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I 
This invention relates generally to devices for 

fastening shoe laces and for preventing such 
laces from becoming unfastened and more par 
ticularly to devices for preventing shoe laces of, 
for example, children, athletes and military com 
bat troops from becoming unfastened and/or 
damaged and for reducing the possibility of in 
jury as the result of a lace of one shoe being 
stepped upon or becoming entangled with the 
other shoe or adjacent objects. 

It is well known that the bows, knots and free 
ends of tied shoe laces of children’s shoes have 
a certain fascination or allurement for the wear 
ers who ?nd fun in tugging at and loosening the 
laces; and often, the bows and free ends of the 
laces of children’s shoes become loose, frayed and 
unsightly in appearance. 
A prime object of the present invention is to 

provide a device whereby the lace of a shoe may 
be securely fastened with or without a knot and 
the knot and free ends of the lace may be cov 
ered and held against accidental loosening under 
all conditions and against intentional loosening 
by a small child. 
Another object is to provide a shoe lace fas 

tener that shall require only a minimum of 
skill and care for successful operation and re 
sults. 
A speci?c object is to provide a shoe lace fas 

tener of the kind described with a relatively rigid 
base and shank about which the shoe lace may 
be knotted at the wearer’s option and then wound, 
and a cap member normally positioned out of the 
way of the shank, for example projecting from 
one end of the shank, but which is adapted to be 
reversed and folded down over and around the 
shank and base for covering and concealing the 
tied knot and free ends of the shoe lace. 
Another object is to provide a one-piece shoe 

lace fastener that is highly ef?cient in opera 
tion and relatively inexpensive to manufacture 
and produce. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be apparent from the description thereof to 
follow taken in connection with the accompany 
ing drawing in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe lace 
fastener embodying the invention in operative 
position on a child’s shoe. 
Figure 2 is an enlarged side view of the shoe 

lace fastener in operative position. 
Figure 3 is a central vertical sectional view 

of the shoe lace fastener in open or inoperative 
position preparatory to fastening the shoe lace. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on the plane 
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of the line 4-4 of Figure 3 but showing the‘ fas-' 
tener moved to operative position and the shoe 
lace tied in a knot and wound around the shank 
of the fastener. _ 
Figure 5 is a horizontal sectional view taken on 

the plane of the line 5-5 of Figure 1, on an, en 
larged scale. 

Figure 6 is a bottom plan view of the fastener. 
In carrying out the invention there is provided 

an improved shoe lace fastener formed of rubber, 
plastic or other suitable material, including a rel 
atively rigid or solid ?at base I, preferably cir 
cular in form, an integrally formed inwardly ta 
pering shank 2 and a ?exible cup-shaped cap 3. 
The cap normally opens outwardly away from the 
shank but is adapted to be folded down over or 
turned inside out upon the shank so as to enclose 
the shank and base. 
The edge of the base is formed with opposed 

narrow and curved locking slots 4 communicat 
ing with elongated enlarged openings 5 in the 
base and in a portion of the shank. The open 
ings are disposed parallel to the axis of the 
shank and open at their top ends at points below 
and remote from the bottom wall 6 of the cap. 
The side wall ‘I of the cup-shaped cap is prefer 

ably formed with a beaded rim 8, and is preferably 
of a length so that in the folded position it 
reaches the bottom of the base. Both the shank 
and cap are shaped to serve as handles for 
manipulating the fastener, and the beaded rim 
forms a finger piece for rolling or folding the cap 
up and down. 
In the use of the device, the edges of the un 

tied ends of the shoe lace 9 are threaded sidewise 
through the locking slots 4 in the base of the . 
fastener and into the openings 5 in the shank. 
The fastener is slid inwardly along the ends of the 
lace until the base seats on the eyeletted sections 
ll] of the shoe H. The free ends of the lace that 
protrude outwardly of the eyelets l2 of the shoe 
are then stretched across the shank 2 in opposed 
directions and if desired, may be tied together as 
indicated at Figure 4. The free ends of the lace 
remaining outside of the knot are wound or looped 
around the shank 2 in an orderly fashion above 
the knotted portion as shown in Figures 4 and 5. 
When the free ends are completely wound on the 
shank, said ends are held in position, as by means 
of the thumb and fore?nger, while the cap 3 is 
folded down or turned inside out over the looped 
lace by which the lace is held and concealed as 
shown in Figure 5. The inherent resiliency of the 
material of the cap permits this rolling or fold 
ing of the cap until it is completely reversed in 
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position covering the shank and base. When the 
cap is turned inside out or completely reversed, 
the loops of the lace are wedged between the side 
wall 1 of the cap and the shank, holding the 
loops against unwinding. 
The openings 5 are eccentric with respect to 

the entrance ends of the slots 4 so that any lat 
eral thrust of the lace when in said openings will 
bring the lace into engagement with the Walls of 
the openingseandinot' into the’sl0ts'14?s0 th‘atrace 
cidental‘xlocseningmi(‘the lace is prevented. 
To unfasten the lace, it is merely necessary to 

roll the cap 3 upwardly to its extended open poi-w 
sition of Figure 3 thereby exposing. the , loops , 
of the free ends of the lace and the knot for un-' 
fastening purposes. 
When in reversed or folded position as ,shown. 

in Figures 1 and 5, the cap of the fastener-'com 
pletely covers the knot and free ends of =:th-e.lace 
concealing them from view, protecting them from 
damage‘;and‘makingitdi?icult fora child to gain 
accesstov thelacer Theufasteneris neat in .ape 
pearancezandexerts ,nolpressure on the child’s 
foot. 
Changssvin detailsof construction might-be 

made, withoutdeparting from the principleof 
the invention. 
What, I claim, is 2. 
1., A ,devicenof, theekind . described. comprising 

a,,_?at rubber, base adaptedto. be positioned- ‘flat 
against theuppezgeyeletted.sections of. a child’s 
shoe andhaving opposed slots in its edge, a solid 
noncollapsiblei Shank, formed. integrally, with the‘. 
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4 
base and extending upwardly therefrom a su?'i 
cient distance to permit knotting and winding of 
the free ends of a shoe lace thereon, said base 
having openings communicating with the slots in 
said base for guiding the ends of the shoe lace 
onto the shank, and an invertible hollow cylin 
drical cap integrally formed on the upper end 
of the shank and adapted to be turned inside out 
over the knot and the wound lace. 

211A’ shoe lace-.rfastener' comprising-1 a shank 
adapted to have‘the ends‘ofi‘a lace wound there 
on, said shank having a base at one end and a 
normally cup-shaped ?exible cap projecting from 
the‘ other.v shank and adapted to be folded or 
turned ‘inside out over a lace wound on the shank, 
said hasewlso having openings therethrough ap 
proximately parallel to the shank through which 
the ends/of "a‘sh'oe lace can be inserted for wind 
ingtheflace ends around the shank. 

NATHANIEL W. PRICE. 
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