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The present invention relates to a grapefruit 
knife. 
An object of the present ‘invention is to pro 

vide an improved knife for cutting the meat sec 
tions out of the grapefruit which are normally 
disposed between the webs and rind. 
Another object of the present invention is to 

provide an improved grapefruit knife character 
ized by its simplicity of parts which may be made 
and assembled in accordance with present day 
mass production methods. 

Still a further object of the present invention 
is to provide an improved grapefruit knife which... 
when used, requires no effort, produces no 
squirting of the grapefruit juice and leaves no 
mess and which requires a minimum amount of 
time to free the sections of the grapefruit from 
the web and rind. 
A further object of the present invention is 

to provide an improved grapefruit knife when used, simultaneously serves to cut a grape 

fruit section free from its ?rmly attached ad» 
jace'nt web and rind. 
The features of the present invention which 

are believed to be novel are set forth with par 
ticularity in the appended claims. vThis inven 
tion itself, both as to its organization. and man- 
ner of operation, together with further objects 
and advantages thereof. may be best understood 
by reference to the following description taken 
in connection with. the accompanying. drawings 
in which: 
Figure '1 is a top plan view, substantially to 

scale, of a complete grapefruit knife embodying 
the present invention. 
Figure 2 is a view inside elevation of the knife 

shown in Figure 1. 
Figures 3 and 4 indicate the manner in which 

the knife is used to free a section of a grape 
fruit from its normally attached web rind. 
The grapefruit knife includes a pair o-f'stain 

less steel members 1.0. H formed fromsheet ma» 
terial, each of which has a curved cutting edge 
I 0A, 1 IA arranged to free a section of grapefruit 
from its web and a second cutting edge NB, NB 
respectively on ears IDC, l IC arranged to free 
a section of‘ grapefruit from its normally at 
tached. rind. The two pairs of cutting edges 
IDA, H313 form one pair ‘and. edges HA, -! 5B 
form the other pair being at an acute angle 
with respect to one another in an amount ‘indi 
cated in. Figure 2 and also terminating in points‘ 
IBD and I lD respectively. 
Adjacent ends of the pair of stainless steel 

sheet members I0, H may be anchoredin mm‘ 
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2 
ventional manner in the handle member [2, 
for example, by means of rivets l3. 
‘The curved cutting edges HA, HA of the mem 

bers are in the form of a curved knife blade 
and extend substantially parallel to one‘ another 
at a distance of preferably no» smaller than 1/3; 
of an inch for this purpose the members ‘M, 
II have stamped therefrom a pair of cooperate‘ 
ing dimples or projections HIE, i-I‘E to insure 
such minimum spacing of one eighth inch. The 
members Hi, It themselves are sufficiently flexi 
ble to allow their separation when, for example, 
the web of a grapefruit engages and passes past 
the dimple portions when the knife is used as 
indicated in Figures 3 and 4. 
Each of the members iii, II has an ear 196,» 

MC, the outer edge of which is sharpened to 
form the cutting edge NB, NB respectively. 
These ears NC, NC are preferably formed from 
the same sheet material as are the members 
H), H. 
In the commencement of a cutting operation, 

the points 16D, MD are inserted immediately 
adjacent the grapefruit rind- on opposite“ sides 
of the grapefruit web as indicated in Figure 3. 
Upon further insertion of the cutting knife 

with the member's‘ H], II on ‘adjacent sides of 
the web, the cutting edges ‘16A, HA sever the 
adjacent grapefruit sections from such web and 
simultaneously the cutting ‘edges ‘NIB, ‘i IB ‘sever 
such section's free from ‘the adjacent rind. 

After ‘the knife has penetrated to the position 
indicated in Figure‘ 4, there‘ is ‘a tendency for the 
two members I0, 11' to be pressed together due' 
to the wedge action of the cutting ear members 
[00,, 'llQbut, however, the members In, H main 
tain spaced at approximately 1/8 of an inch by 
the dimple portions 10E, HE. The maintenance 
of this spacing is‘ desirable for otherwise the cut 
ting edges HlD, .HD may cut the web in the 
last stages of the cutting operation. Prefera 
bly this spacing is maintained by dimple mem 
bers “BE, ME since there is a resulting contact of 
minimum area which does not interfere sub 
stantially with the passage of the Web of a grape 
fruit therebetween. 
Preferably, the ear members NC, “C have 

substantially the precise shape and dimensions 
shown in Figure 2., these ear members WC, MC 
being essentially triangular with the base NF, 
HF of the triangle rounded to permit easy With‘ 
drawal of the knife after a cutting operation. 
Of importance is the {curved nature of the cut 

ting edges HA, HA, for example, the cutting 
edge 11 IA being substantially straight from the‘ 
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tip HD to a point adjacent the dimple HE and 
thereafter having a radius of approximately 1.28 
inches. 
Of importance also is that the curvature of 

the cutting edges IOB, HB lie on a radius of ap 
proximately 2 inches. The length of the cutting 
ear is also rather important and has a length of 
substantially equal to one inch, plus the radius 
of the base IOF, I IF which is 1% of an inch. 
The various cutting edges may be provided by 

grinding the upper edges of the members or may 
be provided by a swaging operation. 
While the particular embodiments of the pres 

ent invention have been shown and described, it 
will be obvious to those skilled in the art that 
changes and modi?cations may be made without 
departing from this invention in its broader as 
pects and, therefore, the aim in the appended 
claims is to cover all such changes and modi?ca 
tions as fall within the true spirit and scope of 
this invention. ' 

I claim: 
1. A grapefruit knife with a handle comprising 

a pair of parallelly disposed sheet members each 
having one of their adjacent ends anchored in. 
the handle and the other one of their adjacent 
ends joined to integrally formed contiguous lat 
eral outwardly extending cutting ears, said ears 
being generally triangular in shape with a ?rst 
side of the triangle corresponding to the junc 
tion of a cutting ear with the corresponding con 
tiguous sheet member, a second side of the tri 
angle extending generally perpendicular to the 
plane of the sheet member, and a third side 
of said triangle comprising an angular cutting 
edge extending towards and blending in with the 
edge of the corresponding sheet member, said 
angular cutting edge de?ning an acute angle with 
the plane of the corresponding sheet member. 

2. A grapefruit knife comprising a sheet mem 
ber with a curved cutting edge thereon, said sheet 
member having an ear extending laterally there 
from substantially perpendicular to the plane of 
said member at the end of said member, said ear 
having an angular cutting edge thereon, said 
cutting edges being contiguous and terminating 
in a point, said ear being generally triangular in 
shape with a ?rst side of the triangle correspond 
ing to the junction of a corresponding ear with 
the corresponding contiguous sheet member, a 
second side of the triangle extending generally 
perpendicular to the plane of the sheet member, 
and a third side of said triangle comprising said 
angular cutting edge extending towards and 
blending in with said edge of said sheet member 
at said point, said angular cutting edge de?ning 
an acute angle with the plane of said sheet 
member. - 

3. A grapefruit knife comprising a pair of sheet 
metal members supported as a cantilever, c0 
operative stop means normally in engagement 
between said members maintaining their distance 
of separation greater than a predetermined mini 
mum distance, said members each having an ear 
extending laterally and outwardly therefrom at 
their tip ends, each of said ears having a cutting 
edge thereon, the cutting edge of each of said 
members and a cutting edge on the correspond 
ing ear being contiguous and terminating in a 
point, said stop means being engageable substan 
tially on a point contact, each of said ears being 
generally triangular in shape with a ?rst side of 
the triangle corresponding to the junction of a 
corresponding ear with the corresponding sheet 
member, a second side of the triangle extending 
generally perpendicular to the plane of the cor 
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responding sheet member, and a third side of said 
triangle comprising said cutting edge of the ear 
and extending towards and blending in with the 
cutting edge of the corresponding sheet member, 
said cutting edge on the car being angular and 
de?ning an acute angle with the plane of the 
corresponding sheet member. 

4. A grapefruit knife comprising a pair of 
spaced curved cutting blades each having a lat 
erally extending cutting ear at its tip, each blade 
having a cutting edge thereon arranged to sepa 
rate a grapefruit section from its attached web 
and each ear having an angular cutting edge 
thereon contiguous to the cutting edge of the 
corresponding blade to out said grapefruit sec 
tion free from its attached rind, each of said 
ears being generally triangular in shape with a 
?rst side of the triangle corresponding to the 
junction of a corresponding ear with the corre 
sponding curved cutting blade, a second side of 
the triangle extending generally perpendicular 
to the plane of the corresponding curved cutting 
blade, and a third side of said triangle compris 
ing said angular cutting edge of said car which 
extends towards and blends in with the cutting 
edge of the corresponding blade, said angular 
cutting edge of the ear de?ning an acute angle 
with the plane of the corresponding blade. 

5. A grapefruit knife comprising a pair of 
spaced curved knife blades having normally en 
gaged cooperative stop means therebetween en 
gageable substantially on a point contact and 
normally maintaining them spaced a distance 
greater than a predetermined minimum dis 
tance but allowing their separation when the 
Web of a grapefruit passes therebetween, each 
one of said curved knife blades having disposed 
on its tip end an integrally formed contiguous 
cutting ear, said car being generally triangular 
in shape with a ?rst side of the triangle corre 
sponding to the junction of a corresponding 
ear with the corresponding knife blade, a sec 
ond side of the triangle extending generally per 
pendicular to the plane of the knife blade, and 
a third side of said triangle comprising an an 
gular cutting edge extending towards and blend 
ing in with the edge of the corresponding knife 
blade at the apex of said triangle, said angular 
cutting edge de?ning an acute angle with the 
plane of the corresponding knife blade, said 
second side of said triangle comprising the base 
of the triangle and being rounded to permit 
easy withdrawal of the composite grapefruit 
knife after a cutting operation. 

6. A grapefruit knife as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said pair of parallelly disposed sheet 
members each have a cutting edge which ex 
tends generally forwardly and downwardly from 
said handle and terminates at corresponding 
apexes of said triangular ears. 

'7. The grapefruit knife set forth in claim 2 
in which the curved cutting edge of said sheet 
member extends generally forwardly and down 
wardly and terminates at the apex of said tri 
angular ear. 

8. The grapefruit knife set forth in claim 3 
in which said pair of sheet metal members each 
have a curved cutting edge which extends gen 
erally forwardly and downwardly and terminates 
at a corresponding apex of said triangular ear. 
_ 9. The grapefruit knife set forth in claim 4 
in which said pair of spaced curved cutting 
blades have cutting edges thereon which extend 
generally forwardly and downwardly and ter 
minate at corresponding apexes of said trian 
gular ears 
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10. The grapefruit knife set forth in claim 5 
in which said pair of spaced curved cutting 
blades each having cutting edges thereon which 
extend generally forwardly and downwardly and 
terminate at corresponding apexes of said tri 
angular ears. 

11. An article of the class described compris 
ing a pair of parallel planes, each plane having 
a cutting edge, the lower front portions of said 
planes being bent substantially at right angles 
to said planes and formed into two narrow cut 
ting blades attached to said planes only at their 
forward portions and extending rearwardly in 
expanding lines therefrom and slightly curved 
upward on their rearward extensions. 

12. An article of the class described compris 
ing a handle portion, two parallel planes joined 
to said handle portion, each plane having a cut 
ting edge, the lower front portions of said planes 
being bent substantially at right angles to said 
planes and formed into two narrow cutting blades 
attached to said planes only at their forward 
portions and extending rearward in expanding 
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lines therefrom and slightly curved upward on 
their rearward extensions. 

13. An article of the class described compris 
ing two bladelike elements of extreme thinness 
de?ning two parallel planes, each plane having 
a cutting edge, the lower front portions of said 
planes being bent substantially at right angles 
to said planes and formed into two narrow cut 
ting blades attached to said planes only at their 
forward portions and extending rearward in ex 
panding lines therefrom, and slightly curved up 
ward on their rearward extensions. 

DEAN S. CONKLIN. 
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