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1 Claim. 

This invention relates to a combined can 
opener and handle designed for use in opening 
and holding cans which contain a beverage such 
as beer or the like. Such beverages are usually 
chilled before being consumed. Hence it is de 
sirable to hold the can by some attachment 
rather than by grasping it directly with the fin 
gers. In this way the can can be employed as a 
cup and no other drinking vessel need be em 
ployed. According to the present invention, a 
device is made from a single strip of metal which 
is shaped to snap over portions of the end rims 
of a can, the strip being shaped into the form 
of a convenient handle. An end portion of the 
handle is shaped to facilitate the punching of 
one or more holes in the top of the can through 
which the contents may be dispensed. 
For a more complete understanding of the in 

vention reference may be had to the following de 
scription thereof and to the drawing, in which— 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a device em 
bodying the invention; 
Figure 2 is an elevational view of a can show 

ing the device applied thereto as a handle, the 
device itself and portions of the can being shown 
in section; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view of the 
can and the device showing the operation of the 
opener; 
Figure 4 is a plan view of the device when at 

tached to a can as a handle; 
Figure 5 is a bottom plan view of the upper 

portion of the device; and 
Figure 6 is a section on the line 6—5 of Fig 

‘ure 2. 
‘The device may be made from a single strip of 

metal such as steel of sufficiently heavy gauge 
to be sti?iy resilient. One end portion I0 of the 
device is tapered to a point [2, this point being 
preferably shaped to be capable of penetrating 
the top of a can when pressed strongly thereon. 
Adjacent to the tapered end portion 10 is a 
transverse channel portion [4, this channel be 
ing arcuate with a curvature substantially equal 
to that of the bead or rim P6 of the can so 
that the channel I4 is adapted to receive and 
?t upon a portion of the rim IS. The opposite 
end portion [8 of the device is likewise provid 
ed with an arcuate transverse channel 20 di 
rectly opposed to the channel I4 so as to receive 
and ?t on a portion of the rim 22 at the bot 
tom of the can when the channel I4 is on the 
rim l6. Between the channels 14 and 20, the 
strip is shaped in the form of a convenient 
handle 24, this handle being preferably curved 
longitudinally to a conventional shape such as 
is illustrated in Figures 1 and 2. The handle 
portion of the device is also preferably curved 
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transversely, as indicated in Figures 1 and 4, to 
stiffen the handle, this curve being convex to 
ward the can so that it can be comfortably 
grasped by the ?ngers of the person using the 
device. Near the upper end of the handle por 
tion 24, a tongue 26 is struck from the strip to 
catch under the head It as a fulcrum when the 
device is used as a can opener, as shown in Fig 
ure 3. When the tongue 28 engages under the 
bead IS, the device is rocked about the point 
of engagement so as to force the point [2 
through the top of the can, the tapered portion 
10 then following the point [2 so as to cut a tri 
angular aperture in the can having approxi 
mately the same area as the tapered portion Ill. 
The handle is then snapped on to the rims of 
the can, the grooves l4 and 20 being so spaced 
apart as to require the end portions of the de 
vice to be sprung away from each other in order 
to place the ‘device on the can as shown in Fig 
ure 2. 
In order to prevent the device from sliding 

along the rims I6 and 22, I may form small up 
standing blades or edges 30 at the ends of the 
grooves l4 and 20. These blades rise above the 
bottoms of the grooves and thus tend to dig into 
the beads I6 and 22 when the device is snapped 
on to a can. This results in a ?rm grip of the 
handle on the can and prevents undesirable 
looseness. 

I claim: 
A combined can opener and handle compris 

ing a strip of sti?‘ly resilient material having a 
pointed end portion adapted to pierce the head 
of a can and a fulcrum tongue projecting there 
from to engage under the bead of a can, said 
strip having an arcuate transverse groove be 
tween said pointed end and said tongue and a 
second arcuate transverse groove near the other 
end of the strip, said grooves being mutually 
opposite and spaced apart to receive and grip 
portions of the rims at the two ends of a can, 
each said groove having at each end thereof an 
upstanding edge extending across the groove 
and tending to dig into the rim received by the 
groove. 
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