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The present ‘invention relates broadly to games, 
and in its speci?c phases ‘to a new and improved 
pack of cards for playing the well known and 
popular game of “Canasta.” . 
‘The game of “Canasta” as it is played today, 

involves the use of two decks of bridge cards 
plus four jokers, and the back designs of the .two 
decks are Often different. ~So vfar as the faces 
of the cards are concerned, the complete set or 
pack includes two suits of spades, two of hearts, 
two of diamonds, and two of clubs, the cards of 
each suit ranging from deuce to ace, with the 
“spot cards” (2 to 10) bearing red and black suit 
pips consisting of pictoria1 representations of 
spades, hearts, diamonds, and clubs. Then too 
the face cards are often printed in multi-color. 
Thus, in order to produce a complete set of the 
currently used cards for playing “Canasta,” a 
large number of printing plates are required and 
obviously the larger the number of plates the 
greater the cost of production and consequent 
cost to the ultimate purchaser. Moreover, it is 
not necessary in playing the game that the cards 
be spades, hearts, diamonds and clubs, but rather 
the key to the game for indicating the difference 
between clean and mixed “canastas” and between 
the threes, is the color or colors of the player’s 
cards. It was a recognition of the shortcomings 
and printing di?iculties of the prior art which 
led to the conception and development of the 
present invention. 
Accordingly among the objects of the present 

invention is the provision of a new and improved 
pack of cards for playing “Canasta” which will 
require only fourteen printing plates for print 
ing the faces of the cards, and this number com 
pared with the minimum of ?fty-three plates re 
quired for printing the faces of the current bridge 
deck cards now used, shows a great reduction in 
printing plates with a consequent decided reduc 
tion in cost. 
A further object is to provide a simpli?ed pack 

of playing cards, which are easy to produce, and 
easy to use for playing a card game such as 
“Canasta.” 
In carrying out the above end, a further object 

is to provide a novel method of printing the re 
quired red and black cards. 
A still further object is to provide a novel set 

of printing plates for printing the improved 
“Canasta” pack. 

Still further objects and advantages of the 
present invention will appear as the description 
proceeds. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 
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2 
related ends, the invention, then, consists of ‘the 
methods and means hereinafter fully described 
and particularly pointed out in the claims, the 
annexed drawing and the following description 
setting forth in detail‘ certain means and modes 
of carrying out the invention, such disclosed 
means and modes illustrating, however, but one 
of the various ‘ways in "which the ‘principle of the 
invention may be used. 

‘In the accompanying drawing : 
Figure l ‘is an elevation of oneof four identical 

suits of cards all of which are printed in ‘one color, 
for instance red. ' 
Figure 2 is an elevation-of one of four identical 

suits ‘of ‘cards all of which are printed in *a dif 
ferent color, for instance black. 
Figure 3 is an elevation of one of ‘the four 

jokers, all of which are preferably printed in ‘the 
same color (red or black). “’ 
Figure 4 is a rear elevation of one card showing 

an illustrative back design which may be common 
to all cards of the complete pack. 

In Figure 1 there is disclosed one of four ab 
solutely identical suits of cards, the cards of said 
one suit ranging in value from deuce to ace and 
preferably being all printed in one color, for in_ 
stance red. The red printing comprises not only 
the identifying numbers (2 to 10) of the “spot 
cards” but also the pictorial elements of the 
king, queen, and jack, and the A on the ace. 

In Figure 2 there is disclosed one of four addi 
tional absolutely identical suits of cards, the cards 
of said suit ranging in value from deuce to ace 
and preferably being all printed in a different 
color, such as black. The black printing com 
prises not only the identifying numbers (2 to 10) 
of the “spot cards” but also the pictorial elements 
of the king, queen, and jack, and the A of the 
ace. 
The delineated designs of all eight suits of cards 

are preferably absolutely identical and one set 
of four suits is distinguished from the other set 
of four suits, merely by the red ink in which one 
set is printed and the black ink used for the other 
set. 

Figure 3 discloses one of four jokers all of which 
may be printed either red or black, or two may 
be red and the other two black. The delineated 
designs of all four jokers are preferably absolute 
ly identical. 
The backs of all of the cards above mentioned 

may be devoid of printing if desired, but prefer 
ably they all bear the same delineated design and 
are all preferably printed with the same color 
ink. 
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A complete “Canasta” pack of the improved 
cards comprises four of the red suits of Figure 1, 
four of the black suits of Figure 2, and four of 
the jokers of Figure 3, and regardless of the fact 
that these components number one hundred and 
eight cards, only fourteen printing plates are re 
quired to print these faces. By printing four runs 
with these plates, using either color ink, all of 
the required cards of the selected color may be 
printed, as well as the four jokers. Then, by 
printing four more runs with ink of the other 
color, using the same printing plates (except that 
for the jokers), the rest of the pack will be pro 
vided. Of course, if desired, only. two of the 
jokers may be printed when printing with one 
color ink, and the other two when printing with 
ink of the other color. If a design is desired upon 
the backs of the cards, a. ?fteenth printing plate 
will suffice for all of the one hundred and eight 
cards. 
Not only does the invention decrease the num 

ber of printing plates required to produce a 
,“Canasta” pack, but the set of fourteen plates 
is itself of simple form as it comprises only im 
pression surfaces for printing thirteen cards 
with values from deuce to ace, and for produc 
ing a joker and includes no impression surfaces 
for suit pips—spades, hearts, diamonds and 
clubs—heretofore printed on the cards. 
Should it be desired to embellish the pictorial 

elements of the king, queen, and jack, this may 
of course be done by additional plates and op 
erations. 
Other modes of applying the principle of my 

.invention may be employed instead of those ex 
plained, change being made as regards the 
means and the methods herein disclosed, pro 
vided those stated by any of the following claims 
or their equivalent be employed. 
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I therefore particularly point out and dis 

tinctly claim as my invention: 
1. A pack of playing cards for “Canasta” con 

sisting of eight sets of thirteen cards, the cards 
of each set having identi?cation marks ranging 
in value from deuce to ace as in a conventional 
deck of cards, the cards of four of said sets 
having vthe value marks thereof printed in one 
color, the cards of the other four of said sets 
having the value marks thereof printed in an 
other color, the faces of said cards being devoid of 
suit designations and four jokers having iden 
tically designed faces so that the faces of an 
entire pack of one hundred and eight cards may 
be printed with a single set of fourteen printing 
plates. 

2. A pack of cards as speci?ed in claim 1; 
wherein all four of said jokers have their faces 
printedin one of said colors. 

3. A pack of cards as specified in claim 1; 
wherein two of said jokers have their faces 
printed in one of said colors, the other two of 
said jokers having their faces printed in the 
other of said colors. 

HELEN AVERY LAYCOT'I‘. 
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