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The present invention relates to a lady’s gen 
eral utility case which is designed to permit a 
working girl to carry her lunch therein and has 
the outward appearance of a lady’s purse, and 
which serves the dual purpose of being a purse 
as well as a‘ lunch kit. This invention is a modi 
?ed'form of thegeneral utility case disclosed in 
our copending application, Serial No. 163,026, 
?led‘ May 19, 1950. i 

It is among the objects of the present inven 
tion to provide a lady’s general utility‘ case which 
is constructed and arranged to be used simul 
taneously as ‘a lunch kit and a lady’s purse, and 
which is characterized by the novel arrange 
ment of the compartments therein and the loca 
tions of the means for gaining access into said 
compartments, whereby the optimum functional 
bene?ts for which said general utility case is 
constructed and arranged may be derived; and 
further, which case is characterized by the ef— 
?cient utilization of space therein, thereby to 
provide a case having a relatively large carrying 
capacity without having the appearance of being 
unduly large. ' 

It is another object of the present invention 
to provide a general utility case fabricated from 
a suitable plastic material, or the‘like, which 
case will have the outward appearance of .a 
lady’s handbag while being adapted to be used 
to carry a lunch therein and to serve as a purse, 
and which can be fabricated by mass production 
methods from relatively few and simple parts to 
enable the cost thereof to be relatively low while 
permitting an attractive utility case to be pro 
duced. ' ' ‘ 

Other objects of this invention will appear in 
the following description and appended claims, 
reference being had to the accompanying ‘draw 
ings forming a part of this speci?cation wherein 
like reference characters designate correspond 
ing parts inv the several views. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. l is a perspective View of a preferred em 

bodiment of the general utility case of the pres 
ent invention; ’ V 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the general 
utility case shown in Fig. 1 with the lunch com~ 
partment and the door of the purse compartment 
being open; and ' _ 

Fig. 3' is another perspective view of the gen 
eral‘utility case, drawn to a reduced scale, with 
the lunch compartment open and with a vacuum 
bottle being shown therein. 

Before explaining the present invention in de 
tail it is to be understood that the invention is 
not limited in its application to the details of 
construction and arrangement of parts illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, since the inven 
tion is ‘capable of other embodiments and of 
being practiced or carried out in various ways. 
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4 Claims. (crate-4) Y 

Also it is to be understood’ that the phraseology 
or terminology employed herein is for the pur-1 
pose of description and not of'limitation, 7 

Referring to the drawings, a vpreferred embodi 
ment of the present invention can be seen where 
in the general utility case is identi?ed'by the 
reference numeral 10. The general utility case 
ID has a purse compartment [2 in its upper por 
tion and‘ a lunch compartment [4 in its, lower 
portion. The lunch compartmentv M has a 
chamber it within which a vacuum bottle it 
or the like, can be contained. A chamber 20 is 
also provided in the lunch compartment 14 for 
carrying sandwiches or the like. A shoulder 
strap 22 has its ends’ connected to the opposite. 
ends of the utility case It to enable‘ the user of 
the utilityvcase to carry the same. , 
Theutility case [0 has an inverted L-shaped 

section 24 which includes the cross member 26 
and the'leg member 28. The crossmember 26 
has theKpurse compartment 12 formed therein 
and a door 30 is hingedly connected as at 3| to 
form the upper wall of the‘ purse compart 
mentl2. 1" ’ " ‘ v - 

If desired, the door 30 can‘be maintained in 
a closed position by a lock construction which 
includes the clip .33 which can be snapped over 
the outwardly projecting portion 34 to be re 
cessed in'the groove 36 formed in the portion 
34. However, it should be understood that‘ any 
other form of locking means may be used with 
the present invention. ' _ 
Theleg portion ‘of the inverted L-shaped mem 

ber 24 has endwalls 38 and 40 and a sidewall 42. 
Another section member 44' is hingedly con 
nected at 32 to the inverted L-shaped member 
24 vandis constructed and arranged to close the 
inner ‘open side of the latter member. As can 
be seen, the section member 44 vhas endwalls 4E 
and‘ 48' and a sidewall 58. The endwalls 46 and 
£58 ar'e‘adapted to abut'againstthe endwalls 3B 
and ‘All, and the upper edge 52 of the section 
member tilv is adapted to engage the under edge 
54 of, the cross member 26"to provide the closed 
lunch compartment Mwhenthe endwalls 38 and 
M1 and the endwallsl’tt and 48 are in abutting 
relationship. I ‘ 

Thechamber l6 vprovided within the lunch 
compartment“ is formed by means of the pair 
of walls 56, and 58 which are arranged within 
the inverted L-shaped member 28 and the sec 
tion member M respectively. These walls 55 and 
58 aremspaced an equal v‘distance above the hinge 
connection 32 so as to be substantially in abutting 
relationship when the lunch compartment I4 is 
closed, and the walls 56 and 158 are spaceda suf 
?cient distance above the hinged connection to 
provide a chamber within which the vacuum 
bottle I8 can be contained. The chamber [6 
is relatively smaller than the remaining cham 
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her 20 within the lunch compartment l4, and 
the latter chamber is provided so that sand 
wiches and the like,can be carried therein. 
A relatively simple locking device is provided 

for locking the lunch compartment 14. The 
locking device includes a lug Bil which is adapted 
to ?t within the cut away portion 62 in the lug 
64. A clip 66 is pivotally mounted in the lug B4 
and is adapted to be snapped over the lug B0 and 
over the lower portion of the lug 64 to be seated 
in the groove 68 in the lower portion of the two 
lugs. Again it should be understood that other 
suitable locking means may be used if desired. 
The inverted L-sha-ped member 28 of which 

the door 30 is considered a part and the section 
member 44 are preferably constructed'from any 
suitable type oI plastic material. In fabricating 
these parts, a suitable decorative ?nish can be 
formed on the outer surfaces. However, it is 
contemplated that suitable covering-such as al 
ligator skins or the like, may be used for cover 
ing the outer surfaces of the utility case, if de 
sired. ‘ 

From the above description, it can be seen that 
a lady’s general utility case has been‘ provided 
having a purse compartment; in the upper por 
tion, which purse compartment is readily acces 
sible for use at all times by the person carrying 
the utility case. The .purse compartment can be 
used at any time without the necessity of open 
ing the lunch compartment and is sufliciently 
large to carry the various articles normally car 
ried in ladies’ purses. The general utility case 
is constructed to provide a well-balanced unit, 
since the vacuum bottle is carried in the lower 
portion of the case. The general utility case is 
also constructed so that the lunch compartment 
can be completely opened and the lunch can be 
eaten without removing the contents of the lunch 
compartment and placing them on a table, lunch 
counter, or the like. - 

Further, it can be secn'thatvthis lady’s general 
utility'case is made from-a relatively few parts 
which can be easily constructed and easily as 
sembled so that a'utility case of relatively low 
cost can be fabricated. Further, it is designed to 
utilize the space therein to the greatest advan 
tage and to permit an attractive case to be pro 
vided. ‘ 

- Having thus described our invention, we claim: 
1, A lady’s general utility case comprising an 

inverted L-s-haped section having a compart 
ment in its cross member and with the leg there 
of being hollow ‘andopen on the inner side,'an 
other section hingedly connected with the invert 
ed L-sh-aped section along the respective lower 
edges of the sections, the second-named section 
being hollow and open on the side adjacent the 
?rst-named section with the edges of the respec 
tive‘ open sides being in' abutting relationship to 
form a, compartment under the compartment in 
said cross member, and substantially horizontally 
disposed walls formed in each of said sections an 
equal distance above the hingedly connected 
edges to form two chambers within the second 
named compartment. 

2. A lady’s general utility case comprising an 
inverted L-shaped section having a compartment 
in its cross member and with the leg thereof be 
ing hollow and open on the inner side, another 
section hingedly connected with the inverted L 
shaped section along the respective lower edges 
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of the sections, the second-named section being 
hollow and open on the side adjacent the ?rst 
named section with the edges of the respective 
open sides being in abutting relationship to form 
a compartment under the compartment in said 
cross member, and substantially horizontally dis 
posed walls formed in each of said sections an 
equal distance above the hingedly connected 
edges to form two chambers within the second 
named compartment, said ?rst-named compart 
ment having a hingedly connected door forming 
the upper wall thereof. 

3. A lady’s general utility case comprising an 
inverted L-shaped section having a compartment 
in its cross member and with the leg thereof be 
ing hollow and open on the inner side, another 
section hingedly connected‘to the inverted‘ L 
shaped section along the respective lower-edges 
of the sections, the second-named section being 
hollow and open on the side adjacent the ?rst 

~ named section with the edges of the respective 
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open sides being in abutting relationship when 
the sections are in aclosed position to form a 
compartment under the compartment?in- said 
cross member, the upper side ofsaid'second 
named section being open with the edges of the 
opening being in engagement with the lower 
edges of said cross member when said sections 
are in a closed position, and substantially hori 
zontally disposed walls formed in each of said 
sections an equal distance abQVe the hingedly 
connected edges to form two chambers within the 
second-named compartment. . 

4. A lady's combination lunch kitand purse 
comprising an inverted L-shaped section having 
a purse compartment in its cross member and 
with the leg thereof being hollow and. open on 
the inner side, another section hingedly connect 
ed to the inverted L-shaped section along the re 
spective lower edges of the sections, the second 
named section being hollow and ‘open on the side 
adjacent the ?rst-named section with the edges 
of the respective open sides being in abutting re 
lationship to form a lunch compartment under 
said purse compartment, substantially-horizon 
tally disposed walls formed in each of said sec 
tions an equal distance above the hingedly con 
nected edges to form two chambers within the 
lunch compartment, the lower chamber. being 
adapted to receive a vacuum bottle, said purse 
compartment having a hingedly connected door 
forming the upper wall thereof, means'for lock 
ing said door in a ‘closed position, and means for 
locking said sections together in a closed po 
sition. 
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