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This invention relates to a combined ?ashlight 
and key container, the open-ended hollow body 
having a cap’ providing access to the key at 
taching means while functioning as means to 
retain components of the ?ashlight in proper op 
erative position. 
A primary object of the invention is to pro 

vide a combination ?ashlight and key container 
wherein certain elements cooperate in a novel 
manner and wherein all the elements cooperate 
to provide an extremely useful device. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a combination article wherein the key accom 
modating elements are such that keys of dif 
ferent sizes and shapes may be used with the 
device. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a novel latch means for the cover closing the 
open end of the hollow body of the device. 

Still another object of this invention is to 
provide a highly utilitarian and novel combina 
tion dry cell holder and switch which is especially 
well adapted for devices of this general char 
acter. 
General objects of the invention include, the 

provision of means whereby the keys may be 
conveniently exposed, one at a time, to provide 
means whereby a considerable number of keys 
can be conveniently carried in an attractive 
container of no great bulk, and to provide means 
whereby a light can be made to shine on the 
key hole at the instant when the key is being 
inserted. ' 

A last object to be mentioned speci?cally is 
to provide a device of this character which is 
relatively inexpensive and practicable to manu 
facture, which is simple, safe and convenient 
to use, and will give generally efficient and dur 
able service. 
With these objects de?nitely in view, this in 

vention resides in certain novel construction, 
combination and arrangement of elements and 
portions as will be hereinafter described in de 
tail in the speci?cation, particularly pointed out 
in the appended claims, and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings which form a material 
part of this application, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a view, in perspective, of the as 
sembled device; 

Figure 2 is a vertical longitudinal sectional 
view, taken substantially on the line 2-—2 in 
Figure 3; 

Figure 3 is a horizontal sectional view taken‘ 
substantially on the line 3—-3 in Figure 2; 
Figures 4 and 5 are vertical cross sectional 

views taken on thelines 4-4 and 5-5,vrespec 
tively, in Figure 2; 
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Figure 6 is a view, in perspective, of the cross 

head slide; and . 
Figure 7 is a view, in perspective, of the com 

bination dry cell holder and switch. 
Similar characters of reference designate simi 

lar or identical elements and portions through 
out the speci?cation and throughout the dif 
ferent views in the drawings. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, this 

invention includes an elongated hollow body It, 
having an open end H which is closed by'a cap 
M. This cap has a ?ange it which slides within 
the said open end 12, to abut a shoulder l8 
formed in the body [0 adjacent to said open 
end. Small plungers or latch bolts 29 are axially 
slidably mounted in opposed bores 22 provided 
in opposite side portions of the ?ange l6, and 
‘recesses 24 are provided in correspondingly po 
sitioned parts of the end [2 of the body, so that 
when said latch bolts 2!] are moved outwardly, 
the cap I4 is held in place. An elongated spring 
connector 26 has its central portion wound at 
least once around a cylindrical member ‘28 
mounted for rotative oscillation in a central por 
tion of the cap l4. The outer end of the mem 
ber 28 is formed with a head 30 having a screw 
driver slot therein so that the member 28 can 
be oscillated to pull the spring connectors 26 and 
the latch bolts 20 so as to release the cap l4, 
the resiliency of the spring connectors 26 being 
depended upon to urge the said latch bolts 28 
outwardly into locking position, as indicated in 
Figure 3. The spring connector 26 is terminally 
secured to the latch bolts 28 in any suitable 
manner, as indicated in Figure 4, the particular 
mode of attachment illustrated comprising the 
insertion of end portions of the spring connec 
tor through transverse bores in the latch bolts 
20 and the bending of the extreme ends of th 
spring connectors as illustrated. ' 
The end of the body l0 remote from the cap 

[4 is provided with a plurality of transverse 

parallel slots 32 to admit a plurality of keys A plurality of crosshead slides, generally indi 

cated at 36, in Figure 6, are provided and each 
slide 36 is provided-with an element including 
a hook 38 to engage a key and a shank 4E! ex 
tending through a reduced waist portion 42 of 
the corresponding slide 36. It should be care 
fully noted that the shank 40, although threaded, 
is of non-circular shape and the bore provided 
therefor in the waist portion 42 is of similar non 
circular shape, so that relative rotation between 
these elements is prevented. The enlarged up 
per and lower portions of the slides 44 and 46 
respectively carry the shoes 48 and 50 which 
slide in channels 55 and 58, respectively,_pro~ 
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vided in opposed relation in side walls of the body 
It, it being noted that a slot 52 is formed in that 
side of the slide 36 adjacent to the transverse 
slots 32, this slot 52 being adapted to receive the 
corresponding end of a key 34, and it should be 
further noted that a nut 54 is threaded on the 
shank 40 so that the hook 38 can be withdrawn 
in order to hold the key 31% with a portion-thereof 
within theslot 52. Finally, in this connection, 
the channels 56 should be considered portions of 
longitudinal slots 82 extending through the cor 
responding side wall of the body it to accom 
modate the button 68 provided on each slide'36, 
the button 60 allowing the slide, vwith the key 
34 mounted thereon to be pushed, as indicated 
at 64 in Figure 1, in one direction so ‘that the 
corresponding key 34 is exposed at the end of the 
body l6. 
A hollow enlargement or chamber 66 is formed 

integral with that side wall of the body it! remote 
from the side wall having the slots 62 therein, 
and a small aperture 68 is formed-in the end 
wall of this chamber 66. The chamber 66 ac 
commodates a ?ashlight, including a small elec 
tric lamp 70 inserted in a stepped recess 12 com 
municating with the aperture 66, the larger por 
tion of this stepped recess accommodating the 
screw base ‘14 of a conventional ?ashlight lamp 
10. A dry cell 16 is urged by a spiral spring ‘l5 
into engagement with the center contact ‘ll of 
the lamp l0, and it will be noted that the cap 
[4 has a seat ‘I8 formed therein for the spring 
15, this spring being compressedbetween that 
portion of the cap 14 comprising the seat 78 and 
the end of the dry cell remote from the lamp .10. 
,In this construction it is important that the dry 
cell 16 be reasonably rigidly held, and this is 
accomplished by a portion or’ the combination 
dry cell holder and switch indicated generally 
by the numeral ‘[9 and best illustrated in Figure 
-7. A sleeve 86 fits snugly upon an intermediate 
portion of the dry cell 16. The sleeve is secured 
to an intermediate portion or a plate 82 which 
is elongated and which extends along the cham 
ber 66, and an o?set portion 84 of the plate 82 
engages another portion of the dry cell 78. It 
will be understood that the dry cell has a center 
terminal 85 contacting the center terminal '16 of 
the lamp. Furthermore, the body ill will or 
dinarily be constructed of non-conductive ma 
terial and the sleeve 86 is in conductive engage 
ment with the zinc casing of the ?ashlight dry 
cell 16. A switch button 86 is rigidly secured 
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by any suitable means to a portion of the plate ' 
82 extending toward the lamp 16, and this switch 
button extends through an aperture 81 in the 
chamber 66, so that upon pressure of the thumb 
or ?nger applied to the switch button 86 the 
spring contact '88 is engaged with the screw 
vbase 14 of the lamp 10, completing the electrical 
circuit through the contacts ‘H and 85, the 
lamp 10, the plate 82 and the sleeve ‘80, so that 
light from the lamp 10 will shine through the 
aperture 68. 
The operation of this invention will be clearly 

understood from a consideration of the fore 
going description and the mechanical details 
throughouhtaken in connection with the‘ above 
recited objects and the drawings. Furtherde~ 
soription wouldappear to be unnecessary. 

It will be understood that minor variations 
fromthe disclosed embodiment maybe-resorted 
‘to without departure from the spirit and scope 
of this invention. 
Having described the invention,- what is ‘claimed 
new is: 
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1. An elongated hollow body having a closed 
end with parallel transverse slots therein and an 
open end opposite to the closed end, a cap com 
prising a closure for the open end, said body 
having a ?rst side wall with parallel longitudinal 
slots therein, the transverse and longitudinal 
slots being equal in number and arranged so 
that the axis of each transverse slot is coplanar 
with the axis of a longitudinal s10t,‘said body 
including a second side wall opposite said ?rst 
side wall and having channels parallel to said 
vlongitudinal slots, opposing channels comprising 
enlarged inner portions of said longitudinal slots, 
crosshead slides operatively mounted in said 
channels, said slides having reduced waist por 
tions, said waist portions having bores of non 
circularlcross sectional shape extending there 
through parallel to said longitudinal slots, shanks 
of corresponding non-circular cross ‘sectional 
shape non-rotatively extending through said 
bores, key engaging hooks on the ends of said 
"shanks adjacent said transverse slots, the outer 
ends of said shanks being threaded, nuts on the 
threaded ends, buttons on said slides and ex 
tending through said longitudinal slots to facili 
tate manual operation of the slides. 

2. Anelongated hollow body having a closed 
end with parallel transverse slots therein and 
an open end opposite to the closed end, a cap 
comprising av closure for the open end, said body 
having a ?rst side wall with parallel longitu 
dinal slots therein, the transverse and longitu 
dinal slots-being equal in number and arranged 
so that the axis of each transverse slot is coplanar 
with the axis of a longitudinal slot, said body 
including a second side wall opposite said ?rst 
side wall and having-channels parallel to said 
longitudinal slots opposing channels comprising 
enlarged inner portions of said longitudinal slots, 
crosshead slides operatively mounted in said 
channels, said slides having reduced waist por 
tions, said waist portions having bores of non 
circular cross sectional shape extending there 
through parallel to-said longitudinal slots, shanks 
of corresponding non-‘circular cross sectional 
shape non-rotatively extending through said 
bores, key engaging hooks on the ends of‘ said 
shanks adjacent-‘said transverse slots, the outer 
ends of said shanks being threaded, nuts on the 
threaded ends,'buttons on said slides andextend 
ing through said longitudinal slots to facilitate 
manual operation of the slides, said cap including 
locking means-therein detachably securing said 
cap to said hollowbody, said locking means com 
prisingr a shaft-rotatably mounted in said cap, 
longitudinal slots and channels opening into said 
cap, said cap constituting stop for said slides. 
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