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1 

This invention relates to ironing boards and 
is particularly intended to combine the ironing 
board with a bench. 
The primary object of the invention is to com 

bine an ironing board with a bench wherein the 
ironing board can be raised to ironing position 
of any height. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a storage place for the ironing board while not 
in use, and providing a bench representing a 
piece of furniture. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a bench whose top can be raised to any 
desired height, providing a seat for children at 
the table and the like. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a bench that can be used instead of a step lad 
der while reaching high places within the home. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

means within the combination ironing board and 
bench for the storage of irons and other imple 
ments used in connection with ironing. 
These and other incidental objects will be ap 

parent in the drawings, speci?cation and claim. 
Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 illustrates my new and improved iron 

ing board and bench as it would appear while be 
ing used in the form of a bench. 

Figure 2 illustrates my new and improved com 
bination ironing board and bench in raised po 
sition as it would be used as an ironing board. 
Figure 3 is a longitudinal sectional view, taken 

of Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is another preferred form of locking 

mechanism for holding the ironing board in 
raised position. 

Figure 5 is a longitudinal sectional view of Fig 
ure 2. 

Figure 6 is an end sectional view taken on line 
?—6 of Figure 5. 
Figure '7 is a transverse sectional view taken 

on line ‘I-—‘I of Figure 3. 
Figure 8 is a fragmentary perspective detail 

View looking into the end of the ironing board, 
showing the auxiliary board in retracted posi 
tion. 

Referring more speci?cally to the drawings: 
My new and improved combination ironing 

board and bench consists of a cabinet I, having 
a rear wall 2 and end walls 3 with a partial front 
wall 4, the said front wall being cut away as 
indicated in the drawings at 5. The top of the 
bench or ironing board is indicated by numeral 
6. Extending downwardly from this board are 
end members or leg panels ‘I. Directly under 
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2 
the ironing board 6 is a compartment 8, hav 
ing a bottom 9. The end leg panels ‘I are braced 
by the brackets III to the bottom 9, as best indi 
cated in Figure 5. Located within the compart 
ment 8 is an auxiliary ironing board II, the op 
eration of which will be described later. 

I will- now describe how my ironing board is 
brought into ironing position. The operator 
grasps the ends I2 of the ironing board or top 
of the bench 6 and raises the same from the 
position shown in Figure l to the position shown 
in Figure 2. The same is supported at any de 
sired height by the pawls I3 in the following 
manner. 
The pawls I3 are pivotally journalled to the 

upper part of the legs ‘I by the brackets I4, the 
brackets I 4 being secured to the legs. The lower 
end of the pawls engage the notches, I5 formed 
in the cross members I6 within the cabinet I. 
The paw1 is forced to engage these notches by 
the action of the coil springs I'I, best illustrated 
in Figure 6. The pawls are preferably of full 
width of the cabinet as shown in Figures 4, 6 
and '7, so that they will rigidly support the iron 
ing board 6 while in ironing position. 
A hand lever I8 is formed on the upper end 

of the pawl and extends out through the open 
ing I9 so that the operator can grasp this lever, 
disconnecting the pawl from the notches I5 
against the tension of the spring I'I, permitting 
the board to be lowered either completely or 
moved to a lower or higher position. 
When the board 6 has been raised for ironing, 

the auxiliary board II can be extended out 
through the opening 20 at one end of the com 
partment 8, as best illustrated in Figures 2 and 
5. Supporting rails 2| are ?xedly secured to the 
underside of the board II and extend into the 
compartment 8 as indicated at 22. When the 
board is‘ to be extended out through the open 
ing 20, a locking bar 23 is withdrawn to the 
broken line position as indicated in Figure 6 al 
lowing the rails 2| to clear the notch 25 and the 
end 26 of the bar, until the board has been ex 
tended its full distance when the shoulder 21 
of the rails contact the locking bar limiting the 
further extension of the board II. The operator 
then pushes the locking bar 23 to the position 
shown in Figure 6, which raises the rails 2| and 
the board II to the position shown in Figure 5, 
supporting the same while the ironing takes 
place. 
The locking bar 23 is withdrawn to the broken 

line position, or to the position permitting the ex 
tension or retraction of the board II through 
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the opening 28 by means of the ?nger hole 29 in 
the bar into which the operator inserts his ?nger. 

I have provided storage shelves 30 and 3| where 
the iron can be stored while not ironing, pre 
venting the iron from being accidentally knocked 
on the floor, which is a common accident now 
experienced with regular ironing boards. 
My new and improved ironing board and bench 

combination can be used as a piece of furniture 
in the form of a bench, as illustrated in Figure 
1, or it can be used as an ironing board as illus- .‘ 
trated in Figure 2. It can also belused lfonchil 
dren to sit on in place of a high chair, "due to 
its adjustability. In this case the auxiliary board 
would not be extended. It nan-?rrth'er housed 
in place of a step ladder in getting up-to‘hig-h 
places within the home, giving plenty of room to 
be able to move about in performing operations _ 
which would ordinarily require a step ladder; 
What I claim is: 
A bench~,rcornprising ahollow-‘base-open' at the 

front, vertically-disposed, spaced~apart cross 
members extending’ from the front wall to the 
rear-wallet the base, the zcrossemembers being 
spaced from‘the endwallsof‘thebase, and'hav 
ing a series of teeth- on their " outer surfaces, a 
telescopic upper portion ‘including a top, and cie~ 
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pending leg panels which ?t in-the hollow base 
between the end walls thereof and the cross 
members, wire frames pivotally mounted on the 
inside of the depending leg panels of the upper 
portion, the upper ends of the frames having 
bent portions to form handles, the handles ex~ 
tending through openings formed in the depend 
ing leg panels of'the upper portion, the lower ends 
of the wire frames engaging the teeth on the 
cross-members to adjustably support the upper 

‘ portion, and springs between the wire frames and 
.the depending leg panels of the upper portion 

25. 

to. normally swing the lower ends of the wire 
frames in direction of the teeth. 

' _ " JOHN F. ROBERTS. 
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