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1 
This invention pertains to an improved con 

tainer for medicinal tablets or pills which is so 
designed as to be readily opened with either hand 
and which is provided with improved means for 
severing or dividing the tablets where it is de 
sired to administer a dose of one half a tablet or 
similar fractions thereof. 

It has been the usual practice in the past when 
administering a half tablet dose merely to break 
the tablet between the ?ngers or otherwise sever 
the same which results in inaccurate breakage 
and frequently in complete destruction of the 
tablet. Even where the tablets are scored across 
one diameter hand breakage frequently results in 
improper cleavage between the halves‘ of the 
tablet. , ' 

It is therefore the primary object of this in 
vention to provide a pill or tablet container which 
includes novel ‘means for cleanly severing a tablet 
in two equal halves or other fractions. 

Referring ‘to the drawing, 
Fig. l is ‘a perspective view showing the im 

proved container in full open position; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the improved con 

tainer partially closed with a tablet in position to 
be severed thereby; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the improved 
container in closed position subsequent to the 
division of a tablet and showing the severed por 
tion thereof outside of the closed container; and 

Fig. 4 is a cut-away section view showing an 
alternative embodiment of the cutting notch pro 
vided in one of the upstanding walls of the con 
tainer. 
In the drawings, the container which is prefer 

ably generally rectangular in shape and formed 
of a light easily worked metal, comprises a rec 
tangular bottom portion 6 with four upwardly 
extending walls and a cooperating rectangular 
top portion ‘I with four depending walls, the two 
portions being hingedly joined together in any 
well known fashion, as by pins or by registering 
studs and depressions at points 8 and 9 at their 
rearward extremities. Top ‘I is designed to make 
a reasonably close ?t over bottom 6. 

It will be noted that hinge points 8 and 9 are 
disposed at the upper rearward extremity of bot 
tom 6 adjacent its rear wall and are ‘disposed 
toward the lower rearward extremity of cover ‘I 
in such fashion that cover ‘I may be freely swung 
about the two hinge points. The rearward wall 
of cover ‘I behind the hinge line is preferably 
cut away at ‘I’ to allow this wall to pass the rear 
wall of bottom 6. The lateral depending walls III 
and I I of cover ‘I are preferably cut back slightly 
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2 
from the forward wall thereof to the hinge points 
to provide a slight angular inclination to the 
lower edges of walls In and III’ as shownat II’ 
in Fig. 3. ' 
The upwardly extending walls of bottom por 

tion 5 are preferably of the same height, and wall 
I2 of bottom portion 6 is provided with a prefer 
ably rectangular notch or cut I3 adjacent its 
forward extremity. Notch I3 is preferably of a 

i depth equal to approximately one half of the 
height of wall I2'and is preferably slightly greater 
in length than the diameter of the pills or tablets 
which are to be purveyed in the container. Notch 
I3 may be formed by stamping'or cutting or in 

'> any other appropriate‘fashion and is so posi 
tioned that upon swinging cover '1 about pivot 
points 8 and 9 to close the container the lower 
edge of wall II] of cover ‘I will engage the tablet 
and sweep across the outer surface of wall I2 
with a shearing action to cleanly sever a pill or 
tablet disposed or held therein as shown in Fig. 2. 
Such severance is facilitated if the tablets'are 
scored as at I8. 1 
Where the tablets are scored they'may be 

placed in notch I3 with the score line down, 
registering with the lower extremity of notch I3 
to hold the tablet ?rmly in notch I3. However, 
an unscored tablet may be placed in notch I3 
and held in proper position therein while the 
cover ‘I is closed to sever the tablet. . 
As shown in Fig. 2 of the drawing the depth 

of rectangular notch I3 is preferably slightly 
greater than the maximum thickness of the tab 
let designed to be severed therein. This prevents 
a too early contact between the lower edge of wall 
II) of cover ‘I and the anterior edge of the tablet, 
which contact might tend to unseat the tablet in 
notch I3. Further, as noted the notch I3 is posi- ' 
tioned closer to the front 6’ than to the rear of 
the bottom portion. 

Preferably the vertical edges I4 and I5 of notch 
I3 form a 90° angle with the bottom extremity 
thereof. However, walls I4 and I5 of notch I3 
may be inclined at obtuse angles to bottom edge 
I3’ thereof to facilitate insertion of tablets into 
notch I3. Further, where the tablets to be sev 
ered are rounded on their upper and lower sur 
faces the bottom edge I3’ of notch I3 may be 
curved to correspond, to the curvature of the ‘ 
tablets, as shown in Fig. 4. . 
_In utilizing the novel containerfor the sever 

. ing of a pill or tablet the container is preferably 
opened by applying pressure to the upper rear. 
ward extremity of cover ‘I. With cover ‘I in open 
position a tablet is extracted from the bottom " ‘V 
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portion 6 and is placed in a horizontal position in 
notch [3 with the lower edge of notch l3 disposed 
in the score line I8 of the tablet to maintain it 
?rmly in position therein. With the ?ngers of 
one hand maintaining the tablet properly in posi 
tion cover 1 is then forced downwardly until the 
lower edge 10’ of wall 10 contacts the tablet, at 
which time additional force is applied and the 
tablet is evenly sheared in half by the combined 
cutting action of the lower portion of wall l0 and 
the bottom edge of notch I3. The half portion of 
the tablet to be used falls outside of the closed 
container, as shown in Fig. 3, while the other half 
of the tablet falls inside of the container. Un 
necessary handling of either half of the tablet 
is thus avoided. ‘ 

Where an unscored tablet is to be severed it is 
placed in proper position in notch l3 and held 
therein until the lower edge 10' of wall 10 con 
tacts the anterior portion of the tablet, holding 
it ?rmly in place in notch 13. Additional down— 
ward pressure is then applied to cover '1 result 
ing in the severing of the tablet. If desired the 
notch [3 could be provided in the top ‘I, as in 
dicated in dotted lines at 1'’, instead of in the 
bottom 6. ~ 

some play should be provided at hinge points 
8 and 9 to facilitate passage of cover ‘I over bot 
tom 6. For example, if hinge pins are used the 
holes may be larger than the pins, or if a stud and 
corresponding dent are used, the dent may be 
considerably larger than the stud, to permit play 
therebetween. 
A stud I6 is provided in the forward wall of 

bottom 6 to register with a concave depression 
I‘! provided in the central forward wall of cover 
‘I to form a latch to maintain the box in closed 
position. 
The invention is susceptible to other embodi 

ments without departing from the spirit thereof. 
As before stated, the walls I 4 and 15 of notch 
13 may be inclined at obtuse angles to its bottom 
edge l3’ to facilitate insertion of tablets in notch 
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l3. Further, lower edge l3’ of notch I3 may be 
curved rather than rectilinear to ?t the curva 
ture of rounded tablets. 
The notch is preferably provided in one of the 

lateral walls of the container but it may be 
formed in the forward wall, if desired, without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 
Attention is directed to the following claim for 

a limitation of its scope. 
What is claimed is: 
In a container, a rectangular hollow bottom 

portion provided with vertical upstanding front, 
back and side walls, a rectangular hollow cover 
provided with downwardly depending front, back 
and side walls closely ?tting over the correspond 
ing walls of said bottom portion and ?xedly piv 
oted to said bottom portion by pins passing 
through the rearward extremities of the corre 
sponding side walls, the side walls of the cover 
being narrowed and upwardly curved rearward 
ly toward said hinge pin, one of said walls of said 
bottom portion having an elongated substan 
tially rectangular notch extending downwardly 
from its upper edge whereby the lower edge of 
one of the lateral walls of said cover will pass 
closely across said notch with a gradual shearing 
action as said cover is forced downwardly over 
said bottom portion. - - 
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