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This invention relates to -a feeler gauge and 
more particularly to a device for holding a pair 
of feeler stock strips. 

It is an object of this invention to produce a 
simply constructed device for holding two dif 
ferent sizes of feeler stock strips with the ends 
of the strips projecting in opposite directions so 
that the device may be employed in conjunction 
`with the feeler strips as a go and no-go gauge. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the device. 
Fig. 2 is a top elevation of the device. 
Fig. 3 is a section ̀ along the line 3_3 in Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view of an end portion 

of the device on an enlarged scale. 
Fig. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the 

device. 
Referring to the drawings and particularly to 

Fig. 1 there is illustrated the device of my inven 
tion which generally comprises a pair of sim 
ilarly shaped and oppositely positioned brackets 
IIJ and I2 which are employed for holding to 
gether two strips of feeler stock I4 and IB. As is 
shown more clearly in Fig. 5, each of the brackets 
I0 and I2 is formed from an elongate strap pref 
erably of a resilient material, such as spring steel. 
The straps lû and I2 `are bent adjacent each end 
thereof to provide end portions 2U which are sub 
stantially flat and offset from the plane of the 
central portion 22 of the straps. The end por 
tions 20 are integrally connected with the central 
portion 22 by shoulder portions I8. The central 
portion 22 is relatively long as compared to the 
end portions 20. 
Brackets I0 and I2 are arranged together, as 

is illustrated in Fig. 1, with their offset end por 
tions 20 overlying one another and with their 
central portions 22 spaced apart. A pair of co1 
lars 24 of rectangular shape encircles the portions 
22 of brackets I0 and I2. Collars 24 are some 
what shorter in height than the spacing between 
the central portions 22 of brackets IU and I2 so 
that the collars maintain the brackets in a bowed 
position. Collars 24 engage the portions 22 of 
brackets I0 and I2 rather snugly but are slidable 
longitudinally thereon from the dotted position 
to the full line position shown in Fig. 1. It will 
be observed that, when the brackets and collars 
are arranged in this position, the end portions 20 
of each bracket cooperate with the end portions 
of the other bracket to provide a pair of jaws at 
each end of the brackets for gripping the feeler 
stock strips I4 and I6. 
The feeler stock strips are arranged between 

brackets I0 vand I2 with the operative end 26 of 
strip I4 projecting outwardly beyond one end of 
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the brackets and the operative end 28 of feeler 
strip I6 projecting outwardly beyond the other 
end of the brackets. Brackets I0 and I2 are 
shorter in length than strips I4 and I6, and the 
opposite ends of said feeler strips are arranged 
to be engaged by the olîset ends 20 of the brackets 
so that, between each opposing set of offset ends 
20, there is arranged the extreme end of one feeler 
strip and the opposite operative end of the other 
feeler strip. 
With the above arrangement, it will be seen 

that two diiîerent sizes of feeler gauge stock may 
be inserted within the holder projecting from 
opposite ends thereof so that the device may be 
used as a go and a no-go gauge. The feeler strips 
will be selected such that one corresponds to the 
upper dimensional tolerance of the work piece 
being gaug-ed and the other the lower dimensional 
tolerance. With the collars 24 positioned at the 
center of brackets l0 and I2, the two strips of 
feeler stock may be inserted endwise between the 
offset ends of the brackets and arranged as illus 
trated in Fig. 1. Thereafter, the collars 24 may 
be shifted from the broken line to the full line 
position illustrated in Fig. 1 to ñex the central 
portions 22 of each bracket from the contour 
shown in broken lines in Fig. 1 to the contour 
shown in solid lines in Fig. 1. This serves to sub 
stantially increase the clamping pressure of the 
offset ends 20 against the engaged portions of 
the feeler strips and, in this manner, the feeler 
strips are securely but removably held by the 
brackets. The device may then be conveniently 
used by gauging the work piece with one feeler 
strip and then turning the device end for end 
and gauging with the other feeler strip. 
When it is desired to gauge a different dimen 

sion, the collars 24 are shifted back to the center 
position illustrated in Fig. l. This releases the 
clamping pressure between the end portions 2t 
and enables removal of the feeler strips i4- and 
I6 and replacement with another set of feeler 
strips of the desired thickness. 
The collars 24 are preferably tapered in a lon 

gitudinal direction as at 30 so that a substantial 
portion of the collar faces are in frictional con 
tact with the bowed brackets. 

I claim: 
1. A holder for feeler gauges comprising a pair 

of separate elongate metal straps of shorter length 
than the feeler gauges to be held thereby, each 
of said straps having free opposite ends, at least 
one of said straps being flexible and having each 
end thereof offset in the same direction from the 
plane of said strap to provide gripping members 
at opposite ends thereof, the portion of said last 
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mentioned strap between said gripping members 
comprising a resilient metal strip which is sub 
stantially ñat in the unstressed condition, said 
other strap also having a substantially flat cen 
tral portion when in the unstressed condition, 
said straps being juxtaposed with said oiïset end 
portions of said one strap overlying the free ends 
of the other strap and with the central portions 
of said straps .spaced apart, and _a pair of collars 
encircling said straps arid slidable longitudinally 
thereon, said collars being dimensioned to retain 
said strap with said offset ends in a position 
bowed inwardly in its central portion towards the 
other strap, said collars being shiftable on said 
strap toward the opposite ends thereof to vary 
the clamping pressure of said offset ends against 
the free ends of said other strap, thejuxtaposed 
free ends of said straps being separable to enable 
positioning a pair of feeler gauges between said 
straps with one gauge projecting outwardly from 
between one set of juxtaposed ends and the other 
feeler gauge projecting outwardly from between 
the other set 0f juxtaposed ends. 

2. The combination set forth in claim l wherein 
said strap with said oiî'set ends is formed of spring 
steel. 

3. A holder for fiat strip feeler gauges compris 
ing a pair of separate elongate ñexible strap 
members formed of resilient material, said strap 
members being substantially fiat when in the un 
stressed condition an'd- each having opposite free 
end portions offset from the plane of the strap 
vin the saine direction, said straps being of equal 
length and being' shorter than the feeler gauges 
which said holder is adapted to retain, said straps 
being juxtaposed with the offset free end por 
tions of one strap overlying the offset end por 
tions of the other strap and withv the central 
portions of said straps between said oiTset ends 
spaced apart outwardly of said end portions, and 
a pair of rectangularly shapedcollars slidably ar 
ranged on said straps, said collars having a width 
»corresponding to the wid-th of said straps and en 
circling said straps su'ch that the spaced apart 
portions of said straps are bowed inwardly to 
ward each other to produce a clamping pressure 
between the overlying free end portions of said 
straps, said collars being slidable towards the op 
posite ends of said straps to increase the clamp 
ing pressure between said overlying end portions, 
Athe juxtaposed free ends of- said straps being sep 
arable to enable positioning a pair of feeler gauges 
between said straps with one gauge projecting 
:outwardly from between one set of juxtaposed 
lends and the other feeler gauge projecting out 
wardly from between the other set of juxtaposed 
ends. 

4. A feeler gauge assemblyV comprising a pair 
of ieeler stock strips of» substantially equal length 
positioned one hat upon the other' with the end 
4of one strip overhanging the corresponding end 
of the other strip and with the opposite end of 
the last mentioned strip overhang‘ing' the corre 
sponding end of the iirst mentioned strip, a pair 
of hat elongate brackets on opposite sides or said 
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4 
pair of feeler stock strips, said brackets being of 
shorter length than said strips and being posi 
tioned such that their ends overlie overlapping 
portions of said pair of feeler stock strips, at 
least one of said brackets being resilient and hav 
ing each end thereof offset from the plane of said 
bracket in a direction toward said pair of feeler 
stock strips, said last mentioned bracket having 
its offset endVV portions engaging the exposed face 
of oneof said feeler stock_strips, the ends of said 
other bracket engaging the exposed face of the 
other feeler stock strip, and a pair of collars en 
circling said brackets, said collars having a di 
mension less than the distance between the 
central portions of said brackets when in the 
unstressed condition such that said collars re 
tain said bracket having said offset ends in a 
position bowed inwardly towards the other 
bracket and being slidable toward said offset ends 
to securely clamp said strips between said offset 
ends and said other bracket. 

5. A feeler gauge assembly comprising a pair 
of feeler stock strips positioned one upon the 
other, said strips being arranged with one end 
of each strip overhanging the opposite end of the 
other strip, a pair of brackets arranged on op 
posite sides of said pair of strips, said brackets 
being formed of a fiat resilient strap material and 
each having the opposite ends thereof offset to 
ward said strips of feeler stock, the portions of 
said brackets between said offset ends being 
spaced from said strips, and a pair of collars en 
circling said brackets, said collars having a di 
mension less than the distance between the 
central portions of said brackets when in the 
unstressed condition such that said collars main 
tain said brackets in a position bowed inwardly 
toward each other and being slidable on said 
brackets towards opposite ends thereof to se 
curely clamp the overlying portions of said strips 
between said offset ends. 

6. The combination set forth in claim 5 wherein 
said collars each deñnes a rectangularly shaped 
passageway, the opposite faces of said collars en 
gaging the fiat portions of s'aid brackets being in 
clined towards each other in a direction away 
from the offset ends of said brackets whereby 
said collars tend to establish coplanar engage 
ment with the inwardly bowed portions of said 
brackets. 
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