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1 
My invention relates to improvements in com» 

partmented containers with particular reference 
to those designed for reception of the items which 
a woman customarily carries in her handbag, 
although not, of course, limited thereto. 
As is well known, the average woman carries a 

number of items regularly in her handbag and 
since she switches from one bag to another with 
costume changes, it is necessary to transfer items 
from one bag to another. This is a nuisance and 
not only that, but frequently a needed item, such 
as a lip-stick or keys will be overlooked when a 
transfer is made. - 

It is, therefore, a primary object of my present 
invention to provide a compartmented container 
in which regularly needed handbag contained 
items may be kept in orderly fashion so as to be 
readily available when needed, the container 
being of such size and con?guration as to be read 
ily receivable in diiferent sized handbags. 

Additionally, the invention contemplates a de 
vice for the purpose speci?ed which while pri 
marily intended as an insert for a woman’s hand 
bag, may be readily carried alone, the nature of 
the device being such that it will present an 
attractive appearance. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a compartmented container which will 
maintain its shape without necessitating its being 
made of ultra stiff material, such as would make 
for discomfort to the arm or side when carried, 
it being well known that the average woman cus 
tomarily carries her handbag under her arm. 

It is a further aim of the invention to provide 
a compartmented container for regularly used 
handbag items which‘ when inserted in a handbag 
of even minimum size will leave a space at one or 
both ends of the bag so as to provide, in effect, 
one or more compartments therein aside from 
compartments provided inv the compartmented 
unit, per se. This latter is of considerable 
advantage as it enables the woman to keep in 
orderly fashion items not in the compartmented 
container and thus reduce to a minimum the 
churning of or fumbling through contents of the 
bag in search for a particular item. 
The invention also resides in certain novel fea 

tures of construction, combination and arrange 
ment of the various parts, particularly as to unit 
carrying formations and especially those associ 
ated with a closure for assisting in maintaining 
the shape of a container when it is closed, 
whereby the container may be made of relatively 
?exible material and still maintain its shape. 

In accordance with the requirements of the 
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2 
patent statutes, the now preferred example of the 
invention has been illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings. However, it should be distinctly 
understood that the inventive concept is suscepti 
ble of many other mechanical expressions within 
the spirit and scope of the subject matter claimed 
hereinafter. 
In the drawings, wherein the same reference 

characters have been used to designate the same 
parts throughout the several views: 

Fig. i is a perspective view of a compartmented 
container embodying my invention and which, for 
example, may be inserted in a woman’s handbag 
or carried alone in lieu of a handbag; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the device show 
ing it opened to expose the item holders and item 
receiving compartments; 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 
3-3 of Fig. 1; 

1Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a handbag, the 
container embodying my invention being shown 
therein in broken lines; and 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5-5 
of Fig. l. ‘ 

Referring to the drawings by reference char— 
acters, the compartmented container 52 therein 
?lustrated is of rectangular form, although it 
may be otherwise shaped and has the end walls 
6, front wall 7, rear wall 8, and bottom wall 5. 
The front wall or the main portion thereof is 

illustrated as terminating at the fold line l0 
which. is closer to the bottom 5 than it is to the 
top. The front wall ‘i has an extension 9, in the 
form of a rectangular ?ap, which is adapted to 
fold down, as illustrated in Fig. 2, to a?ord ready 
access to the interior of the container. 

Fig. 2 also illustrates the front wall 1 as having 
minor extensions la at its ends only and extend 
ing the full height of the container. These front 
wall extensions ‘la not only provide reinforcement 
for the container adjacent each end, but also 
provide the front walls for end compartments Hi, 
I5, which will be dealt with later. The front wall 
extensions la may be and preferably are formed 
from a separate sheet from front wall 7. In such 
case they will be adhesively or otherwise secured 
to the overlapping ends of front wall ‘I. 

Fig. 3 shows that the front wall extension ?ap 
9 is of three ply formation and the rear wall 0 
is of two-ply formation. In respect to the front 
wall ?ap 9, this provides a bill compartment 38, 
while at the rear of the container its outer wall 
ply is separated from the inner-ply I2, to pro 
vide an envelope-like slot [3 running the full 
length of the back of the container for receiving 
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a passport, letters or the like. The inner rear 
wall ply I2 has the flap extension I2a adapted 
to extend approximately half way to the line of 
the front wall ‘I, la. Similarly, the rectangular 
front wall ?ap Q has an inwardly foldable clo 
sure ?ap 9a extending approximately half way 
toward the rear Wall 8 and having its edge 
adapted to lie flush with the free edge of the rear 
wall ?ap I2a. 
The closure ?aps I2a, 9a, therefore, when 

turned inwardly cover the open top of the con 
tainer and close the upper ends of the end com 
partments I4 and I5 heretofore referred to. 

Figs. 1, 2 and 3 show the outer surface of the 
front wall flap 9 as having secured thereto a sheet 
to providing a pocket 90: for sunglasses or the 
like. 
The end compartment I5 is adapted to receive 

a package of cigarettes, while the compartment 
it at the other end is particularly designed to 
hold a key purse or the like. In each instance, 
the end compartments I4, I5 are provided by a 
transverse partition or wall I6. running the full 
height and width of the container. These walls 
IE are secured to the minor front wall portions ‘Ia L 
and to the inner rear wall ply I2 in any preferred 
manner. 

In order to afford ready access to the. compart 
ments I4, I5, the walls It are V out at their upper 
ends, as indicated at I611, 50 as to provide ?nger 
notches or recesses. 
Spaced inwardly from the front wall 1, ‘la of 

the container is the longitudinally extending 
partition I9 which has secured thereto below its 
upper end the partition I8 so as. to provide a nar 
row comb receiving compartment 28 therebe 
tween. The space between partition I9 and the 
front wall portion 7 below the fold line II) of the 
front wall ?ap 9 is adapted to receive reading 
glasses, or some such item, this compartment or 
space being indicated by reference character 2|. 
The comb compartment-de?ning partitions I8, 

is may be of ?exible material formedv in a loop 
and ?attened out with the bight portions at their 
ends cemented or otherwise secured to the adja 
cent portion of the end partitions I6. 
Spaced inwardly of the rear comb compart 

ment-de?ning partition I 9, is a third partition 22 
running the full length of the space between the 
walls I8. The partition 22 may be conveniently 
secured at its ends to the transverse partitions 
56 by reverting said ends as indicated at 22a and 
cementing or otherwise securing the same to the 
adjacent portions of the transverse partitions I6. 
In the illustrated example of the invention, two 

cross partitions 23 disposed in spaced relationship 
to one another between the longitudinally ex 
tending partitions 22, I9 provide a small lip-stick 
receiving compartment 24, and on one side 
thereof a compartment 25 of rather considerable 
length which may receive items such as cards, 
ash box, mascara, or the like. 
Adjacent the remote cross-partition 23 of the 

lip-stick compartment 24, there is de?ned be 
tween the partitions I9, 22, a compartment 26 
for the reception of matches, cigarette lighter, or 
the like, the opposite end of this compartment 26, 
being de?ned, of course, by the adjacent parti 
tion Iii, which in the illustrated instance is the 
inner wall of the cigarette compartment I5. 
Rearwardly of the longitudinal partition 22v 

and between the same and the rear wall' ply I2 
is another longitudinal partition 2'! runningv the 
full length of the space. between cross partitions 
I6, and having its inturned ends 21a. secured to. 
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4 
cross partitions I6. This partition 21 provides 
an elongated compartment 28 at its forward side 
for the reception of a check-book, note book or 
the like, while between said partition 21 and the 
inner rear wall portion I2 is another long com 
partment 23, which may be conveniently used for 
the reception of a vanity case, powder box, or 
some other item. 

Previous mention has been made of the fact 
that the container may be carried; independently 
of a hang-bag, if desired‘. In carrying out this 
phase of the invention, I provide each of the end 
Walls with co-extensive integral bearing loops 30 
for receiving the bearing pin am of a strap 
carrying eye 3 I. A shoulder strap 32 is adapted 
to have its l'ooped terminals secured to said eyes 
so that the container can be conveniently carried 
suspended‘ from the shoulder in the manner 
popularized by the Woman's Auxiliary Services 
of the Armed Forces. 
Turning now to Fig. 2, it Will be noted that the 

inner surface‘ of the rear wall closure extension 
flap I 2a provides the elongated pencil receiving 
loop 34 adjacent its free edge; and inwardly 
thereof, the similar elongated loop 33 which may 
be conveniently availed of for the reception of a 
cigarette holder,. or some similar item. 

Similarly, the free edge of the companion 
closure. flap 90. has adjacent itsv free edge an 
elongated loop 35 which is. intended to receive 
a. fountain. pen. or analogous article. 

Although. any form ofv closure fastener may 
be availed of, I havev illustrated in the drawings 
a variety of friction fastener which takes the 
form of‘ spaced. tongues. 36 extending outwardly 
beyond the free edge of the front closure ?ap 
9a, to be frictionally received in U-shaped keep 
ers 31, carried by the companion closure flap 
I2a. The ?aps I2a, 9a, may, of course overlap, 
but for appearance sake, I prefer that the free 
edges of the closure ?aps. I2a, 9a, lie in flush en 
gagement when closed. 
The rectangular flap. or front wall extension 

9 has previously been referred to as. of three-ply 
construction, and the inner ply 9b~ has a longi 
tudinal split adapted to be closed by a convention 
al “zipper” 39, so as to provide access‘ to‘ the bill 
compartment 36', which is de?ned between the 
plys of‘ said flap 9. By providing the bill com 
partment in the rectangular front wall provided 
flap 9, the user may have ready access to her 
currency without fumbling about in any of the 
inner compartments of the device. 

Similarly, convenient access‘ may be had to 
change because. a. change purse 4c is also asso 
ciated with the outwardly swingable front wall 
flap 9, as indicatcdat 40. 
The change purse 40 will preferably be of 

fabric or other ?exible material as is- customary, 
and the inner portion of the change‘ purse may 
be disposed in the forward part of what has been 
referred to. as- the eye-glass compartment 2!, 
which is locatedinwardly of the front wall ‘I. 
_ The change purse 40 may be secured to. the 
inner surface of. the front wall 1 in any preferred 
manner and the mouth of the change purse is 
defined by duplicate stiffening member iii. of U 
shaped form, the- leg ends of which, are pivoted 
together, as indicated at 40a. The bight por 
tions of the mouth-carried stiffening members 
4I,._have the cooperating snaps 42 as usual for 
maintaining the change purse mouth closed. 
When the front wall carried flap 9 is. thrown 

upwardly to- closed position, as shown in Fig. 1, 
it, will be apparent that the leg portions. of the 
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stiffening members 4| of the purse 40 will lie 
?ush with the inner surfaces of the transverse 
partitions [6 which de?ne the fronts of the end 
compartments M, £5. Thus, the purse mouth 
de?ning stiffening members 4! tend to sustain 
the container against collapse in a longitudinal 
direction. This is an important feature in the 
event that the compartmented container is made 
of relatively ?exible material such as leather, 
fabric cord or the like. Of course, the partitions 
i8, i9, 22, 21 also cooperate in tending to prevent 
longitudinal collapse of the container when 
made of the somewhat ?exible material men 
tioned. 
Furthermore, when the container is closed and 

the closure ?aps 9a. 12a turned down, it will be 
evident that the elongated article receiving loops 
33, 34 and 35, carried thereby will have at least 
one end engage the inner surface of the proxi 
mate cross partition l6 to thereby aid in sustain 
ing the container against longitudinal collapse. 
The strap carrying eye provided loops 3|, 31a, 

at the ends 6 of the container, serve to prevent 
transverse collapse of the same adjacent its top, 
so that the entry openings of the various com 
partments will always be accessible. This is 
particularly important when the container is 
made of leather, fabric cord or other relatively 
?exible material. 
While on the subject of a preferred material 

for the device, it is believed to be apparent that 
material having some degree of ?exibility is ex 
tremely desirable in view of the fact that a hand 
bag is conventionally clutched as it were, be 
tween the arm and side of the user. If my com 
partmented container were made of wood or 
metal, it would be a very uncomfortable adjunct 
to a handbag by reason of rigidity, if not from 
relatively abrupt corners or ends which would 
dig into the ?esh. 
In Fig. 4 I have shown a conventional women’s 

handbag 50 having any conventional closure 5| 
for an opening of sufficient length to permit the 
insertion therethrough of a container 52 accord 
ing to the invention. Thus, a user of my con 
tainer may readily transfer a container from one 
handbag to another and have no fear of forget 
ting any essential item. It is to be noted that a 
container 52 is intended to be shorter than the 
length of the interior length of a bag 50 whereby 
to provide spaces 53 beyond each end of the con 
tainer for gloves or other accessories which nor 
mally would match the bag 50. When so posi 
tioned in a bag 50, the top closure-providing front 
and rear wall extensions 9a and I20, of container 
52 are adapted to be opened, as shown, and held 
open by frictional engagement with the overlying 
interior wall portions of the bag 50, as indicated 
in dotted lines in Fig. 4. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim is: 
1. A quick-change bag insert comprising a sub 

stantially rectangular body member formed of a 
?exible material, said body member consisting of 
end walls, a front wall, a rear wall and a bottom 
wall, transverse partitions spaced inwardly from 
each end of the end walls and de?ning compart 
ments adjacent the end walls, said front wall 
having a portion thereof foldable on a line below 
the mid-portion of said front wall, said front wall 
further having minor extensions at its ends and 
extending the full height of the insert, the said 
transverse partitions connecting the rear wall 
and the minor extensions, a plurality of longitu 
dinally spaced partitions extending between and 
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affixed to the inner sides of the transverse par~ 
titions, the rear wall comprising a two-ply forma 
tion to form a pocket on said wall, said rear wall 
formed at its upper portion into a closure ?ap, 
said front wall comprising a three-ply formation 
to form pockets on the said front wall, the front 
wall formed at its upper portion with a closure 
?ap, said front closure ?ap being provided with 
an article-receiving portion on its inner under 
surface, said portion adapted to contact the in 
ner sides of the transverse partitions when the 
closure ?ap is moved to closed position to there 
by sustain the insert against longitudinal col 
lapse. 

2. In a compartmented container primarily in 
tended as an insert for a woman’s various hand 
bags, said container being open at the top and 
having front, side, back and bottom wall mem 
bers, the front wall being U-shaped and the legs 
and bight portion of said front wall de?ning a 
gap exposing the container interior, all of said 
walls being of relatively light ?exible material, 
so as to yield and not bulge out or deform the 
handbag into which the container is inserted, a 
?exible transverse partition spaced inwardly from 
each end wall and coextensive in height with the 
latter, said transverse partitions connected to 
said back wall and to the gap de?ning legs of 
said front wall whereby to cooperate with said 
end walls and proximate front and back wall por 
tions in the provision of box-form reinforce 
ments at each end of the container, which box 
form reinforcements are calculated to resist 
transverse collapse of the container at its ends; 
the combination of a gap closing ?ap member 
carried by the front wall bight and leg portions 
and overlapping the latter, receptacle-de?ning 
means secured to the inner face of said gap clos 
ing ?ap member, and terminating short of the 
ends thereof, said receptacle de?ning means hav 
ing substantially rigidly connected end reinforce 
ments which are themselves substantially rigid, 
and said respective end reinforcements being 
aligned with the opposed surfaces of the trans 
verse partitions which are embodied in said box 
form end reinforcements of the container, so as to 
engage said partition surfaces when the gap clos 
ing flap member is closed to resist longitudinal 
collapse of the container. 

3. In a compartmented container primarily in 
tended as an insert for a woman’s various hand 
bags, said container being open at the top and 
having front, side, back and bottom wall mem 
bers, the front wall being U-shaped and the legs 
and bight portion of said front wall de?ning an 
opened topped gap exposing the container in 
terior, all of said walls being of relatively light 
?exible material, so as to yield and not bulge 
out or deform the handbag into which the con 
tainer is inserted, a ?exible transverse partition 
spaced inwardly from each end wall and coex 
tensive in height with the latter, said transverse 
partitions connected to said back wall and to the 
gap de?ning legs of said front wall whereby to 
cooperate with said end walls and proximate 
front and back wall portions in the provision of 
box-form reinforcements at each end of the con 
tainer, which box-form reinforcements are cal 
culated to resist transverse collapse of the con 
tainer at its ends; the combination of a gap clos 
ing ?ap member carried by the front wall bight 
and leg portions and overlapping the latter, a 
change purse secured to the inner face of said 
gap closing flap member and having its ends ter 
minating short of the ends of said ?ap member, 



2185133630?‘ 

said change: purse’ having invented; Uriorm 
mouth-de?ning frame members;v the; legs; 02 said. 
frame members. de?ning‘ the; ends of. the; purse; 
and1 being aligned; with; the opposed surfaces; of 
the. transverse partitions which are; embodied: in 
said. box-form end reinforcements of the; can' 
tainer, so that said‘ frame member legs; engage 
said partition surfaces: when’ the. gap: closing ?ap 
member: is closed to‘ resistlongitud'inalcoliapse of 
the, container. 

CAROLINE: MY'I‘INGER; 
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