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The present invention relates to certain new 
and useful improvements in coasters such as are 
used for supporting drinking glasses and the like 
and has reference, in particular, to a ‘so-called 
picnic kit which‘ latter comprises a plurality of 
especially constructed coasters and a compact 
and convenient assembling and carrying con 
ta'iner therefor. 
A general object of the invention is to struc 

turally, functionally and otherwise improve upon 
known styles and forms of coasters which lend 
themselves. especially vuseful for out~of-d-oors serv 
ice and, in addition, to so construct the coasters 
that’they may be stacked in a compact and con 
venient manner in a simple ‘storing and carry 
ing case or container. 
Another somewhat general objective is to pro 

vide a, ‘simple, economical and practical picnic kit 
in‘which manufacturers and users will ?nd their 
essential needs ‘fully met, contained and effec 
tually available. 
More speci?cally, novelty is predicated on a 

shallow. pan-like coaster of lightweight but dura 
blestock‘ which is provided on its bottom with a 
rigid anchoring prong or stake and which in ad 
dition has a plurality of holes serving as drain 
age openings and, in addition serving to facili 
tate the step of stackiilg and‘ nesting the com 
plete set of coasters in a can-like container. 
Brie?y summarized the invention has to do 

with a container and a plurality of pan-shaped 
coasters stacked in said container, each coaster 
"having an anchoring pron-g rigidly attached to 
andyextending at right angles from its bottom, 
each coaster having a plurality of circumferen- - 
tially spaced holes in its bottom, the holes in 
the respective coasters being registered with each 
other, and certain of the prong-s passing through 
selected ‘holes in other coasters, whereby to per 
mit a. series of coasters to be packed in a small 
container despite the obstructions presented by 
the presence of the prongs on the coasters. _ 
Other objects and advantages will become more 

readily ‘apparent from the ‘following description 
and the accompanying sheet of illustrative draw 
mgs. 

In the accompanying sheet of drawings where 
in like numerals are employed to designate like 
parts throughout the views: 
Figure l is a ‘perspective View of a picnic type 

coaster constructed in accordance with the prin 
ciples of the present invention; 
Figure 2 is an exploded perspective view show 

ing the open top container, its lid and the stack 
of coasters; 
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2 
Figure 3 is a View in section and elevation with 

the coasters in the container which View may be 
said to be taken somewhat on the plane of the 
central line 3‘—-3 of Figure 2, looking in the ‘di 
rection oi the arrows. 
‘Referring now to the views of the drawing and 

to the parts by reference numerals and ac‘ccinF 
panying lead lines, the container is denoted ‘by 
the numeral 4. It is a ‘cylindrical open topped 
can or the like having a ?at bottom and of suit 
able size. It may be of any appropriate ma 
terial ‘such as lightweight metal or commercial 
‘plastics. The open top normally closed by a 
marginally ?anged lid or cover 6. Any number 
of coasters may ‘be stored compactly within the 
con?ning ‘limits, of the container. Usually'coast 
ers are sold in sets of six. Each coaster is of 
lightweight material and is in the form of a shal 
low pan. For convenience the coasters are sep 
arately=denoted by the reference numerals '8, l0, 
l2, M, It, and H3 in Figure 3. Actually, how 
ever, each coaster is ‘of identical construction 
and embodies a discé'like flat‘ bottom '20 and a 
marginal rim 22. The‘ ?at bottom is provided 
with a plurality of holes or openings “and these 
are denoted ‘by the. numerals 24. There are ‘?ve 
such holes in the. bottom of each coaster and they 
are at equidistant circumferentially spaced 
points. They areapproximately 60 degrees apart 
and ?tting in the remaining space is the anchor 
ing stake or pron-g 26. This is rigidly secured at 
its upper end as at 28 to the bottom of the coast_ 
er and has a, pointed lower end. It is of suitable 
length to permit it to be pressed into the ground 
or other soft surface for basing the coaster and 
anchoring it against accidental displacement. 
Thus made the coaster is ideal for out-of-doors 
and so-ca‘lled picnic purposes, as is obvious. It 
may be used to support drinking glasses, beverage 
cans, bottles and so on. Thus, we have .a shallow 
pan-shaped coaster with a, ?at bottom and mar 
ginal rim, with drainage holes in its bottom and 
with an anchoring pron-g depending at right 
angles vfrom the bottom. The holes are not pri 
marily for “drainage” purposes. As a matter of 
fact they are for clearance purposes as is best 
observed in the showing made in Figure 3. Here 
is shown a central vertical section of the com 
plete kit with the coasters stacked and nested in 
the con?nes of the container with the lid on the 
container. Due to the fact that the section is 
taken on the central vertical line, approximately 
the ‘line 3-3 in Figure 2, but ‘four of the prongs 
or pins are shown. 
Actually, however, there are six prongs be 



vof the container. 
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cause each coaster has its own anchoring prong. 
In stacking the coasters the lowermost ones are 
turned upside down, that is the coasters 14,16 
and I8. This means that the prong 26 of the 
lowermost coaster extends‘ up‘ through aligned 
holes in the adjacent superposed coasters. Also 
the prong on the second coaster l6 extends up 
through those coasters which are stacked above 
it. The other three coasters 8-, I0 and 12 are 
stacked and nested in the manner shown and 
they are turned right side up. In this way there 
will always be registering holes in all of the 
coasters to permit the passage of the selected 
prongs through the holes. These holes thus 
piercing or passing through the coacting coasters , 
permit satisfactory clearance and complete stor 
age of the coasters, notwithstanding the pres 
ence of the anchoring pins, in intimate stacked 
and contacting relationship with in the con?nes 

Although the pattern of interconnecting the 
coasters by way of the prongs, passing through 
the holes seems somewhat complex in the ab 
sence of having the actual device in hand, with 
the latter in hand it is an easy matter for one 
to stack the two sets of coasters in the manner 
shown with the pins or prongs in out-of-the-way 
positions. 

It is thought that persons skilled in the art to 
which the invention relates will be able to obtain 
a clear understanding of the invention after 
considering the description in connection with 
the drawings. Therefore, a more lengthy de 
scription is regarded as unnecessary. 
Minor changes in shape, size and arrangement 

of details coming within the ?eld of invention 
claimed may be resorted to in actual practice if 
desired. 
Having described the 

claimed as new is: 
1. A picnic kit of the class described compris 

ing an open top container, a removable lid clos 
ing said open top, several shallow pan-shaped 
coasters stacked upside down in the lower por 
tion of said container, each coaster having a 
flat bottom, a ground penetrating and anchoring 
prong rigidly and eccentrically attached to the 
bottom of each coaster and each coaster having 
eccentrically located holes in its bottom, said 
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4 
prongs passing selectively through predetermined 
holes in said coasters, and several right side up 
coasters stacked atop one another on top of said 
?rst mentioned coasters, said right side up coast 
ers being identical in construction with the ?rst 
named coasters and correspondingly joined to 
gether by like prongs and bottom holes through 
which certain of the prongs project. 

2. A picnic kit of the class described compris 
ing a container, and a plurality of pan-shaped 
coasters stacked in said container, each coaster 
being a shallow ?at bottomed circular pan hav 
ing an anchoring prong rigidly attached eccen 
trically to and extending at right angles from 
said ?at bottom, each coaster having a plurality 
of circumferentially spaced eccentrically situ 
ated holes in its bottom, the holes in the respec 
tive coasters being registered with each other, 
and certain of the prongs passing through se— 
lected holes in other coasters, whereby to permit 
a series of coasters to be stacked one upon the 
other and compactly packaged in a small con 
tainer despite the otherwise would-be obstruc 
tions presented by the presence of the prongs on 

1 the coasters. 
OTTO A. BLADOW. 

REFERENCES CIT‘ED 
The following references are of record in' the 

?le of this patent: 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
D. 26,106 Douglass _______ __ Sept. 29, 1896 

67,391 Wilcox __~ _______ __ July 30, 1867 
647,388 Evans __________ __ Apr. 10, 1900 
716,560 Leininger _______ __ Dec. 23, 1902 
982,538 Senge __________ __ Jan. 24, 1911 

1,530,815 Dear ___________ __ Mar. 24, 1925 
1,876,322 Rudolph ________ __ Sept. 6, 1932 
1,879,952 Rosen ___________ __ Sept. 27, 1932 
1,930,300 Boll ____________ __ Oct. 10, 1933 
1,981,627 Merriman ______ __ Nov. 2-0, 1934 
2,365,461 Fairbanks ______ __ Dec. 19, 1944 

FOREIGN PATENTS 

Number Country Date 
27,537/30 Australia ___-. ____ __ June'l, 1931 


