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This invention relates to Vfolded surgical dress 
ings and related products and is concerned more 
particularly with ̀ surgical dressings of the type 
that are used as eye pads. 
Eye pads are surgical dressings used principally 

to protect the eye, to immobilize the eye lid, to 
form bases for application of medicaments to the 
eye, and to absorb discharges from the area of 
the orbital cavity. A satisfactory eye pad is 
preferably readily disposable, and soft, comforta 
ble, absorbent, attractive in appearance, stable 
in form, useful for many purposes connected with 
treatment of the eye, foldable, adapted to wear 
at any angle relative to the position of the eye 
lid, conforming, and easy to apply by any con 
venient means of application, e. g. attached to a 
bandage or attached by adhesive tape or by means 
of a surgical adhesive. 
Eye pads of the prior art were made usually 

of layers of woven materials or loose cotton pro 
viding generally loosely arranged laminates. In 
normal use, these products of the prior art could 
be disarranged readily and the cloth or cottorn 
contents of the pads would spill, giving the dress 
ing and the wearer an unsightly appearance, 
varying the pressure against eye lid and eye ball 
and decreasing substantially the padding and 
protection that could be obtained by the use of 
the dressing. In one improvement over these 
eye pads a hinged cover was used. Even in this 
improved product the cotton or other filler was 
quite loose and accordingly much of the disad 
vantage of the other products referred to was 
still present. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
new and improved eye dressing or similar prod 
uct free of the disadvantages of the products of 
the prior art. It is a further object to provide 
such a dressing wherein the cushioning or ñller 
material is held as securely as possible, and which 
may be worn with minimum inconvenience. It 
is a still further object of the invention to provide 
an eye dressing that is both economical and at 
tractive in appearance and use. 
While some of the objects have been stated, 

the other objects and the nature of the invention 
will be understood readily from the following 
description of the invention which provides an 
eye dressing or similar article wherein the cover 
ing is folded to enclose the top and the bottom 
of the filler or cushioning material and at least 
two marginal sides thereof, and wherein an ad 
hesive seam is arranged so as to be spaced from 
two margins of the pad, where its hardness or 
bulkiness does not conflict with the comfort of 

10 

2 
the wearer of the eye pad. In preferred embodi 
ments of the invention the outline of the eye pad 
follows the shape of the orbital cavity, the seam 
unites the layers of the cover adhesively, and part 
of the adhesive penetrates through the cover into 
the ñller or cushioning material so as to hold it 
securely in position within the pad and under 
the cover. 
The .description should be read in connection 

with the drawing accompanying this specification 
' and the novel features will be pointed out partic~ 
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ularly in the appended claims. In the drawing, 
in which certain preferred embodiments of the 
invention are shown, and wherein similar nu 
merals refer to similar parts throughout the sev 
eral views shown: 

Fig. l is a perspective view of an eye dressing 
or similar article in accordance with the inven 
tion; 

Fig. 2 is an edge view of a similar eye dressing 
or similar article made in accordance with an 
other preferred embodiment of the invention; 
and 

Fig. 3 is a horizontal section through lines 
3--3 of Fig. 1. _ 
The dressing illustrated has the outline of a 

barrel and conforms essentially to the shape of 
the orbital cavity. It is composed of a flexible 
cover member I0 and a filler member Il. The 
cover member is preferably permeable and may 
be any soft and flexible fabric, but is preferably 
a layer of soft, nonwoven cloth formed by arrang 
ing any suitable textile ñbers (e. g. cotton or 
rayon) in a thin web and uniting or bonding 
them with adhesive (e. g. based on polyvinyl al 
cohol, polyvinyl acetate or other agglutinant 
polymers), usually at intervals, for instance, in 
accordance with Goldman Patent 2,039,312, is 
sued May 5, 1936. This product has all the soft 
qualities of gauze but conforms more readily than 
gauze and shows none of the roughness present 
in some gauze threads. 
The filler member is preferably absorbent and 

may be any desired ñber or matted fiber such 
as cotton, cotton batting, alpha cellulose, rayon, 
or matted rayon. A layer of this material is 
placed upon the cover, and this cover is folded 
around the filler providing one soft, continuous 
cover face and two folded ñaps I3 and i4 of the 
cover member extend over the top of the filler 
material, providing some overlap. A small 
amount of adhesive l5 is applied linearly within 
the area of this overlap so as to secure the two 
cover flaps securely together. In a preferred 
embodiment of the invention illustrated in Fig. 2, 
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an excess of the adhesive is used so as to provide 
for penetration thereof into the filler members 
and to provide an adhesive connection I6 between 
ñller and cover member. 
The resulting pad permits none of the side 

wise spillage of filler material that was observed 
in connection with products of the prior art. 
The filler H, particularly if partially interlocked 
prior to formation of the dressing, for instance, 
by matting, is held securely within the dressing, 
and shows little if any tendency to extend over 
the boundaries of the cover. The embodiment 

' illustrated in Fig. 2 adds an even more secure 
positive lock between ñller and cover member and 
results in a dressing vthat will >hold its shape, even 
when subjected to rather careless use or to ex 
cessive manipulation by a consumer. 
While two principal forms of the dressing em 

bodying the improvements of the invention were 
shown, it will be understood that these were 
shown merely by Way of example and that various 
modifications and changes in the details thereof 
can be made without departing from the principle 
and spirit of the invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. An eye pad having four sides, the top and 

bottom sides being convex and the two end sides 
substantially straight, said pad being of size 
substantially coextensive with, so as to cover, the 
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orbital cavity and comprising a soft compressible 
ñller and a flexible cover folded around the end 
sides of said ñller and enclosing fully the top 
and bottom and two ends of said ñller and pre 
senting one continuous surface and two overlap 
ping flaps, said flaps being secured to each other 
by an adhesive seam spaced from said ends and 
from the center of said eye pad, and an adhesive 
connection from said seam between said filler 
and said cover, whereby movement and disinte 
gration of said filler is retarded. 

2. An eye pad as set forth in claim 1 in which 
the ñexible cover is composed of non-Woven 
textile fiber cloth. 

GILBERT FRANCIS MAGEE. 
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