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1' Claim. 

This invention relates to containers and more 
particularly to a ?berboard container of the open 

ment of a variety of commodities. 
In the packing and shipment of certain com 

modities, such for example, as hands of bananas, 
it is desirable that. the container be of the open 
top type. With such open top containers the 
problem of stacking loaded containers during 
storageand shipment requires not only that the 
container have adequate vertical compressive 
strength and resistance to lateral collapse, but 
that it be constructed in such a way asv to' pre 
vent any superposed container in a stack from 
falling into the container immediately- therebe 
low in the stack; " ‘ ' > 

An object of the invention is toprovide a fiber- 
board container suitable‘ for use, as above stated, 
as an open top container and‘ constructed to en 
able the containers to be‘ stacked on one another 
without danger of an upper‘container fallinginto 
a lower one‘ in the stack. -‘ ‘ ' ‘ 

Another object of the invention is to provide 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a container as aforesaid which, for a given 
cubical capacity, can be made from an amount 
of sheet material less than required by previous 
ly known forms of containers that can serve these 
purposes. ~ 

The container embodying the invention com 
prises a one-piece, rectangular bottom wall, a pair 
of opposed, rectangular side walls and a pair of 
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forms. resting. upon the upper edges of the ‘side 

by reason of. the resultant truss effect. 
The invention and the features and advantages 

thereof will be more clearlyunderstood‘ from the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

' Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a container em 
bodying the, invention ; 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary view, in perspective, 

showing one end of the container, with one of'the 
parts. removed from position; ‘ 

Fig. 3 is a. fragmentary detailed view, partly in 
section, of one end of the container; 

‘Fig.\ 4. is a plan-view of. a blank for forming, the 
'end walls of’ the’ container shown in. Fig. 1;, and 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a blank for forming the 
bottom andside walls, thereof. 

’ ‘The preferred formofcontainer embodying. the 
invention, may ‘be made from corrugated? ?ber 
board, or the like, and comprises a bottom l'l", 
side walls I3 and end walls IS. 
The bottom II and side walls K! are each of I 

rectangular outline and are preferably formed 
integrally with one another from a single piece 
blank indicated generally by the numeral H in Fig. 5. 

The end walls It are of trapezoidal outline, the 
side edges 20 thereof extending at equal angles 
with respect to the base 22, and the base 22 being 
of a length substantially equal to the width of the 
bottom Wall II. The upper ends of the walls It 
are of a length approximately two inches less 
than that of the lower ends thereof. 
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of considerably less width than the bottom 1 I, so 
that when stacked one on another the bottom of 
one container overhangs the side walls of the 
container therebeneath. In this manner, an up 
per container is prevented from falling into the 
one below it in the stack and causing not only 
disruption of the stack but damage to the con 
tents of the lower container. 
To insure further against any such occurrence, 

the end walls l6 are each provided with a hinged 
integral extension 26, which may be folded at 
right angles to the end walls, to provide a rela 
tively narrow platform at each end of the con 
tainer. As will be noted, these platforms are sup 
ported by the upper edges of the side walls. 
this position they constitute additional bearing 
surface at each end of the container for a super 
posed container in a stack. The platforms 26 
are secured in that position by a hinged ?ap 30 
integral with each platform and inserted in 
transversely aligned slots 33, 35 formed along the 
upper edges of the side walls l3. The platforms 
26 and flaps 30 are each of a length substantially 
equal to that of the bottom edge of the end walls 
so as to extend a substantial distance laterally 
in opposite directions beyond the upper edges of 
the side walls. It will be noted that when plat 
forms 26 are brought from the position shown in 
Fig. 2 to that shown in Fig. 1 wherein they rest 
upon the upper edges of the side walls and where 
in the ?aps 30 are held within slots 33, 35, a truss 
effect is obtained which contributes greatly to 
the vertical compressive strength at the vertical 
corners of the container. 
Hand holes 36 are formed in each of the end 

walls l6 by partially cutting a flap 38, left con 
nected to the end walls along the upper edge of 
holes. The hand holes 36 are positioned at a dis 
tance below the upper edges of the end walls such 
that when the ?ngers of one’s hand are extended 
through the holes, the hand will grip around the 

platforms 26. 
We claim: An open-top, ?berboard shipping container for 

bananas and like commodities, comprising a rec 
tangular bottom portion, inwardly inclined rec 

tangular longitudinal side walls integral with 
said bottom portion, a pair of end wall members 
having side edges inclined inwardly and upward 
ly, said bottom portion and said longitudinal side 
walls having inwardly turned ?aps on their end 
edges and said flaps being secured to the mar 
ginal portions of the said end walls to provide a 
container having a rectangular open top of sub 
stantially lesser area than the area of said rec 
tangular bottom portion, and integral extensions 
on the upper edges of said end walls bent in 
wardly to overlie the free upper edges of the lon 
gitudinal side walls in a plane parallel to the 
plane of the said bottom portion, said integral 
extensions extending laterally outwardly sub 
stantially beyond the upper ends of said side 
walls, the upper edges of said side walls being pro 
vided with downwardly-extending transversely 
aligned slots adjacent each end wall and said in 
tegral extensions having downwardly-extending 
integral ?aps received in said aligned slots of the 

side walls. PHILIP F. PAUL. 
LOUIS O’LEARY. 
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