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This invention relates to improvements in lamp 
re?ectors, and particularly to a re?ector for use 
with a ?uorescent lighting ?xture. Many de 
vices intended for use with ?uorescent light ?x 
tures have been designed for the purpose of dif 
fusing and softening the light emitted from a 
?uorescent lamp. These have usually been lim 
ited to some extent or have failed to satisfy all 
conditions desired. Thus many have been bulky 
or cumbersome; others have been objectionably 
expensive; others have failed to provide uniform 
dispersion of light in all directions; and others 
have been di?'icult to mount or clean. Therefore, 
it is the primary object of this invention to pro 
vide a re?ector which is of sturdy, simple and 
inexpensive construction, which is applicable to 
and removable from operative position with re 
spect to a ?uorescent lamp by a simple manipu 
lation and which is adapted for application to or 
mounting upon ?uorescent ?xtures of different 
designs and constructions. 
A further object is to» provide a re?ector of this 

character which will distribute light emitted by 
a ?uorescent lamp uniformly without producing 
shadows, which reduces to a minimum the sur 
face which will collect dust and require cleaning, 
and which may be cleaned easily and rapidly. ' 
A further object is to provide a re?ector of this 

character having a translucent light diffusing 
member and means for attaching the member to 
a light ?xture which is carried by the member 
and cooperates therewith to form a unitary 
structure adapted for attachment to a ?uorescent 
lamp ?xture by simple manipulation and without 
requiring the use of tools or securing members. 
Other objects will be apparent from the follow 

ing speci?cation. 
In the drawing: I 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the 

application of one embodiment of» the invention 
to a lamp ?xture. 

Fig. 2 is an inner face view of the re?ector illus 
trating in dotted lines a fluorescent lamp and a 
lamp-mounting ?xture bracket. 

Fig. 3 is an end view of a lamp ?xture having 
my improved re?ector applied thereto and illus 
trated in section, taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary modi?ed construction. 
Referring to the drawing which illustrates the 

preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
numeral l9 designates the base of a ?uorescent 
lighting ?xture. As shown, this base includes a 
wall portion 12 offset from a wall or other build 
ing structure to which the ?xture is-to be secured, 
as by meansof?ane?s _I 4., ; The ?xture. l0 mounts 
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brackets l6 projecting from the wall surface l2 
and of the type providing sockets into which ter 
minal bars projecting from the end of a ~fluores~ 
cent lamp l8 may ?t and be secured. The base 
of the lamp ?xture preferably mounts a suitable 
control switch 20. Fixtures of this character are 
well known onthe market-and are manufactured 
in many diife'rent sizes, shapes, and different 
designs and con?gurations; The construction 
here shown is illustrative only of the general type, 
it being understood that my improved re?ector 
may be mounted upon ?xtures of other design 

than that here shown. ' _ The re?ector comprises a unit having a trans 

lucent side wall 22, preferably of arcuatel cross 
section, and a pair of end walls 24. 'It will be 
understood that the shape or con?guration oflthle 
side Wall 22 may be of any form desired and 
preferably constitutes a segment of a tube whose 
edge portions vM3 extend longitudinally and are 
spaced apart a distance greater than the diam 
eter of the ?uorescent lamp [8 and of the ?xture 
brackets l5. Thus the tubular portion‘ 24' may 
be of polygonal shape, oval shape, or any other 
shape found desirable. The end walls 24 have a 
peripheral shape corresponding‘ to the shape of 
the tube 22 and preferably provided with ?at 
edges 28 extending between and in‘ .the' same 
plane as the edges or margin 26 of ‘the tubular 
portion 22. The tubular portion 22 and the end 
walls“ are preferably formed of plastic mate' 
rial and are cemented or bonded together to form 
a rigid unitary structure. Any plastic material 
found suitable may be employed, either alther 
moplastic or a thermosetting plastic material, 
which will not be subject to softening or deformi 
ing incident to the heat of the lamp. While I 
prefer to form the end members 24 of a plastic 
material, it will be understood that other mate? 
rials may be used. Also it will be understood 
that the end members 24 need not be translucent. 
Thus the end members 24 may be made of opaque 
material, such as metal, wood or plastic. While 
I prefer to use a plastic material for the tubular 
part-22, any type of translucent material may be 
employed, such as frosted glass. In the form 
shown, I utilize metal trim bands 30 applied at 
the opposite ends of the tubular portion 22'fand 
serving to conceal the bonded joint between the 
end members 24 and the tubular parts_22.'1 “Such 
bands can be omitted, ‘as in instances‘ whe're'the 
members 24 are molded toform a cap flange inter 
grally with the end walls in a positiontoembrace 
the ends of the tubular 22.5 Where 
metal ltrimtbands 30w vare. 'employed,"* the ends 
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thereof at the portion inward from the end walls 
24 are bent around the edges 26 of the tubular 
part at 32 to anchor the same to the re?ector, or 
other means may be used to anchor the bands. 
The inner faces of the end walls 24 of the re 

flector are spaced apart a distance greater than 
the spacing between the outer surfaces of the 
opposed lamp-mounting brackets [6 of the lamp 
?xture. In this connection, ?uorescent lamps 
are made in standard sizes, and the brackets 
which mount the'saine are usually of substantial 
ly standard dimensions as supplied by most 
manufacturers, so that the re?ector can be man-‘ 
ufactured in sizes corresponding to and adapted 
to ?t ?xtures and lamps of these standard sizes. 
The end walls 24 of the re?ector have ?xedly 

secured thereto resilient clamping brackets which 
are adapted to ?t around and to clamp upon said 
brackets I6. As here illustrated, these clamps 
comprise a base portion 34 which bears ?at 
against the inner surface of the adjacent end 
wall 24 and -is_ secured thereto in any suitable 
manner as by the use of securing members. such 
as bolts or rivets, or by the use of cements or 
other agents for bonding the clamps to the end 
walls. In the event the end walls 24 are formed 
‘of metal, the clamps may be secured thereto by 
welding, soldering or brazing. Alternatively, if 
formedof metal, the clamps may be an integral 
part of the end walls. I prefer, however, to have 
.the" clamps formed separately and to employ 
'i‘n'e‘tal of high resilience or springing properties 
in its formation. The opposite ends of the 
clamps extend substantially perpendicularly 
from the end walls to provide clamping plates 
36 which are substantially parallel to each other 
and which are of substantial area. Thus as 
viewed in Fig. 3, it will be observed that the 
flanges 36 are of substantial width so that they 
are adapted to engage asubstantial portion or 
area of each of two opposite surfaces of the lamp 
moiinting bracket IS. The margins of these 
?anges 36 adjacent to the opening of the re?ec 
tor are preferably outwardly ?ared at 38 to facili 
tate the“ application of the clamps over the fix 
tur‘e brackets l6. 
" It will be observed, therefore, that a single unit 
comprising a reflector and clamps is provided 
which can be applied to a ?uorescent lighting ?x 
time by. a simple application of pressure to force , 
the clamping ?anges 36 into clamping engage 
inentwith the lamp brackets IS. The spacing 
of the edges 26 around the opening at the rear 
of the re?ector permits the re?ector to ?t over 
the lamp, and the length of the opening is large 
enough to permit the re?ector to pass around 
the brackets I 6; Thus when the re?ector is 
vgrasped and, positioned for register ‘of the 
brackets and lamp with the opening in the back 
ofth'e re?ector, all that is necessary then is to 
push the re?ector bodily toward the face plate I2 
'ofth'e lamp ?xture until the edges 26 and 28 
engage said lamp ?xture surface plate [2. Re 
nlnoval of the re?ector is accomplished by simply 
pulling outwardly upon the same to disengage 
the clamps 34 and 36 from the lamp-mounting 
jbra'cket I6. .Thus no tools are required either to 
mount or to remove the re?ector, and the lamp 
_is__,r'eadily accessible for purposes of replacement 
thereof when necessary. 

It'will be observed that in addition to its sim 
plicity and ease of use and application, the re 
?ector possesses the advantage of uniform dis 
persion or diffusion ofv light. Light from the 

,ja, wilipass uniformly in all‘radial direc~ 
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4 
tions through the tubular wall portion 22. Any 
light from the lamp directed against the surface 
plate 12 of the ?xture is limited substantially to 
that portion of the plate which is concealed by 
the re?ector. Consequently, such re?ection is 
likewise diffused. No shadows, as occur where 
grating is used, occur in this construction. End 
lighting is not a factor in this instance because 
of the peculiarities of construction of a ?uores 
cent light which'make light ‘emission ‘in a direc 
‘tion longitudinally thereof impossible. In view 
of this situation, the opacity of the end walls and 
the trim members 30 is not a limiting factor and 
does not restrict or reduce the amount of light 
emitted through the re?ector. 

‘The modi?ed embodiment/of the invention il 
lustrated in Fig. 4 constitutes a translucent body 
portion 50 of arcuate or U-shaped cross-sectional 
shape whose edge portions 52 are spaced apart 
sufficiently to ?t freely around a ?uorescenl light 
bulb [8. Caps 54 are mounted on the opposite 
ends of the body member 50, each thereof being 
preferably formed of plastic material molded to 
shape to provide a ?ange 56 ?tting around the 
end portion of the body member 50, an end wall 
portion 58 projecting inwardly from said ?ange, 
offset side wall portions 66 and a con?gured cen 
tral end wall portion 62. The cap 54 is preferably 
formed, at least at the portions 60 thereof, of 
comparatively thin cross-section so as to .pro 
vide at least a limited amount of resilience. The 
Wall portions 60 preferably converge inwardly at 
a slight angle as shown, and the spacing thereof 
at their inner ends or shoulders 64 is preferably 
slightly less than the dimension of the brackets 
l6 of the ?xture which is to be received therebe 
tween. Consequently, the plastic end cap in 
cludes an integral socket portion 66, 62 which is 
adapted to be applied over the bracket l 6 and to 
grip the same effectively. The ?ange portions 56 
in this construction may be cemented, bonded or 
glued directly to the ends of the body members 
50. In the event it is desired to apply a metal 
trim band to this form of the device, the outer 
surface of the ?ange 56 may be provided with a 
groove 66 in which such a metal band 68 will seat. 
The ends of thisband may be bent around the 
edge'sof the ?ange 56, and the edges 52 of the 
body 50 at 70 terminate in portions engaging the 
innerv surface of the member v'52. 
This construction has the advantage that, ex 

cept for a trim strip. 68, no metal is required, 
and also utilizes socket portions 66, 62 for the 
function of clamping the re?ector upon the light 
?xture- and the additional function through 
shape and con?guration of providing a decora 
tive or ornamental appearance at the ends of 
the unit. , 

While the preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion has been illustrated and described herein, 
it will be understood that changes in the con 
struction may be made within the scope of the 
appended claims without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. 
I claim: 

1. A re?ector adapted to be mounted on a 
?uorescent light ?xture, said ?xture compris 
ing a base, spaced brackets carried by the base 
for supporting ‘the ends of an elongated ?uo 
rescent lamp, said re?ector comprising an elon 
gated ‘translucent body member of substand 
tially-U-shape in cross section, ?exible end walls 
carried by said body member, said end walls 
being of an area greater than the outside face 
area of the brackets, said end walls having: in‘ 
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tegral outwardly o?f-set chambered portions of 
less transverse area than the end walls and form 
ing bracket receiving chambers on the inside 
of the end walls, said chambers having opposed 
side walls forming ?anges positioned whereby 
said ?anges will be ?exed outwardly from oppo 
site sides of the brackets when the chambered 
portions of the re?ector are forced over the 
brackets. 

22. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
the opposed ?anges of said chambered ‘portions 
converge inwardly towards the brackets, therebl7 
forming bracket gripping shoulders for fric 
tionally engaging opposite sides of the brackets. 
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