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This invention ‘has ‘broad reference to 'a cap 
adapted to be used in connection ‘with tubular 
containers, and especially vfor such containers 'as 
are used in ‘the dispensing of toothpaste “andyor 
shaving :cream. 
The ‘object of ‘the invention is v‘to provide ‘a 

simple, e?icient, durable, and economi'cally‘manu 
.Iactured cap which .can‘be readily screwed on to 
the end of a container, and is so constructed 
with a manipulaldle valve arrangement as to per- ' 
mit ‘the material ‘to ‘be ‘readily dispensed, and 
which eflic‘iently‘prevents-leakage of ‘the material 
when ‘the device is not in use, and in which the 
parts, when :not in ‘use, are latched in an inoper 
ative position. 
A further object is to provide ‘a simple and 

efficient device which may :be made of metal, 
molded plastic, or other material, and which is 
composed ‘of a minimum number of simple .co 
operative ‘elements, eiiectively operative and ca 
apableof being produced and assembled at a very 
low cost. 

vFurther and more speci?c objects, features and 
advantages will more clearly ‘appear from a con 
sideration of the detailed speci?cation herein 
after set forth, especially when taken in ‘connec 
‘tion ‘with v‘the accompanying drawings which .il 
lustrate a present preferred form which the in 
vention may assume and which form part of the 
speci?cation. 
In brief and general terms, the device com 

prises a cap of metal or molded material having 
a closed top and a threaded bore extending up 
from the bottom thereof. A valve passage is 
disposed transversely Within the cap body, and is 
connected with said threaded bore by a suitable 
passage. Within the valve passage is a slidable 
plug valve backed by a spring and having a stem 
projecting through an opening of the wall in the 
cap body. This valve stem is, in any suitable 
manner, pivotally connected to a manipulable 
operating lever which is L-shaped, having a base 
portion connected to the stem and an integral 
arm extending at right angles to the base, and 
adapted to be engaged by the ?nger of the oper 
ator. In the latched position of the parts, the 
base of the lever lies along the wall of the cap 
and the arm thereof lies along and against the 
top of the cap. In the operative position of the 
lever, the base thereof lies along the wall of the 
cap with the arm thereof extending outwardly 
from said wall and adapted to be depressed to 
move the valve to open the passage for material 
from the tube through the cap. 

( Cl. 

The preferred present form of the invention is 
‘ shown in the drawings, of which, 
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Fig. 1 is a vertical cross-section through the 
cap with the parts in their closed and latched 
positions; 

2 is a similar view showing the operating 
lever in its operative ‘position ready to be en 
gaged by the ?nger ‘of the ‘operator; 

Fig. -3 is a similar view showing the parts in 
position when the lever has been (depressed to 
permit discharge'of material; ‘and, 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of ‘the device with the 
partsin latched position. 
Referring now merely to the speci?c preferred 

form shown in the drawing, it will be seen that 
the invention includes a ‘cap ‘body portion I0 
which may be made :of any suitable material such 
as metal, or ‘may .be molded from plastic material. 
'Ilhis body portion is closed at the "top, but has a 
'central threaded bore H extending upwardly 
thereinto from ‘the 'bottom wall thereof. Also, 
:iormed ‘within the body portion ‘is a valve passage 
12 disposed near the ‘top ‘of the ‘body portion 10 
and extending at right angles to the bore H . This 
valve passage, as shown, opens into the wall of 
tire 'cap in the :?gures, and :a connecting passage 
it connects the more M ‘with the valve passage '1 2 
near the open end thereof. 

Slidable within the valve passage I2 is a plug 
valve I 4, back of which is disposed a compres 
sion spring l5 which tends normally to hold the 
plug valve in its left hand position in the pas 
sage I 2 with its front face I6 flush with a wall of 
the cap as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and in this 
position cutting o? the discharge of any material 
from the tube through the passage It. When' 
the valve is retracted to the position shown in 
Fig. 3, it at least partly uncovers the passage 13 
to permit discharge of material from the tube 
through the bore II, the passage I3 and out of 
the open end of the valve passage l2. 

In order to manipulate the valve, it is pro 
vided with a stem 51 which extends rearwardly 
through an opening IS in the wall of the cap. 
In order to operate the valve, this stem is con 
nected to an operating lever having a base por 
tion l9, and an arm portion 2|] integrally con 
nected thereto and forming an L-shaped lever. 
Preferably, the free end of the base portion I9 
is in the form of a yoke having spaced arms 2| 
and 22 apertured to receive a pin 23 passing 
through the apertures therein, and through a 
suitable aperture in the end of the stem IT. 
This pin 23 passes through the yoke arms of 
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the base portion l9 near their outer ends. It will 
be seen from a consideration of the drawings that 
this operating L-shaped lever may be disposed as 
shown in Fig. 1 with its base [9 lying along the 
Wall of the cap, and with its arm disposed along 
the top of the cap, and that in this position, the 
valve is closed and the parts are in a latched 
inoperative position. To move the parts into 
operative position, it is merely necessary to swing 
the lever from the position shown in Fig. 1 to the 
position shown in Fig. 2 in which position the 
base member is again disposed ?atly along the 
side wall of the cap, but in this position the arm 
portion 20, thereof extends outwardly at right 
angles to the wall of the cap of the base portion, 
in which position it may be manipulated by the 
?nger of the operator to be depressed or moved 
to the position shown in Fig. 3 which will cause 
the right hand motion of the stern I1 and the 
valve l4 to uncover the above mentioned passage 
against the resistance of the spring I5, and per— 
mits the discharge of material as above described. 

It will thus be seen that having provided the 
cap with suitably formed passages, the operating 
parts comprise four simple elements, namely; the 
valve and stem, the spring, the operating lever, 
and the connecting pin. The cap may be molded 
preferably of plastic or metal, and the other parts 
may be economically produced by mass produc— 
tion methods, and their assembling can be 
achieved with equal economy. The device there 
fore is extremely simple, composed of a minimum 
number of cooperating parts which can be latched 
in inoperative position, or movable to the opera 
tive position by the mere ?ip of the ?nger. 
While the invention has been described in de 

tail and shown with respect to the accompanying 
drawing, it is not to be limited to such details, 
since many changes and modi?cations may be 
made in the invention without departing from the 
spirit and scope thereof. Hence, it is desired to 
cover any and all forms and modi?cations of the 
invention which may come within the language 
and scope of the appended claim. 

I claim: 
In material dispenser for substitution in place 

of the cap of a collapsible container, a body hav 
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4 
ing a portion presenting a recess with wall for 
mations for coacting with inter-engaging forma 
tions on the container to hold the body on the 
container, the body having a valve passage termi 
nating at the surface of the body and formed 
with a material passage connecting the recess and 
the valve passage at positions well within the con 
?nes of the body, a valve member movably dis 
posed within the valve passage and constructed 
to simultaneously close the material passage and 

- the valve passage when the valve member is at 
one end of its path of movement with its end pro 
jected at least to the plane of said surface of the 
body at the discharge end of the valve passage, 
the valve member having a valve stem movable 
therewith, a coiled spring disposed around the 
valve stem between the valve member and a part 
of said body and. normally biasing the valve mem 
ber toward the aforesaid end of its path of move 
ment, and a valve operating handle substantially 
pivotally connected to the valve stem and ar 
ranged and constructed to ?t wholly snugly 
against the body of a non-projecting inoperative 
position when the handle is swung in one direc 
tion about its pivotal connection with the valve 
stem and to be held tightly against the body in 
projecting operative condition when the handle 
is swung in the reverse direction, the spring being 
in re-acting relation to the body to hold the han 
dle in either its non-projecting inoperative condi 
tion or its projecting operative position. 
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