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This invention has to do with loose-leaf binders 
and. has for its principal object the provision of 
a, binder of the ring-type which incorporates 
novel, inexpensive and simple means for ?ex 
ing the free ends of the binder rings or loops 
apart to enable insertion or removal of perforated 
sheets. 
Other objects and advantages will appear here 

inafter. 
For the purpose of explaining my invention, I 

shall now describe it in one of its presently pre 
ferred embodiments, for which purpose I shall 
refer to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view showing the 
device in position binding a stack of perforated 
sheets; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view, partly in sec 
tion, showing the binder loops ?exed to separate 
their free ends for insertion, or removal of sheets; 

Fig. 3 is a View similar to Fig. 2, but showing a 
sheet being inserted in the binder atop the bound 
stack of sheets; and 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective. 
Referring now to the drawings, the numeral 5 

designates a stiff backing sheet for the binder, on 
one end portion of which I mount a binder ele 
ment generally designated by the numeral Ill. 
The binder element [0 comprises a base por 

tion 15 having end extensions l6 secured to the 
backing sheet as by rivets [8. The base has, 
along its rear or right-hand edge, upturned ears 
IQ for the purpose to be described. 
Along the forward or left-hand edge of the 

base, there are upwardly and thence rearwardly 
and downwardly curved integral, ?exible, some 
what semicircular binder loop elements 29, each 
of which normally terminates substantially in 
contact with one of the ears [9. By “?exible” 
I mean that the loop elements may be ?exed in 
the manner of a spring and upon release will re 
turn to their original or normal position. As 
best shown in Fig. 1, the sheets 22 to be bound 
are perforated at 23 to pass the loops. 
The structure described up to this point is 

more or less conventional, each of the loop ele 
ments 20 together with its underlying base por 
tion constituting a substantially C-shaped binder 
loop or ring, and it will be understood that other 
well known forms of ring-type binders may be 
substituted for the structure described up to this 
point. 
My present invention has to do with the com 

bination, with a ring-type binder, of means for 
?exing the loops so as to separate their free ends 
sufficiently to permit insertion and removal of 
sheets. 

This element comprises a substantially rigid 
plate 30 having transversely aligned perforations 
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33 disposed to register with and pass the respec 
tive loops 20, the plate being mounted on the 
device in the same manner as the bound sheets 
22, and being positioned at the bottom of the 
stack of sheets as best shown in Fig. 1. 
Thus, as best shown in Fig. 2, when it is desired, 

for instance, to remove the bound sheets, it is 
only necessary to move the plate 30 upwardly 
along the loops to a point at which the plate 
may be fulcrumed on the loops, and thence, by 
downward manual pressure on the outer or left 
hand end portion of the plate, the free ends of 
the loops may be ?exed apart to permit insertion 
and removal of the sheets. 

If the user merely desires to insert a sheet 
on the top of the stack, he may swing the bound 
sheets and the plate to the position of Fig. 3 
and insert the new sheet 22a on the top of the 
stack. 

It will be observed that by my invention I 
have provided a very simple and extremely in 
expensive means for ?exing the free ends of the 
binder loops apart, which eliminates the ne 
cessity of complicated and relatively expensive 
means heretofore provided for this purpose. 

I claim: 
In a loose-leaf binder, the combination of a 

backing, a ?exible, spring-like substantially c 
shaped binder loop ?xed to said backing adjacent 
one of its free ends, and disposed to receive per 
forated sheets to be bound, and a susbtantially 
rigid plate normally disposed beneath said sheets 
against said backing and having a perforation 
adjacent one of its edges through which said 
loop extends, said perforation being sufficient 
ly close to said one edge to permit of the marginal 
edge portion between said perforation and said 
one edge being freely received within said loop at 
all positions of said plate thereon, said plate be 
ing movable along said loop toward its opposite 
free end into a position in which it may be ful 
crumed on said loop to ?ex the free ends of said 
loop apart. 
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