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Thisv invention relates to certain, new and 
useful improvements, in av drinking cup provided 
with one or. more drinking nipples and anl object 
of this. invention is to provide a1 simple and. im 
provedv arrangement for controlling the ñow of 
ñuid from the cup through either of the nipples. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a drinking cup of the character hereinafter de 
scribed which may be manufactured at, an eco' 
nomical cost. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a drinking cup especially adapted for use by 
infants, and one which is provided with a simple 
and improved arrangement permitting the in 
rant to receive the fluid from the cup without 
danger of theY infant’s spilling the same or re 
ceiving an excessive amount.v In this respect the 
cup> isv exceptionally useful'4 during the teething 
period of the infant, this by reason of the fact 
that the infant can use the drinking or feeding ’ 
nipple as a teething element. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

sion of> a cup of this character which will be 
especially useful to bedridden patients, the. cup 
being provided with a simple and improved ar 
rangement whereby the patient or attendant 
may control or regulate the flow of the ñuid 
from the cup through the drinking nipple while 
the patient is at rest either in. a sitting or lying 
position in the bed or chair. 
Another and equally important object of the 

invention is the provision of a drinking cup of 
the character hereinafter described which com 
prises parts readily and easily removed for 
cleansing purposes. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the novel combina 

tion and arrangement of parts to be hereinafter 
described and claimed. 
The invention will be best understood by ref 

erence to the accompanying drawings showing 
the preferred form of construction, and in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective View of the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a sectional detail view taken substan 

tially on line 2--2 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 3 is a plan View of the same; 
Fig. 4 is a plan view similar to Fig. 3, but 

illustrating the regulator in position for re 
moval; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the regulator 
employed in the invention; and 

Fig. 6 is a sectional detail view taken sub 
stantially on line 6_6 of Fig. 5. 
The several objects of my invention are ac 
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2 
complished. by' the preferred form of construc 
tion shown in the accompanying drawing. In 
these drawings the cup is indicated at It. This 
cup may be formed of any suitable material. 
Such cup comprises a cup section II and a 
cover I2 telescopically arranged together as 
shown. This is accomplished by providing on 
the cover I 2 a depending flange I 3 which is 
adapted to snugly ñt within the peripheral edge 
portion> I4 of the cup section I I. 

Thisv cup section IIv is provided with one or 
more handles I5 of‘ any approved shape or con 
struction. ~ 

The cover provides a top wall I6 disposed in 
a’ plane below the wall I'I. 
Formed preferably as an integral part of the 

cover I2 is a drinking or feeding nipple I8. Such 
nipple provides an upwardly and outwardly in 
clined passage I9 through which the fluid from 
the cup section I0 may flow. 

OppositeA this nipple I8 and preferably like 
wise formed as an integral part of this cover 
I 2 is a second drinking or feeding nipple 20. 
This second nipple 20 like the nipple I3 has an 
upwardly' and outwardly extending passage 2I 
formed therein and like the passage I9 com» 
municates with the cup section II. 
Formed in this nipple 20 and extending in a 

horizontal plane and at an angle with respect 
to the passage 2l is an opening 22. This open~ 
ing 22 is adapted to be closed by a flexible valve 
23 formed as an integral part of a regulator 24, 
Such regulator 24 is in the form of an elon 

gated rod l‘and provides at its end opposite the 
valve 23 a knurled finger knob 25 to facilitate 
moving the rod longitudinally of its length as 
well as to rotate the same. Between the knob 25 
and the enlarged shank 26, from which shank 
extends the valve 23, the regulator is of reduced 
diameter to provide an intermediate central por 
tion 24’ adapted for slidable movement through 
a guide opening 21 formed in a bridge bar 28. 
Entrance to the opening 21 in a vertical direc 
tion is had through a slot 29 formed in the bar 
28. The central portion 24’ is provided with op 
positely disposed fiat surfaces 3i] which reduce 
the diameter of the central portion 24’ between 
these flat 'surfaces to a size such that will permit 
that portion of the central portion 24’ to be freely 
passed through the slot 29, thereby to remove 
the regulator from the cover I2. However, when 
the regulator is rotated relative to the bridge bar 
28, to a position to dispose these dat surfaces in 
a horizontal plane, the regulator can only be 
moved transversely of the bar 28 for purposes of 
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disposing the valve 23 into and from valve clos 
ing position with respect to the passage 2 I. 
To limit the sliding movement of the regulator 

relative to the bar 28 in its movement to remove 
the valve 23 from valve closing position with re 
spect to the opening 2l, I provide on the central 
portion 24' a stop lug 3 l. 
The valve 23 may have a counterbore 32 formed 

in its end portion to increase its flexibility there 
by to effectively seal the passage 2l when the 
valve 23 is disposed in valve closing portion with 
respect to such passage. 
When my improved drinking cup is used by a 

baby or infant the nipple I8 is employed for 
drinking or feeding purposes. The child will 
extract the contents from the cup by sucking the 
same through the nipple as it would do in the 
case if a nursing bottle were employed. However, 
in order to reduce the efforts of the child during 
drinking or feeding, the mother may adjust the 
regulator 24 relative to the bridge bar 28 to such 
position as will permit the flow of the fluid in 
such a manner as the mother deems best. 

It is intended that the nipple i8 be formed of 
semi-hard rubber or such material as may be 
used for teething purposes. 
When my improved cup is used by bedridden 

patients or by patients whose physical condition 
will not permit them to sit or stand upright while 
drinking, either nipple may be employed but prei 
erably it is recommended that the nipple 29 be 
employed because the passage 2i is of a larger 
diameter than the passage i8 of the nipple IS. 
By the use of the regulator 2t the patient may 
regulate the ilow of ñuid from the cup in such 
volume as is most desirable for the patient. 
On the other hand, the patient may close the 

passage i9 by pressing his finger over the outer 
end thereof and, when the valve 23 is moved from 
valve closing position with respect to the passage 
2l, control the ilow of the ñuid from the cup 
through the passage 2 l. This is accomplished by 
removing the ñnger from over the passage i9 to 
permit a steady flow of the fluid through the 
passage 2l in such volume as the patient may 
desire. ' 

The usefulness and simplicity of the construc 
tion of my improved drinking cup is apparent 
from the foregoing. 
While I have illustrated and described the pre 
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ferred form of construction for carrying my in 
vention into eiîect, this is capable of variation 
and modification without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. I, therefore, do not wish 
to be limited to the precise details of construc 
tion set forth, but desire to avail myself of such 
variations and modifications as come Within the 
scope of the appended claim. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to protect by Letters 
Patent is: 
A drinking cup comprising a cup section, a 

cover therefor having a reduced portion friction 
ally insertable in the open top of the cup section, 
nip-ples formed integral with said cover at oppo 
site corresponding sides thereof, with each nip 
ple projecting upwardly and outwardly from the 
side walls of said cover and each having a pas 
sage therethroug-h communicating with the cup 
section whereby the contents of the cup section 
may be drunk from either side of said cover, a 
second passage formed in one of said nipples and 
bisecting said ñrst mentioned passage in said 
nipple, and a regulator carried by the top Wall 
of said cover between said nipples and provided 
with slidable valve means adapted to project 
through said second ̀ passage into said first men 
tioned nipple passage to control passage there 
through. 

WILLIAM W. RICE. 
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