assembly which 
?nds practical application to a folding leg table 
whose apron member has an arcuate contour. 

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary horizontal cross 
sectional view taken along line II—iI of Fig. 
10 and showing further details of the modi?ed 
leg hinging assembly; and 

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of the hinge 
bracket which forms a part of the modi?ed leg 
hinging assembly shown in Figs. 10 and 11. 

Similar reference characters refer to similar 
parts throughout the several views of the draw 
ings and the speci?cation. 
While the improved leg hinging assembly of 

this invention may be associated with substan 
tially any type of table having any desired num 
ber of legs, the leg hinging assembly is illus 
trated in Figs. 1 to 7 inclusive as associated with 
a four legged table having a table top section 
generally square or rectangular in outline. The 
table top section as illustrated comprises a pair 
of opposite side apron members I and a pair of 
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4 
opposite end apron members 2 connected at the 
ends thereof to form mitered corner joints 3 and 
together forming a rigid frame. A pair of side 
frame members 4 are superimposed over and se 
cured to the side apron members I, and a pair 
of end frame members 5 are superimposed over 
and secured to the end apron members 2, with 
the side and end frame members 4 and 5 se 
cured together at the corners of the table to pro 
vide mitered joints 6 and together forming a 
rigid top frame for the table top section. A table 
top panel ‘I presenting a suitable ?nished table 
top surface rests upon and is secured to the 
side and end frame members 4 and 5. A corner 
block 8 is secured to the underface of the top 
panel ‘I at each corner thereof and directly over 

The 
table legs 9 may be given any shape and form 
desired to harmonize with the artistic design of 
the table top section. 
A leg hinging assembly I0 is provided to swing 

-ably connect each leg 9 to the table top section. 
Each hinging assembly I0 incorporates means 
'for releasably locking its associated leg in erect 
position and means for releasably retaining the 
leg in folded position within the con?nes of the 
side and end apron members I and 2 respectively. 
.Each leg hinging assembly comprises a hinge 
bracket II as shown in perspective in Fig. 8, 
[which can be economically shaped from a heavy 
-metal plate into U-shaped form. The hinge 
bracket I I presents a long bracket leg I2 having a 
plurality of screw holes I3 by means of which the 
vleg may be secured as by screws I3’ to one of the 
‘apron members with the base portion I4 of the 
.bracket in abutment against the adjacent apron 
‘member. The U-shaped hinge bracket II also 
presents a bracket leg I5 which is somewhat 
shorter than its companion bracket leg I2 and 
extends parallel thereto. The legs I2 and I5 and 
the base portion M of each hinge bracket I I have 
a heighth which is preferably not greater than 
vthe height of the side and end apron members I 
:and 2, so that the hinge bracket is substantially 
‘concealed from normal visible view by the apron 
‘frame when the table legs are in erected position. 

In addition to the screws I3’ which rigidly 
'secure the bracket leg I2 to the adjacent apron 
>member, the hinge bracket is also secured to the 
adjacent apron member I as by means of an 
angular securing clip IS as shown in Figs. 2, 3, 

The angular securing clip I6 has a 
leg I6’ which is secured as by a screw I‘! to the 
adjacent apron member and a leg I6" which is 
'secured to the bracket leg I2 as by spot welds I8. 
The U-shaped hinge bracket II is also secured 
-to the corner block 8, against which the hinge 
:bracket abuts, by an angular securing clip I5 
'as shown in Figs. 2 and 5. One leg 49' of the 
angular securing clip I9 is secured by one or 
'more screws 20 to the corner block 3 and the other 
:leg I 9” is secured to the hinge bracket leg I5 
.as by spot welds 2I. Thus the hinge bracket II 
is rigidly secured in immovable position to the 
apron frame and the superimposed corner block 
8 which is in turn glued and secured to the ad 
jacent side and end framing members 4 and 5 
and the table top panel ‘I, so that the U-shaped 
hinged brackets I! not only provide means for 
hingedly securing the table legs to the table top 
section, but additionally reinforce and strengthen 
the table top section. 

The upper end 9’ of each table leg is preferably 
:given a generally square or rectangular cross 
sectional contour to snugly receive a metal c01 



lar- 2-5 which is teleseoped' onto the upper end 
thereof, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 9. The 
collar 25 may be- shaped from a heavy metal 
band. into rectangular- form with the end portions 
216v thereof overlapped and secured together as by 
spot welding 21. The collar 25 has: a crosspsec 
tional’ contour which snugly conforms to the 
cross-sectional contour of the squared upper end 
portion- 9' of the table leg and presents side Walls 
28. and 29 and end walls 30 and 31. The metal 
collar 25 is designed to snugly ?t between the 
legs I2 and [5 of the hinge bracket II as shown 
in Figs. 3" to 7 inclusive, with‘ the side walls 28 
and? 29-of1 the cellar in snug ?tting contact with 
the inside faces of the legs l2‘ and 15 respectively 
of the hinge bracket H, and with the end wall 
3! of the collar in contact with the inside face 
of the base portion Id of the hinge bracket II 
when‘ the table leg to- which the collar is attached 
is in erect position. 
To apply the metal collar 25 to the squared 

upper end portion 9’ of the leg 9, the formed 
metal collar 25 is preferably heated to substan 
tially l'ow red heat to expand the same, and 
as thus heated is driven on to the upper end of 
the table leg and immediately chilled in a man 
ner to cause the metal collar to shrink and thus 
embrace the squared end portion of the table 
leg with a tenacious and immovable grip. The 
collar 25 is applied to the leg presents its upper 
edge substantially flush with the upper end face 
of the table leg as indicated in Fig. 9. To pre 
vent unobstructed inward swinging movement 
of thetable leg to folded position Within the con~ 
?nes of the apron frame of the table top section, 
a corner portion of‘ the table leg may be cut to 
present- an. inclined corner face 9” as shown in 
Figs, 4 and 9, with the adjacent portions of the 
sidewalls 2S and 29. and‘ end wall 31 of the leg 
collar r?glikewise cut oil" to conform with the 
inclined end face 9" of the table leg. 
The-upper end of each table leg 9 is hingedly 

connected‘ to the U-shaped hinge bracket H by 
meansof‘apivot bolt 32 which extends through a 
hole. bored transversely through the upper end 
portion 9.’ of the table; leg, the bored hole being 
in- alignment with the aligned bolt holes 33 in 
the: side walls. Zdand 29 of‘the metal collar 25. 
The pivot bolt. 32 also extends through a pivot 
hole 22 in the short leg, i5 01"“ the hinge bracket 
H, with the threaded end portion 32’ of the 
hinge bolt extending into a threaded hole 23 in 
the. longer leg l2v of the hinge bracket. A suit 
able washer 35 seats between the head portion 
32" of the hinge bolt 32: and the adjacent leg 
15.01’ the. bracket Ii. By a suitable tightening 
adjustment of the hinge bolt 32, the frictional 
resistance to the swinging movement of the table 
leg may be. adjusted as desired. The hinge bolt 
32'is so positioned that when the table leg is in 
its fully erect position, the end wallet of the leg 
collar 25 is in ?rm abutment against the base 
portion M of» the hinge bracket H as shown in 
Fig. 4. 
Latching means associated with each table leg 

is provided to securely lock the leg in ?xed erect 
position as shown more particularly in Figs. 2, 
5 and 7. The latching means comprises a tubu 
lar metal sleeve 35 which extends into a con 
forming hole 35 bored transversely into the 
squared" end portion 9’ of the table leg, with the 
mouth of the sleeve 35 extending through a con 
forming» hole 29’ in'the side wall 29 of the leg 
collar 25. The sleeve-35‘ contains a latching bolt 
3''!»- designed1 to smoothly reciprocate therein. 
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The latching bolt‘ 31- has a tapered- head pori 
tion 38- designed. to project beyond‘ the mouth 
of the sleeve 35. A compression spring 39- is 
positioned within the sleeve 35* and is» designed 
to be compressed between the ?at end 31" of the 
latching bolt and the closed‘ end 36" of the bore 
36. 
The tapered end head portion 38 of the latch 

ing bolt 31? is designed to‘ project through: a 
latching hole 4b in the bracket leg l5" when the 
table leg is in its fully erect position. The latch 
ing hole ?it‘ has a tapered or countersunk rim 
it’ on the inner face thereof against which the 
tapered head portion 38‘ of the latching bolt 3-‘! 
may cam. The latching hole 40 is so shaped 
and located that the'head- portion 38 of the-latch 
ing bolt 3-1, as urged by the compression‘- springs 
Qlt; willl project through the hole 40‘ only when 
the end wall 3'! of the leg collar 25' is in ?rm 
abutment against the inside face‘ of‘ the base 
portion M of the hinge bracket ll. Thus when 
the table leg- is in fully erect position, it is locked 
against swinging movement by the head portion 

of the locking bolt 37 as projected through 
the latching hole ill, and is additionally bracedv 
and held rigid by the base'portion Me of the hinge; 
bracket ll against which the end wall 311 of.‘ 
the leg collar 25 abuts. 
In order to swing the» table leg into folding: 

position, the head- portion 38 of the» latching 
bolt 3'? must be driven inwardly from its wedged 
position in the latching hole 40. Simple- means 
is provided to drive the latching bolt 31‘ out- of 
latching engagement with the latching hole 40‘, 
which means comprises a cap member 42’ which 
seats over the latching hole 4i)’: The‘ca-p meme 
ber I42 is provided with a ?ared ?ange 43 which 
is secured as by solder or welding 43' to that 
portion of the bracket leg l5 which surrounds 
the latching hole (Hi. The cap member 42- is 
provided with sleeve portion 44 within which a 
manipulating pin '35 is designed to reciprocate. 
The pin 45 has a. manipulating head 46- and' a 
?ared base portion 4? designed to‘ seat against 
the end of the head portion 38 of the latching 
bolt 3?. Finger pressure exerted against the 
head portion 5% of the manipulating pin 45 op 
erates to drive the latching bolt 31-‘ inwardly 
against the action of the coil spring 39 in'a man 
ner to release the head portion 38 thereof from 
latching engagement with the latching hole 40 
in the bracket leg l5. 
Means are also provided to releasably retain 

the table leg in folding position within the con 
fines of the apron frame as shown in. Fig. 1. 
This retaining means comprises a hole 48 in the 
leg l5'of the hinge bracket H which presentsan 
interior counter-sunk or tapered rim 138’ de 
signed to provide a pocket for the end of the 
latching bolt 31' as shown‘ in‘ Fig. 7‘. It will be 
noted that the‘ retaining hole 1Z3 is of smaller 
diameter than‘ the latching- hole 49 so‘ that no 
manipulating pin or like device is required to 
release the end of the latching bolt 3"! from its 
pocketed position within the counter-sunk hole 
48. Nevertheless, the end of" the latching‘ bolt 
3'! projects into the counter-sunk retaining hole 
138 a su?oient distance to ?rmly retain the leg 
in its folded position, and yet permit the folded 
leg to be pulled down into erect position by the 
application of a pulling force on the leg su?i 
cient to cause‘the end of ‘the latching bolt 31 to 
cam out of the counter-sunk retaining hole- 48. 

It will be appreciated that‘when the table leg 
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is swung into erect position, the compression 
spring 39 will drive the head portion 33 of the 
latching bolt 31 into and through the latching 
hole 40 so as to rigidly retain the table leg in 
erect position until manually released by the 
manipulating pin 45. When the latching bolt 
31 is released from the latching hole 40 by ?nger 
pressure exerted on the manipulating pin 45, the 
table leg can be folded inwardly and when so 
folded the end of the latching bolt 3'! will ride 
against the inside face of the bracket Ileg [5 un 
til the end of the latching bolt snaps into the 
counter-sunk retaining hole 48 to thereby ?rmly 
hold and retain the table leg in folded position 
until released from this position by a downward 
pull exerted on the table leg. 
There is shown in Figs. 10, 11 and 12 a some‘ 

what modi?ed form of hinge bracket assembly 
particularly adapted for table top sections hav 
ing an apron member of curvilinear or exotic 
contour, which departs from the rectangular, or 
otherwise requires the folding of the table legs 
over the center section of the table top in cross 
ing relationship. For purposes of illustration, 
there is shown in Figs. 10 and 11 a table con- . 
struction whose table top section 56 has an apron 
frame 5! of generally arcuate contour with a 
top frame 52 secured to the upper edge of the 
apron frame 5! as by securing screws 52’ to 
thereby form an edging frame for the table top 
panel. The table top panel 53 may be made of 
plywood veneer whose perimeter is inset into a 
conforming groove 53’ formed in the top frame 
52. The table top panel 53 may be additionally 
supported by a panel backing or bracing 54 to 
strengthen the construction. 
The modi?ed leg hinging assembly 55 associ 

ated with the table top section shown in Figs. 
10 and 11 comprises a U-shaped hinge bracket 55 
which may be stamped from a flat metal plate 
into the form generally illustrated in Fig. 12. 
The hinge bracket 56 as thus formed comprises a 
pair of parallel extending leg portions 51 and Si” 
which are connected by a base portion 58. The 
upper edge of each leg portion 5‘! and 5?’ is pro 
vided with an outwardly ?ared flange portion 58’ 
having a series of screw receiving holes 59 there 
in. The ?ange portions 58' are designed to abut 
against the inside face of the top frame 52 and 

adjacent panel backing 54 and is affixed thereto by screws 59' which extend through the screw ' 

holes 59 in the ?ared ?ange portions 53'. 
The U-shaped bracket 56 is designed to be se 

cured to the arcuate inside face of the arcuate 
apron frame 5! as by a pair of angle clips [6, 
each having a leg I6’ which is secured to the 
inside face of apron frame 5| as by screws 5'.‘ and 
a leg it” which is secured to the outside face of 
the adjacent bracket leg as by welding 18. It 
will be noted by referring to Fig. 11 that the hinge 
bracket 55 may be secured by the angular clips 
Hi to the apron frame ‘5! in a manner to permit 
directional folding of the associated table leg to 
the desired location within the confines of the 
apron frame 5! extending around and forming a 
part of table top section 50. 
Each table leg 9 associated with the table top 

section illustrated in Figs. 10 and 11 is provided 
with a squared end portion 9’ shaped to be rigidly 
embraced by the leg collar 25. The leg 9 shown 
in Figs. 10 and 11 is pivotally connected to the 
hinge bracket 56 by means of a pivot bolt 32 
which extends through aligned holes to and 50' 
in the leg portions 51 and 51' of the hinge bracket 
56. The bolt receiving hole 60’ in the leg por 
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8 
tion 51' is threaded to receive the threaded end 
portion 32' of the hinge bolt 32. The squared 
upper end portion 9' of each table leg 9 as shown 
in Figs. 10 and 11 is provided with a latching bolt 
assembly similar to that shown in Fig. 5, and 
comprising a latch set in a conforming bore 31, 
sleeve 35, bolt 36 and coil spring 39. The leg por 
tion 5? of the hinge bracket 56 is provided with 
a counter-sunk hole Bl having an inclined rim 
6i’ through which the head portion 38 of the 
latching bolt 3‘! is designed to project when the 
table leg is in erect position. 
The leg portion 5i’ of the hinge bracket 56 is 

also provided with a counter-sunk hole 62 hav 
ing an inclined rim portion 52' which is some 
what smaller in diameter than the latching hole 
6i. The end portion of the latching bolt 31 is 
designed to pocket in the hole 62 when the table 
leg is in folded position. The leg hinging as 
sembly shown in Figs. 10 and 11 is also provided 
with a latching bolt manipulating means com 
prising the cup member 42 which is secured over 
the outside face of the latching hole 6|, the cup 
member 42 having a manipulating pin 45 by 
means of which the head portion 38 of the latch 
ing bolt 3'! be manually released from its 
locked position within the latching hole ‘6!. 

It will be noted by referring to Figs. 10 and 11 
that the leg 9 is provided with a shoulder portion 
65 designed to abut against the lower edge 5i’ 
on the apron frame 5| when the leg is in fully 
erected position. As thus constructed, the table 
leg is rigidly braced and held immovable when 
the head portion 35 of the latching bolt 31 pro 
jects through the latching hole vEl. The outer 
surface of each leg may be given a decorative 
contour as shown in Fig. 11 to harmonize with 
the artistic contour of the table top section. 
Leg hinging assemblies constructed in accord 

ance with this invention may be associated with 
table top sections of any desired size and form 
for use as bridge tables, dining tables, living-room 
tables and general utility tables. These leg hing 
ing assemblies are designed and constructed to 
rigidly hold the erected table legs ?xed and im 
movable with the leg hinging assemblies fully 
concealed within the apron frame of the top sec 
tion so that the table has the exterior appear 
ance of having permanently ?xed legs. The 
latching holes iii‘) and 51 associated with the hinge 
brackets i l and 56 present tapered camming rims 
4i!’ and B l ' respectively which cooperate with the 
tapered head portion 58 of the latching bolt 31 
in a manner to rigidly lock the associated leg in 
erect position irrespective of the wear on the 
parts during use. Simple means comprising a 
manipulating pin (35 is provided, which is readily 
accessible and yet concealed from exterior view 
within the apron frame of the table top sec 
tion, for releasing the latching bolt 31 from its 
erected leg retaining position. 

It will be noted that each erected table leg is 
held immovable by the particular construction of 
the leg hinging assembly associated therewith 
which provides three point bracing. For ex 
ample, the erected leg 9 shown in Fig. 4 is braced 
by the hinged pin 32 at a point which forms the 
apex of a triangle, is braced by the head portion 
'38 time latching bolt 37 extending through the 
?lggiilnggtiloicge M3 to form the second point of the 

L A- beds, and 1s braced at the third point 
°_f the: bl‘a?ll’lg triangle by the base portion I4 of 
the hinge bracket ll against which the end wall 

Similarly, the 
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erected leg shown in Fig. 10 has three point brac 
ing,,namely, by the hinge pin 32 which forms the 
apex of the bracing triangle, by the head portion 
38 of the latching bolt 3'5 which forms the sec 
ond point of the bracing triangle, and by the 
base portion to of the hinge bracket 55 against 
which the end wall 3! of the leg collar 25 abuts. 
Positive and immovable rigidity irrespective of 
Wear of the parts forming the hinge assemblies, 
is thus given to the erected legs. 
Predetermined frictional resistance to the 

swinging movement of the legs from erect ~po~ 
sition to folded position and vice versa may be 
simply accomplished by manipulating the head 
portion 32" of the hinge bolt 32 so that the leg ' 
portions of the hinge bracket exert the desired 
frictional pressure against the side walls 28 and 
29 of the leg collar 25 positioned therebetween. 
The leg hinging assemblies are also so constructed 
as to retain the folded legs fully within the ‘con 
?nes of the apron members of the table top sec~ 
tion so that the table with its folded legs can be 
contained within a minimum of storage space. 
The folded leg retaining hole 48 associated with 
the hinge bracket ll shown in Fig. '8, and the ~ 
retain‘ng hole 92 associated with the hinge 
bracket 55 shown in Fig. 12, are so shaped and 
constructed as to ?rmly retain the associated leg 
in ?xed folded condition and yet permit down 
ward swinging ‘movement of the leg to erect po 
sition when sufficient pull is exerted on the leg 
to cause ‘the inclined rim portions 40' and 62’ 
of the retaining holes All and 62 respectively to 
earn over the end of the latching bolt 31.. 
Leg hinging assemblies may be constructed in 

accordance with this invention from vrelatively 
few and simple parts which can be economically 
manufactured and assembled. Hinge brackets H 
and 56 may be formed from stamped metal plates 
which may be punched with the desired holes 
before forming. Folding leg tables, embodying 
the improved leg hinging assemblies above de 
scribed, are Sturdy ‘and long-lasting in use, he 
tray no visible exterior evidence that the legs 
are foldable, but on the contrary give the visible 
appearance of a permanently set up table. Fold 
ing leg tables may be constructed in accordance 
with this invention in numerous designs ‘and pat 
terns to give the appearance of permanently 
erected high quality tables, which nevertheless , 
present the folding leg feature to permit storage 
thereof in limited space. 
While certain novel features of the invention 

have been disclosed in the above description and 
the following applied claims, it will be understood 
that various omissions, substitutions, and changes 
may be made by those skilled in the art without 
departing from the spirit of this invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An improved folding leg tabLe comprising a 

table section presenting an enclosing apron 
frame, a plurality of table legs supporting the 
table top section, and a leg hinging assembly as 
sociated with each of said table legs fully con 
tained within the con?nes of said apron frame 
when the legs are erected position, said hing 
ing assembly comprising a metal hinge bracket 
presenting a pair of parallel extending bracket 
legs connected by a base portion, means for se 
curing said hinge bracket to said apron frame 
with the base portion of the bracket adjacent 
the apron frame and with one of said bracket 
legs spaced from the apron frame, a metal col 
lar secured to the upper end of the table leg and 
shaped to be ‘contained within said ‘hinge bracket 
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with the opposite side walls of the collar snugly 
received between the legs of the bracket, said 
collar having an end wall designed to seat in tight 
abutting relation to the lower edge of said bracket 
base portion when the leg is vfully erected to 
thereby provide the abutment point of a wedge 
locking triangle, a pivot bolt swingably connect 
ing the table leg to said hinge bracket, said pivot 
bolt extending through the legs of the hinge 
bracket and transversely through the table leg 
and the side walls of the leg collar, said pivot 
bolt being located substantially above the lower 
abutment edge or" the bracket base portion to 
thereby de?ne the pivoting apex point of said 
wedge locking triangle, a conforming hole bored 
transversely into the upper portion of the table 
leg one of ‘the ‘side walls of said collar, a 
latch bolt having a tapered end portion slidable 
within said conforming hole, and a latching hole 
presenting a camming rim in said frame-spaced 
bracket leg through which the tapered end pore 
tion ‘of the latch ‘bolt designed ‘to project to lock 
the table leg in erected position, said latching 
hole ‘being located above the lower abutment edge 
of said bracket base portion and spaced a sub. 
stantial distance laterally from said pivot bolt 
to provide the wedge point of said wedge locking 
triangle when the tapered end portion of the 
latching bolt is wedge locked therein. ’ 

2. An improved folding leg table comprising 
a table section presenting an enclosing apron 
frame, a plurality "of table legs supporting the 
table top section, and a leg hinging assembly as 
sociated with each of said table legs fully con 
tained within ‘the con?nes of said apron frame 
when ‘the legs are in erected position, said hing 
ing assembly comprising a metal hinge bracket 
presenting a pair of parallel extending bracket 
‘legs connected by a base portion, means for se 
curing said hinge bracket within said apron 
frame, a metal collar rigidly secured to the upper 
end of the table leg and shaped to be contained 
within said hinge bracket with the opposite side 
walls of the collar snugly received between the 
legs of the bracket, said collar having an end wall 
designed to seat in tight abutting relation to the 
lower edge of said bracket base portion when 
the leg is fully verected to thereby provide the 
abutment point of a wedge locking triangle, a 
pivot bolt swingably connecting the table leg to 
said hinge bracket, said pivot bolt extending 
through the legs of the hinge bracket and trans 
versely through the table leg and the side walls 
of the leg collar, said pivot bolt being located 
substantially above the lower abutment edge of 
the bracket ‘base portion to thereby de?ne the 
pivoting apex point of said wedge locking tri 
angle, a metal sleeve ?tted within a conforming 
hole bored transversely into the upper portion 
of the table leg and one of the side walls of said 
collar, a latch bolt having a tapered end portion 
sl-idable within said sleeve, a latching hole pre 
senting a camming rim in one of ‘said bracket 
legs through which the tapered end portion of 
the latch bolt is designed to project to thereby 
lock the table leg in erected position, said latch 
ing hole being located above the lower edge of 
said bracket base portion and spaced a substan 
tial distance laterally from said pivot bolt to pro 
vide the wedge point of said wedge locking tri 
angle when the tapered end portion of the latch 
bolt is wedge locked therein. 

3. An improved folding leg table comprising a 
table section‘_"presenting an enclosing apron 
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frame, a plurality of table legs supporting the 
table top section, and a leg hinging assembly as 
sociated with each of said table legs fully con 
tained within the con?nes of said apron frame 
when the legs are in erected position, said hing 
ing assembly comprising a metal hinge bracket 
presenting a pair of parallel extending bracket 
legs connected by a base portion, means for se 
curing said hinge bracket within said apron 
frame, a metal collar rigidly secured to the up 
per end of the table leg and shaped to be con 
tained within said hinge bracket with the oppo 
site side walls of the collar snugly received be 
tween the legs of the bracket, said collar hav~ 
ing an end wall designed to seat in tight abut 
ting relation to the lower edge of said bracket 
base portion when the table leg is fully erected 
to thereby provide the abutment point of a wedge 
locking triangle, a pivot bolt swingably connect 
ing the table leg to said hinge bracket, said 
pivot bolt extending through the legs of the 
hinge bracket and tranversely through the table 
leg and the side walls of the leg collar, said pivot 
bolt being located substantially above the lower 
abutment edge of the bracket base portion to 
thereby define the pivoting apex point of said 
wedge locking triangle, a metal sleeve ?tted 
within a conforming hole bored transversely 
into the upper portion of the table leg and one 
of the side walls of said collar, a latch bolt hav 
ing a tapered end portion slidable within said 
sleeve, a latching hole presenting a camming 
rim in one of said bracket legs through which 
the tapered end portion of the latch bolt is de 
signed to project to thereby lock the table leg 
in erected position, said latching hole being lo 
cated above the lower edge of said bracket base 
portion and spaced a substantial distance lat~ 
erally from said pivot bolt to provide the wedge 
point of said wedge locking triangle when the 
tapered end portion of the latch bolt is wedge 
locked therein, a compression spring contained 
within said conforming hole in the table leg 
normally operative to project the end portion 
of the latch bolt outwardly through the latch 
ing hole in the bracket leg when the table leg is 
in erected position, and means associated with 
said latching hole for manually driving the end 
portion of the latch bolt inwardly against the 
action of said compression spring to release the 
erected table leg for folding movement. 

4. An improved folding leg table comprising a 
table section presenting an enclosing apron 
frame, a plurality of table legs supporting the 
table top section, and a leg hinging assembly 
associated with each of said table legs fully 
contained within the con?nes of said apron 
frame when the legs are in erected position, 
said hinging assembly comprising a metal hinge 
bracket presenting a pair of parallel extending 
bracket legs connected by a base portion, means 
for securing said hinge bracket within said apron 
frame, a metal collar rigidly secured to the up 
per end of the table leg and shaped to be con 
tained within said hinge bracket with the op 
posite side walls of the collar snugly received 
between the legs of the bracket, said collar hav 
ing an end wall designed to seat in tight abut 
ting relation to the lower edge of said bracket 
base portion when the table leg is fully erected 
to thereby provide the abutment point of a 
wedge locking triangle, a pivot bolt swingably 
connecting the table leg to said hinge bracket, 
said pivot bolt extending through the legs of 
the hinge bracket and transversely through the 
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12 
table leg and the side walls of the leg collar, 
said pivot bolt being located substantially above 
the lower abutment edge of the bracket base 
portion to thereby de?ne the pivoting apex point 
of said wedge locking triangle, a metal sleeve 
?tted within a conforming hole bored trans 
versely into the upper portion of the table leg 
and one of the side walls of said collar, a latch 
bolt having a tapered end portion slidable with 
in said sleeve, a latching hole presenting a cam 
ming rim in one of said bracket legs through 
which the tapered end portion of the latch bolt 
is designed to project to thereby lock the table 
leg in erected position, said latching hole be 
ing located above the lower edge of said bracket 
base portion and spaced a substantial distance 
laterally from said pivot bolt to provide the 
wedge point of said wedge locking triangle when 
the tapered end portion of the latching bolt is 
wedge locked therein, a compression spring con 
tained within said conforming hole in the table 
leg normally operative to project the end por 
tion of the latch bolt outwardly through the 
latching hole in the bracket leg when the table 
leg is in erected position, and means associat 
ed with said latching hole for manually driving 
the end portion of the latch bolt inwardly against 
the action of said compression spring to re 
lease the erected table leg for folding move 
ment, said means including a cap member se 
cured to the bracket leg over the exterior of the 
latching hole therein, said cap member pre 
senting a sleeve portion and an internal cavity 
designed to receive the tapered end portion of 
the latching bolt when projected through said 
latching hole, and a manipulating pin slidable 
in the sleeve portion of said cap member, said 
manipulating pin having a head portion ex 
terior of said cap member and a base portion 
interior of said cap member designed to engage 
the end of the latch bolt when projected into 
said cap member. 

5. An improved folding leg table comprising a 
table section presenting an enclosing apron 
frame, a plurality of table legs supporting the 
table top section, and a leg hinging assembly 
associated with each of said table legs fully con 
tained within the con?nes of said apron frame 
when the legs are in erected position, said hing 
ing assembly comprising a, metal hinge bracket 
presenting a pair of parallel extending bracket 
legs connected by a base portion, ?ange por 
tions flaring outwardly from said bracket legs, 
means for securing said ?ange portions to the 
table top panel with the base portion of the 
bracket adjacent the apron frame and with said 
bracket legs spaced from the apron frame, a 
metal collar secured to the upper end of the 
table leg and shaped to be contained within 
said hinge bracket with the opposite side walls 
of the collar snugly received between the legs 
of the bracket, said collar having an end Wall 
designed to seat in tight abutting relation to 
the lower edge of said bracket base portion 
when the leg is fully erected to thereby provide 
the abutment point of a wedge locking triangle, 
a pivot bolt swingably connecting the table leg 
to said hinge bracket, said pivot bolt extend 
ing through the legs of the hinge bracket and 
transversely through the table leg and the side 
Walls of the leg collar, said pivot bolt being lo 
cated substantially above the lower abutment 
edge of the bracket base portion to thereby de 
?ne the pivoting apex point of said wedge lock 
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ing triangle, 9. conforming hole bored trans 
versely into the upper portion of the table leg 
and one of the side Walls of said ‘collar, a latch 
bolt having a tapered end portion slidable with 
in said conforming hole, and a latching hole 
presenting a camming rim in one of said bracket 
legs through which the tapered end portion of 
the latch bolt is designed to project to lock the 
table leg in erected position, said latching hole 
being located above the lower abutment edge of 
said bracket base portion and spaced a substan 
tial distance laterally from said pivot bolt to 
provide the Wedge point of said wedge locking 
triangle when the tapered end portion of the 
latch bolt is Wedge locked therein. 

GLENN H. NORQUIST. 
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