
2,645,381 July 14, 1953 c. w. LATTMAN 
é‘oRTABLE DISPENSING TANK 

‘Filed March 8, 1948 

an». 

E1 I:I—_ B . - ' INVENTOR. 

é/mmfs M £4 
7 7:14 N 



Patented July 14, 1953 2,645,381 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,645,381 

PORTABLE DISPENSING‘ TANK 

Charles W. Lattman, Oakland, Calif. 

‘Application March 8, 1948, Serial N 0. 13,540 

1 Claim. (ClQ222-189) 

This invention relates to portable‘containers 
and more particularly torthose designed for ‘the 
dispensing of liquids such as gasoline. Con 
tainers of this general description are usually 
little more than closed metallic receptacles pro 
vided with one or more openings closed by screw 
threaded caps for facilitating ?lling ‘and dis 
‘pensing of the liquid. In containers of this class 
‘which are intended for gasoline a wire mesh 
strainer is frequently provided in the opening 
itself or disposed across the mouth of a funnel 
ordinarily held within the container opening by 
the screw cap. 
Gasoline containers of a well known type in; 

clude a spout in addition to ‘the ?lling opening 
and a more elaborate container of this descrip 
tion includes a hinged. :cap which is spring actu 
ated to seal the spout aperture but may be man-‘ 
ually released to e?ect dispensing of the liquid. 
In the use of containers designed as described 

for ?lling portable gasoline stoves, outboard mo 
tor tanks, etc. it is frequently very diiiicult to 
accomplish the ?lling operation without spilling 
gasoline over the receptacle thereby increasing 
the ?re hazard. Also the opening of such re 
ceptacles is frequently smaller than the discharge 
opening of ‘the ‘container thereby making more 
or less spilling inevitable. Also in ?lling the 
gasoline stoves of cabin cruisers ‘and in replen 
ishing the gasoline ‘tanks of outboard motors . 
the ?lling operation is .‘frequently performed 
while the craft is rolling or pitching so that the 
danger of spilling and the attendant ?re haz 
ard is aggravated. 
To overcome the foregoing and other disad- .. 

vantages of prior art portable containers I have 
provided by this invention a container which is 
safe, e?icient and comparatively inexpensive. 
Therefore, it is a primary object of this inven 
tion to provide a portable container of the class 
described which is pressure-operated as distin 
guished from the gravity-operated containers 
commonly employed. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a pressure-operated container having a relative- } .' 
ly small discharge nozzle, the liquid delivery 
therethrough being at least equal to the larger, 
gravity-fed apertures by virtue of the pressure’ 
within the tank. 
A further object is to provide a pressure-op 

erated container having readily accessible and ' 
easily removable closures for facilitating clean 
ing of the tank and its component parts. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide in a pressure-operated container a unique 
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nozzle retention means for preventing, the accu 
mulation of dirt and foreign matter therein. 
The invention possesses other objects; and-fea 

tures of advantage, some‘ of which, with the fore; 
going, will be set forth in the following descrip 
tion of the preferred form of the drawing ac 
companying and forming part of the speci?ca 
tion. It is to be understood, however, that vari 
ations in the showing made by the said drawings 
and description may be adopted within the scope 
of the invention as ‘set forth in the claim. 
Figure 1 is a sectional view taken vertically 

through my improved container; . 
Figure 2' is an enlarged, sectional view of the 

discharge pipe assembly’; and‘ V 
Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view of the 

connection between‘ the ?exible hose and the 
nozzle. ' 

Referring now to Figure 1 the container gen-' 
erally designated l includes side walls 2, 3, a top 
4, and an inset, conical bottom wall 5, which is 
preferably welded to the side walls 2, 3, at the 
marginal portions 6, and centrally provided with 
a threaded aperture‘! and drain plug 8 therein. 
Although a cylindrical form of tank is the most 
economical, it will be understood that the cross 
sectional contour of the tank may vary with the 
requirements of use; . ' 

In the top 4 and opposite the drain opening 
1 is provided a ?lling opening 9 with a threaded 
and ‘?anged reinforcing ring Ill integrally united 
thereto as by welding. A threaded cap H hav 
ing a peripherally ‘?anged portion and a carrying 
handle l2 serves to close the opening 9 and seal 
the same by virtue of lead gasket l3 which is dis 
posed between the opposed ?ange portions as 
shown in Figure l. 
A manually operated pump M of any suitable 

design extends through a suitable opening in the 
top 4 with its outer casing united thereto in any ‘. 
desired ?uid-tight manner. The» pump handle 15 
is conveniently operated from above the top» of 
the container as will be apparent. 
A discharge assembly shown generally at [8 

includes a cock I‘! the body of which is prefer 
ably integrally formed to include a lateral mount 
ing plate l8 secured to the top 4 by means of 
screws l9 extending therethrough and rendered 
?uid and‘gas tight by means of the lead gasket 
20 disposed therebetween. A centrally apertured 
projection of the cock I? extends through an 
opening 22 provided in the top 4 and threadedly 
receives a tube 23 of suitable material which is of 
such length as to almost reach the top of the 
conical bottom wall 5. The lower end of tube 23 



‘ been completely ?lled with gasoline or not. 
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is threaded to receive bushing 24 which also 
maintains in abutting relationship the T connec 
tion 25 having the ingress openings 26 and 21 
retaining the centrally apertured screening plugs 
28 and 29, respectively. Disks 30 of fine Wire 
mesh may be united to the inner ends of plugs 
28 and 29 as by soldering, for example. 

It will be observed that the central aperture of 
cock I‘! extends upwardly and laterally and ter 
minates in a threaded opening 3| receiving a 
similarly threaded ?tting 32. The latter in turn 
has one end externally threaded to receive the 
terminal bushing 33 of discharge hose 34 which 
is preferably made of a ?exible material which is 
resistant to the deleterious action of gasoline. 
To further insure the delivery of only clean 
gasoline to the nozzle 36 which is suitably con’, 
nected to the outer end of hose 34, a mesh strainer 
35 is interposed between such end 34 and nozzle 1 

A handle 31 conven 
closed position 

36, as shown in Figure 3. 
_iently operates the cock to open or 
as desired. . r 

. .To the side wall 3 of the container is attached 
a pair of spaced, offset brackets 39 and 40 in 

' tegrally united to the wall as by welding at 4| 
and 42, respectively and constitute a convenient 
hanger for the hose to encircle in supporting 
relationship as will be apparent. 
A bleedercock 43"mounted in the top 4 in any 

suitable manner is provided with an elongated, ‘1 
corrugated extension 44 . over which is tightly 
?tted a short tubular member 45 made of a suit 
ably fabric-reinforced synthetic rubber. 
lar member 45 serves as a retainer for the inserted 
end of the nozzle 36 when the latter is not in use 
and prevents the entrance of dirt and other for 
eign matter therein. 7 ' 

The operation of my improved dispensing tank 
"is as follows. After the tank has been ?lled 
through the opening 9 the cap H is replaced 
and screwed down tightly upon the lead gasket 
[3 through manipulation of handle I2. ' The 
pump handle'ls is then operated for a sufficient 
number of strokes toproduce the desired pres 
sure depending of course on whether the tank has 

The 
hose nozzle is then withdrawn from the tubular 
member 45, the hose 34 uncoiled from about the 
,bracketsp39, 40 and the nozzle inserted into; the 
opening of the tank or other receptacle to be 
?lled and the cock handle 3'! turned to permit 
the flow of gasoline. The latter will continue 
‘untiladditional air pressure, above the level of 
gasoline in the tank is required, the resulting 
condition being easily corrected through further ; 

4 
pumping to the extent desired. The bleeder cock 
43 is useful for relieving the air pressure in the 
tank at any time without emptying the gasoline 
therefrom as when a period of nonuse is con 
templated. It also serves as a means for ready 
attachment to an air supply such as is found at 
?lling stations when operation of pump l4 then 
becomes unnecessary. 

I claim: 
A portable dispensing container for liquid com 

prising a substantially cylindrical body portion 
__having a top Wall and a centrally depressed, 

‘ threadedly-apertured bottom wall, means en 
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gageable in said aperture for normally closing 
said container, means in said top wall forming 
a ?ller opening, a ?ller cap mounted in said open 
ing, a manually operated pump mounted on said 
top wall and entering said container for a dis 
tance whereby the lower end thereof is normally 
above the liquidlevel and arranged on actuation 
thereof to create a pressure on the upper surface 
of the liquid in the container, said pump being 
positioned so that substantially all but the handle 

'thereof is disposed within said container, a 
bleeder cock mounted on said top wall and above 
the maximum upper level of the liquid, said cock 
including a resilient extension member having an 
aperture therein, a delivery cock also mounted on 
the top wall and having a delivery tube extending 
downwardly into said tank to a point just above 
theupper extremity of said bottom wall, a ?exible 
delivery hose connected to said delivery cock 
externally of said container, a nozzle releasably 
connected to said hose and having a strainer 
interposed therebetween, said nozzle being at 
ta'chable ‘to and detachable from said bleeder 
cock extension for protecting said nozzle from 
the ingress of foreign matter when said container 
is‘ not in use. 

CHARLES W. LATTMAN. 
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