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This invention relates to a hammer holster and 
more. particularly to a hammer holster having 
a resilient loop normally standing in approxi 
mately horizontal open position when unoccupied 
by a hammer or the like, and bendable down 
wardly when occupied by a hammer or the like, 
to cause the latter tobe held close to the body 
of the wearer and out of the way. When the 
hammer is removed the loop springs back to its 
normal outstanding position and form, and is 
available to have a hammer handle quickly and 
easily inserted therein. The present invention 
enables the wearer to use the hammer holster 
with any pair of trousers and belt, and in any 
desired position on the belt regardless of whether 
he be right-handed or left-handed. 
With the old-fashioned hammer holders, con 

sisting of a cloth loop sewed to the overalls, trous 
sers or the like, the hammer would more or less 
loosely dangle from the limp loop, causing an 
noyance to the wearer and resulting in soon 
wearing out the loop. Also with the new rubber 
grips now being used on most hammer handles, 
most cloth holders sewed onto the overalls, pants, 
or the like, are too small to take the added cir 
cumference with the result that the hammer will 
be inserted into one of the pockets, soon wearing 
it to shreds. These, and other objections are 
overcome by my present invention. 
Among the objects of my invention are: to 

provide a new and improved hammer holster; to 
provide a hammer holster having a coiled spring 
loop which bends downwardly and inwardly when 
occupied by a hammer handle or the like to cause 
the latter to be held close to the wearer’s body, 
and springs back to approximately horizontal 
open position when the hammer and handle are 
removed therefrom; to provide a hammer holster 
mounted on a resilient clasp adapted to be de~ 
tachably mounted in various positions around 
the Wearer’s belt; to provide a hammer holster 
formed of a coiled spring loop secured in a novel 
manner to said clasp; to provide a novel coiled 
spring loop and clasp of the type referred to; 
and such further objects, advantages and.ca 
pabilities, inherently possessed by my invention, 
as will later more fully appear. ‘ 
My invention further resides in the combine.» 

tion, construction and arrangement of parts illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, and while 
I have shown therein a preferred embodiment 
I wish it understood that the same is susceptible 
of modi?cation and change without departing 
from the spirit of my invention. 
In the drawing: 
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Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my hammer 

holster with a hammer in place therein, the wear 
er’s belt being shown fragmentarily. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the hammer holster, 
the hammer having been removed and the belt 
omitted. ’ 

Fig. 3 is an edge elevation looking toward the 
bottom of Fig. 2, the loop being shown in solid 
lines without a hammer therein, and in dotted 
lines with a hammer therein. 

Fig. 4 is a vertical section on the line €-4 of 
Fig. 3, without the hammer in place in the loop. 

Fig. 5 is a horizontal section on the line 5—5 
of Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary side eleva 
tion, partly in section, showing how the inner 
wire coil of the loop member is wound upon the 
stranded wire core, and the outer wire coil is 
wound upon the inner wire coil. 
While I have designated the present invention 

as being a hammer holster, and described it as 
used for holding a hammer and hammer handle, 
I wish it understood that it may be used for hold 
ing such tools other than hammers, to which it 
may be suitably adapted. 
As shown in the drawing, my improved ham 

mer holster comprises generally a coiled-wire loop 
member I and a clasp member 2, the latter being 
adapted to be detachably mounted upon the belt 
3 of the wearer or if desired upon the waist-band 
of his trousers, or any other suitable and avail 
able portion of the wearer’s clothing. The clasp 
2 is formed with the inner vertical leg 4 curved 
outwardly and downwardly at its upper end to 
provide the resilient leg 5 which at its top is 
spaced a slight distance away from leg 6 and at 
its bottom end portion normally contacts the leg 
4 and continues therefrom for a short distance 
in a downwardly and outwardly curved end por 
tion 6. Curved end 6 is adapted to be pushed 
downwardly over the wearer’s belt, waist-band or 
the like, and due to the resilience of leg 5, pass 
thereover to position the holster thereon, and 
be removed therefrom when desired. 
The leg 5, intermediate of its height and sym 

metrically with its vertical center line, has pressed 
outwardly therefrom a pair of integral bands I 
l and 8 behind which are inserted the ends 8 and 
ll] of the loop member I which are ?xed in posi~ 
tion therein by having any suitable number of 
indentations H forced inwardly from the bands 
1 and 8 into ends 9 and H! by a prick-punch or 
the like, or otherwise secured in position by any 
suitable means. Each of bands i and B are also 
preferably bent inwardly at their middle por 
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tions l2 (see Fig. 5) to tightly engage said loop 
ends 9 and It]. Just above bands ‘7 and 8 the 
end portions 9 and ID are bent into a normally 
substantially horizontal plane to merge into the 
main body of the loop I, which preferably, when 
free of a hammer or the like, assumes in plan 
view a circular ring, as seen in Fig. 2. When, 
however, a hammer or other headed tool has its 
handle inserted downwardly through the loop I 
so that the head thereof is seated in the loop, 
the loop will assume the position shown in solid 
lines in Fig. 1 and in dotted lines in Fig. 3, so 
that the handle thereof will be close to the leg 
of the wearer. , 

The construction of the loop member i will 
now be described. An inner core member 53 is 
formed of a plurality of longitudinally extending 
strands ill of small diameter flexible wire and 
each of a length to extend circumferentially 
around the loop and to the lower ends of the two 
end portions 9 and iii. Coiled around the out 
side of the core member I3 is an inner spring 
wire coiled member 15 having its coils preferably 
in approximate lateral contact with each other, 
this coiled member 45 extending the full length 
of thecore member i3. Around the outside of 
theycoiled member i5 an outer layer iii of spring 
wire is wound in the opposite direction, and pref 
erably having its coils in approximate lateral 
contact with each other. Coiled member i6 like 
wise extends the full length of the loop member 
to the ends of the end portions 9 and 10. By 
winding coiled member E6 in the opposite direc 
tion from coiled member l5, places the inclina 
tion of the coils of one in the opposite direction 
from the inclination of the coils of the other, in 
much the same manner as the di?erence between 
right-hand threads and left-hand threads. The 
core member I3, the inner coiled member I5 and 
the outer coiled member [6 are secured together 
at each end as by soldering, welding, or in any 
other suitable manner, to form a unitary ?exible 

When the ends are bent at substan 
tially right angles, as shown in Fig. 4, and fas 
tened within the bent out bands ‘I and 8, as de 
scribed earlier herein, the loop member will be 
securely ?xed to the clasp member 2 and nor 
mally extend therefrom in approximately a hori 
zontal plane when not supporting a tool there“ 
within. 
When the handle of a hammer or other tool is 

inserted downwardly through the loop, the loop 
will resiliently bend downwardly under the weight 
of the tool, and to a limited extent be distorted 
downwardly and inwardly close to the leg of the 
wearer, as will be understood in Fig. 3, thus en 
abling the tool to be comfortably and snugly worn 
by the wearer and be quickly available for use by 
withdrawal from the loop. As stated, when the 
tool is removed from the loop, the loop will im 
mediately, under the action of the coil springs, 
spring back to approximately horizontal position, 
and open ready to receive the same or another 
tool therein. The strands of wire Ill of the core 
l3 limit the longitudinal stretching of the coiled 
members and thus prevent the loop member from 
permanently losing its shape, and effective re 
siliently to return to its original position when 
free of a tool. This result is further facilitated 
by winding the coiled members !5 and IS in ope 
posite directions. 
Having described my invention, I claim: 
1. A tool holster, comprising, a clasp member 
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adapted to be detachably secured to the clothing ‘ 
of a wearer, and a coiled wire spring loop member 75 

4 
mounted on said clasp member and resiliently 
standing in an approximately horizontal plane 
when free of a tool, and occupying a downwardly 
and inwardly bent position when a tool is posi 
tioned therein with its handle extending through 
the loop of the loop member, the outer edge of 
the loop member when holding a tool being con 
siderably lower than said horizontal position and 
the resiliency of said coiled wire causing the outer 
depressed end of the loop member to grip in 
wardly against the tool and cause the tool to be 
held close to the wearer’s body, the clasp mem 
ber including a pair of integrally connected outer 
and inner ?at members resiliently urged toward 
each other, the outer member having a band 
pressed outwardly therefrom and integral with 
the outer member at both ends, the mounting of 
the loop member on the clasp member including 
an end portion at each end of the loop portion 
extending downwardly at approximately right 
angles to the main body of the loop member when 
free of a tool, said end portions being tightly 
gripped between said band and said outer ?at 
member with said end portions substantially in 
contact with each other sidewise. 

2. A tool holster, comprising, a clasp member 
adapted to be detachably secured to the waist 
line of the wearer’s clothing, said clasp member 
including a pair of integrally connected outer 
and inner ?at members resiliently urged toward 
each other, the outer one of said ?at members 
having formed in an intermediate portion of its 
width a band pressed outwardly therefrom and 
integral therewith at its ends, a coiled spring 
wire loop member having its end portions each 
extending downwardly at an abrupt angle to the 
main portion of the loop member which latter 
occupies an approximately horizontal position 
when free of a tool, said downwardly extending 
end portions being tightly gripped between said 
band and its ?at portion of the clasp member, 
said loop member when having a tool inserted in 
place therein extending downwardly and out 
wardly from the clasp member in a curved posi 
tion with its outer edge position a considerable 
distance below said horizontal position and in 
wardly of its position when horizontal, to grip 
against the outer side or” the tool therein, whereby 
when the tool is removed from the holder the 
loop member will immediately spring back to its 
approximately horizontal position, the coils of 
the loop member permitting free bending of the 
loop member without permanent distortion of 
the spring wire from which it is formed. 

3. A tool holster, comprising, a clasp member 
adapted to be detachably secured to the belt of 
the wearer’s clothing, a socket member on said 
clasp member, a spring wire loop member hav 
ing angularly extending ends secured in said' 
socket member, said loop member occupying a 
position substantially at a right angle to the 
clasp member when free of a tool and movable 
downwardly into a depressed curved position 
when a tool is inserted into the loop member, 
said loop member comprising an inner core mem 
ber of a plurality of longitudinally extending 
wires with a ?rst coiled member extending heli 
cally around the core member in one direction 
with the sides of the coils in approximate lateral 
contact with each other and a second coiled 
member extending helically around the ?rst 
coiled member in the opposite direction with the 
sides of the coils of the second coiled member 
in approximate lateral contact‘ with each other, 
said coiled members extending the length of the 
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core member and secured thereto at its ends, 
whereby the two coiled members will slide rela 
tively to each other when the loop member is 
bent and swung up and down during operation, 
the core member wires preventing permanent 5 
distortion of the coiled members, and the loop 
member always springing back at approximately 
right angles to the clasp member when a tool 
is removed from the loop member. 

JAMES G. VANISH. 
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