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My invention relates in general to a device for 
instructing voters in the use of a Voting machine. 
In the past iew years many political subdivi 

sions of the country have been installing voting 
machines in place ci the old paper ballots. Since 
these voting machines are expensive and will 
register the vote of many voters there are rela 

O1 

tively few oi the machines as compared to the » 
number ci voters using them. Thus, the indi 
vidual voter does not have an opportunity to 
spend much time learning to operate the ma, 
chine. Generally the voter tries to learn how to 
operate the machine on the day of the election 
instead of making a special trip to the voting 
place before the election day. I have discovered 
that it is a great advantage to the public to have 
some means whereby the public may easily learn 
how to operate the voting machine before going 
to the poll or voting place. It is generally under 
stood that to teach the public how to use the ' 
machine, the machine must be taken to the pub 
lic since the voters will not go to the voting place 
to learn to operate the machine before election 
day. 

Therefore, one of the objects ci my invention is 
to provide an inexpensive instructional device 
which may be easily constructed in large quanti 
ties and distributed to the public. 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

a voting machine instructional device comprising 
a keyboard representing a voting machine and 
having indicators operable the same as those on 
the regular voting machine. 

Still another object of my invention is to pro 
vide a means for instructing a high percentage 
of the voters in the use of the voting machine 
without causing the voters to go to the place ci 
voting. 
Other objects and a fuller understanding of 

my invention may be had by referring to the fol 
lowing description and claim, taken in conjunc 
tion with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of my in 
struction device as representing a voting ma 
chine; 
Figure 2 is a sectional view along the line 2_2 

of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a sectional view along the line 3_3 

of Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a back elevational view, the back 

cover having been removed, of a modification oi 
my instruction device; 

Figure 5 is a sectional view along the line 5_5 
of Figure 4; and 
Figure 6 is a sectional view along the line 3_6 

of Figure 4. 
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2 
My voting machine instruction device com 

prises generally a keyboard I0 having a back side 
II and a face side I2. The keyboard I0 is sup 
ported by a housing I9 having a back cover 3|, 
which has been removed in Figure 4. The face 
side I2 is a representation of a voting machine 
used by the voter and thus includes party or cnice 
rows I3 and I4 respectively, of candidates’ names. 
The party row I3 is illustrated as having candi 
dates’ names I5 and I6, While the party row I4 is 
illustrated as having candidates’ names I'I and 
I8. It is understood that any number of candi 
dates’ names may be placed on my keyboard IIJ, 
and that I have placed three names for each 
party by way of example only. The keyboard I0 
has arcuate slots 2_0 next adjacent each of the 
candidates’ names I5, I6, I‘I, I8 and I9. I have 
provided voting indicators 2I, 22, 23, and 24 for 
each of the candidates’ names I5 to I8, respec 
tively. These voting indicators 2I through 24 are 
pivotally mounted on the face side I2 of the key 
board IIJ with each voting indicator next ad 
jacent its respective candidate name. The voting 
indicators are pivotally mounted in rows sub 
stantially parallel to the party rows. In my 
drawings I have illustrated the voting indicators 
as being riveted to the keyboard I0 such as indi 
cated by number 29 in Figure 3, the voting indi 
cators for the oñices being secured in the same 
manner as those for the questions. 
Extending from the back side of each oí the 

voting indicators 2I, 22, 23 and 24 are stop por 
tions 25, 26, 2l, and 23 respectively. Each stop 
portion extends through its respective arcuate 
slot and also outwardly from the other side of the: 
voting indicator to serve as a handle. The voting 
indicators and their respective handles or stop: 
portions are thus annularly movable toward the 
respective candidate name to a voted position 
and away from the respective candidate name to 
a non-voting position with the stop portions 25, 
26, 21 and 28 reciprocally moving in the respec 
tive slots 20. I have further provided my key 
board ID with a curtain handle'32 and a control 
lever 33 fastened thereto for angular movement 
therewith. The curtain handle 32 is pivotally 
mounted on the face side I2 while the control 
lever 33 is mounted on the back side I I. A rivet 
34 extending through the curtain handle 32, the 
keyboard I0 and the control lever 33, pivotally 
mounts the handle 32 and the control lever 33 on 
the keyboard I0. An arcuate slot 35 is also pro 
vided next adjacent the curtain handle 32. A 
member 36 extending through the arcuate slot 
35 connects the curtain handle 32 and the con 
trol lever 33 for angular movement of the con 
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trol lever 33 with movement of the curtain 
handle 32. 
In the drawings the curtain handle is in the 

curtain open position. When the curtain handle 
is moved to the curtain closed position the voter 
can move the desired voting indicators to voted 
position. Movement of the curtain handle from 
curtain closed position to curtain open position, 
will cause all of the voting indicators to be moved 
and returned to their original position prior to 
voting. This control of the voting indicators by 
the curtain handle is accomplished through a 
single panel member 3'! of sheet-like material 
having a plurality of arcuate slots 33 each of 
which is generally aligned with its respective of 
the arcuate slots 20 in the keyboard it. As best 
illustrated in Figure 3, each stop portion of the 
voting indicators extends through its respective 
slot in the keyboard iü and in the panel mem 
ber 37. 
The panel member 3i is supported for re 

ciprocal movement on the back side H of the 
keyboard Iâ by L-shaped supports 3% which also 
serve as guides. In this particular instance the 
control lever 33 moves the panel member 37 in 
one direction and gravity moves it the oppo 
site direction to put it in position for voting. 
The arcuate slots 33 are of correct length so that 
the ends lill will push the stop portions of the 
voting indicators to the original or non-'voted . 
position. Movement of the curtain handle to 
the position illustrated in Figure l causes con 
trol lever 33 to move the panel member 3l and 
return all of the voting indicators to non-voted 
position by means of slot ends te and stop por 
tions includingT stop portions 25 to 23. _.’iove 
ment of curtain handle 32 to curtain closed posi 
tion allows panel member 3i to fall downwardly 
in Figure 1 and-align slots 38 with slots 2e so 
that the desired voting indicators may be moved 
to voted positions. 
An instructor uses the device to instruct voters 

in much the same manner as taught by my co 
pending application for Instructional Voting 
Machine, Ser. No. 42,858, iiled zfittg'ust 6,1948’. 

Eni Figure e l have illustrated a modiiication 
consisting of the preferred structure illustrated 
in Figures l to 3 and the addition of party levers 
¿it and for the respective party or oiñce rows 
¿Sand le. The party rows i3 and le are pro 
vided with reciprocally movable members llä and 
d? respectively'. These members'?lt and t? have 
arcuate slots aligned with the arcuate slots in 
the keyboard Il Movement of lever dâ» causes 
downward movement of memltier> t@ in Figure 4 
by means of flexible cord ¿i9 while the curtain 
handle is in curtain closed position. The ends 
56 of the slots 5i in the member ¿it abut stop 
portions 25 and 26 to move the votingindic‘ators 
21 and 22 along with all the other voting in 
dicators in that row to the voted position. 
Guides e2 mounted> onl back side il cooperate 
with guide slots 53 in the members itâ and ¿l? to 
keep their movement parallel to the movement 
of panel member 3l. 
The operation of the modified design illus 

trated in Figures 4, 5, and 6 is substantially the 
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same as that of my herein referred to prior ap 
plication in so far as the voter is concerned. 
Although the invention has been described 

with a certain degree of particularity in its pre 
ferred form, it is understood that the present dis 
closure of the preferred form has been made 
only by way of example and that numerous 
changes in the details of construction and the 
combination and arrangement of parts may be 
restored to without departing from the spirit and 
the scope of the invention as hereinafter claimed. 

I claim: 
An instruction device for instructing a voter 

in the correct manipulation of a Voting machine 
comprising, a keyboard having a back side and 
a face side with a representation of a Voting ma 
chine used by the voters and including ofûce rows 
of candidate names for oñices, voting indicators, 
one for each name, pivotally mounted in rows on 
the> face side of said keyboard with each indi 
cator movable in a ñrst direction angularly to 
wards its respective name to a voted position 
and movable in a second direction angularly away 
from its respective name to a non-Voted position, 

f a single panel board reciprocally movable on the 
back side of said keyboard and in a line of move 
ment other than parallel to said rows of voting 
indicators to a closed curtain position andy-to an 
open curtain position, said keyboard and said 
panel board having rows of somewhat arc shaped 
slots, one in Yeach board for each indicator, and 
co-aligned when said panel board is in said closed 
cutain position, each voting indicator having a 
stop portion extending through the respective 
slot in the keyboard and into the respective slot 
in the panel board, and a curtain handle pivotal 
ly mounted on the face side of said keyboard for 
movement angularly in one direction to an open 
curtain position and for movement angularly in 
the opposite direction to a closed curtain position, 
a control lever on the back side of said keyboard 
and secured to said curtain handle for angular 
movement therewith and abuttable against said 
panel board to eiîect movement of the panel 
board to its open curtain position upon movement 
of the control lever to its open curtain position 
and to en‘ect movement of the panel board to its 
closed curtain position upon movement of the 
controlV lever to its closed curtain position, said 
panel board having portions defining ends of- the 
respective slots and abuttable againstA said stop 
portions to move the voting indicators to their 
non-voted position upon movementrof the cur 
tain handle and the panel board to the open cur 
tain position. 
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