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1 
This invention refers to hospital mattress and " 

bed pan constructions, and has for its primary 
object the provision of an improved mattress pro 
vided with a centrally positioned aperture nor 
mally closed by a ?ller plug for which is adapted 
to be substituted a bed pan assembly when de 
sired. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of such a construction whereby the bed 
pan assembly is so arranged as to be substantially 
flush with the surface of the mattress, thus in 
creasing the patient’s comfort. 
An additional object of the invention is the 

provision of a construction of this character 
whereby the insertion and removal of the bed 
pan assembly may be effected with a minimum 
of effort and difficulty, and whereby the patient 
need only be moved a minimum amount. 

Still another object of the assembly resides in 
the provision of an improved bed pan assembly 
whereby contact of any part of the patient’s body 
with the‘metal of the bed pan is positively pre 
cluded. ' 

Still other objects reside in the combination of 
elements, arrangement of parts, and features of 
construction, all of which will be more fully 
pointed out hereinafter, and disclosed in the 
accompanying drawings wherein there is shown 
a preferred embodiment of this inventive concept. 
In the drawings; 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the mattress 

of the instant invention disclosing the ?ller plug 
in position, . 
Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken 

substantially along the line 2--2 of Figure 1, as 
viewed in the direction indicated by the arrows, 

Figure 3 is an end view of the filler plug. 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary plan view of the 

center portion of the mattress showing the ?ller 
plug removed, 

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view 
of the center portion of the mattress showing the 
bed pan assembly in position therein, 
Figure 6 is an enlarged sectional view taken 

substantially along the line 6-6 of Figure 5 in 
the direction indicated by the arrows, 

Figure '7 is a fragmentary exploded section view 
of certain elements of the assembly of Figure 6; 
and 
Figure 8 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional 

view showing a structural detail of the assembly 
of Figure 6. 

Similar reference characters refer to similar 
parts throughout the several views of the draw 
ings. 
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2 
Referring now to the drawings in detail there 

is generally indicated at Ill a mattress which 
may be of any suitable size, either single or 
double, which is provided at substantially its 
center with an aperture H, preferably of rec 
tangular con?guration, which aperture is nor 
mally adapted to be ?lled by a ?ller plug [2. 
The mattress construction preferably comprises 
a body portion [3 comprised entirely of sponge 
rubber and normally covered by conventional 
ticking I4 of any desired composition, such as 
cotton or the like. A sheet rubber covering sheet 
15 is provided, overlying ticking l4, and adapted 
to overlap the edges of the mattress as indi 
cated at I6, and be secured thereto as by suitable 
fasteners I"! such as snap fasteners adapted to 
engage opposite snap fasteners l8 which extend 
through the ticking Ill. At its center rubber 
sheet [5 is provided with ?ange portions it which 
extend downwardly about the sides of the central 
aperture ll. 

Filler plug [2 is comprised essentially of a body 
portion 2!], also comprised of sponge rubber sur 
rounded by a ticking cover 2! and totally en 
veloped in the sheet rubber cover 22 which is 
provided along one edge With a Zipper fastener 
23 whereby the center portion may be removed 
for any desired purpose, such as replacement of 
the ticking 2|. Obviously, in the normal use of 
the device the ?ller plug 12 remains in position 
whereby the assembly presents a substantially 
flush top surface to serve as a normal mattress. 
As best shown in Figures 5 to 8, inclusive, a 

bed pan assembly generally indicated at 25, is 
adapted to be substituted for ?ller plug 12 when 
desired. The bed pan assembly 25 is comprised 
of an outer substantially rectangular metal pan 
2% of substantially the con?guration and dimen 
sions of the aperture I i, but of a height less than 
the thickness of the mattress l0, and provided 
at its outer extremities with a reverted top wall 
21, the lower edge of the reverted portion thereof 
being spaced from the interior of the side wall. 
Adapted to be positioned around the outer re 
verted edge 21 is a hard rubber collar 28, in 
cluding a central beadi29 adapted to be positioned 
within the reverted edge 21 of the outer pan, 
and including an outer substantially semi-circu 
lar covering portion 39 adapted to overlie the top 
edge of pan 2B in substantially its entirety. Posi 
tioned centrally and interiorly of pan 26 and 
resting on the bottom thereof is a bed pan 3| 
of conventional size and dimensions, the outer 
pan 26 being so dimensioned as to leave a space 
entirely surrounding the bed pan 3|. Into this 
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space is adapted to be inserted a sponge rubber 
?ller or plug 32 formed as best shown in Figures 
6 and 7, with an interior channel 33 formed 
about a central aperture of a con?guration 
adapted entirely to surround bed pan 3|, the 
outer con?guration of ?ller 32 substantially cor 
responding to the inner con?guration of pan 26. 
'It will thus be seen that when the pan 3| is 
positioned within ?ller 32 and the latter posi 
tioned within pan 26, a slight compression of 
the sponge rubber of the ?ller is occasioned thus 
holding the bed pan securely against slippage 
or disalignment even when the assembly is tilted 
such as might ‘be occasioned when removing the 
same from the aperture II. 
A second sponge rubber member 34 is also 

provided, the combined thickness of members 32 
and 34 being substantially equal to or slightly 
less than that of mattress In. Member 34 has 
a centrally positioned aperture 31 of substantial 
ly the con?guration of bed pan 3|. Member 34 
is provided with an outer rectangular ?ange 35 
of dimensions and con?guration substantially 
equal to the corresponding dimensions of aper 
ture l l, and extending about the perimeter of 
member 34 is a groove or channel 36 adapted to 
?t snugly about the exterior of collar 23 secured 
about the upper reverted edge of pan 26. It 
will thus be seen that when the assembly is in 
position collar 28 and reverted edge 21 serve 
to securely hold the member 34 against dis 
placement while this latter member correspond 
ingly serves to hold ?ller 32 and its associated 
bed pan against vertical disassembly relative to 
the outer pan 26. 

It will thus be seen that there is herein pro 
vided a bed pan assembly which may be associ 
ated with a mattress having an aperture therein, 
and correspondingly removed therefrom without 
any possibility of slippage of the parts thereof 
such as might result in spilling the contents and 
which when in position in such an aperture posi 
tively precludes contact of any part of the pa 
tient’s body with the metal elements thereof and 
which further presents a substantially smooth, 
and except for the central aperture of the mem 
ber 34, unbroken surface for a mattress. 

It will also be seen that there is herein provided 
a construction which accomplishes all the ob 
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jeots of this invention and others including many 
advantages of practical utility and commercial 
importance. 
The mattress herein disclosed is particularly 

desirable for incontinent patients as the patient 
may be left on the bed pan for an inde?nite pe 
riod without danger of bedsores. This mattress 
will also produce a very substantial saving in 
linen and will effect improved sanitation for the 
patient and the attendants. 
As many embodiments may be made of this in 

ventive concept and as many modi?cations may 
be made in the embodiment hereinbefore shown 
and described, it is to be understood that all mat 
ter herein is to be interpreted merely as illustra 
tive and not in a limiting sense. 
What I claim is: 
A bed pan assembly adapted for insertion in 

the aperture of a centrally apertured mattress 
comprised of an outer pan conforming to the di 
mensions of said aperture, a reverted rim around 
said pan, a hard rubber collar including a bead 
reverted oppositely to said rim engageable Within 
the reverted portion of said rim, an inner bed 
pan, a sponge rubber ?ller between said pans 
and an apertured sponge rubber pad having a 
channel about the edge thereof overlying said 
inner bed pan, said collar seating in said chan 
nel, said pad having a flange overlying said chan 
nel and extending outwardly of the rim of said 
outer pan. 

J OSIE M. CORAKAS. 
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