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7 This invention relates to racks for milk buckets 
‘or like containers, in which the buckets‘are sup 
ported in an inversed position. Such racks are 
used for supporting the buckets so as to permit 
them ‘to dry after having been washed and 
cleaned. - ' 

' The objectof the invention is to ‘provide a 
rack' for this purpose in which the buckets or 
like containers may be easily arranged and safely 
supported. A more speci?c object of the inven 
tion is to provide a rack to support milk buckets 
or the like containers having a. body portion with 
handles extending there above and a neck por 
tionof decreaseddiameter in an inverted posi 
tion in the rack. A further purpose of the in 
vention is to provide a rack to support milk 
buckets of the type specified in which the con 
tainers will be held in position by automatic snap 
locking means gripping behind a ?ange extend 
ing below the body portion of the buckets and 
arranged substantially along the periphery there 
f_ . ._ 

Still afurther object of the invention is to 
‘provide a rack for milk buckets of the kind spec 
i?ed, vwhichenables an easy handling of the buck 
ets. I More speci?cally it is an object of the 
invention ‘to. provide a rack, which enables a 
bucket to be arranged in its support position 
with one hand only without the necessity of oper 
ating the snap action locking means adapted to 
grip behind the bottom ?ange‘of the bucket. 
The invention is more speci?cally described 

hereinafter, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawing, in which 

Fig- 1 is a side elevation of a rack according 
to the invention and 

Fig. 2 is a front perspective view of the same. 
Fig. 3 is an end elevation of another embodi 

ment of the invention, and 
Fig. 4 is a vertical section thru a pawl mem-v 

ber and the supporting means thereof as used 
in any of the racks according‘ to Figs. 1 thru 3. 

Referring to Fig. 1 two brackets 2 are by means 
of bolts, screws or other fastening means (not 
shown) ?xed on a wall I. Each of'the brackets 
2 are provided with two lugs 3 in which are sup 
ported rods or tubes 4 and 5. The distance be 
tween these rods corresponds substantially to 
the height of the body portion a of a milk bucket‘ 
comprising a substantially cylindrical body por 
tion having along its bottom edge a cylindrical 
?ange b extending below the bottom portion and 
having at its top end a neck portion 0 of decreased 
diameter and further having handles d1 and dz 
adapted to carry the bucket and extending above 
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the body portion. On the upper ‘rod 4 pawls 6 
are mounted for swivelling movement and in 
mutual spaced relationship spaced slightly more 
than the diameter of the bucket. These pawls 
are by means ofv abutments ‘I as moredetailed 
shown in Fig. 4 mounted on the rod 4 prevented 
from moving below the horizontal position shown 
in Fig. 1. Fig. 4'is a ‘vertical section thru'a pawl 
as shown in Fig. l. The pawl‘which is generally 
referred to as 6 has a body portion 6a and a sub 
stantially cylindrical portion 6b- with a through 
going bore 60. Below the body portion 6a- the 
cylindrical portion Eb is separated'into two parts, 
'of which only the one part Ed is shown in Fig. 4. 
Between these'two parts a slot-is provided to 
receive the abutment 1 serving the purpose of 
keeping the pawls in the horizontal position and 
simultaneously serving the purpose of keeping 
the pawls in position on the rod 4 preventing 
them from sliding sidewardly. The free ends of 
the pawls are wedge-shaped at their free ends 
at 6]‘ so that the pawls are automatically, lifted 
when a milk bucket is supported in an ,inversed 
position on the rod 5 and with the edge ofits 
bottom urged against the inclined surface 6)‘ 
of the corresponding pawl‘ 6. ‘Thereby the pawl 
will fall down behind the cyli'ndricalz?ange 8 of 
the bucket forming a snap action look so as to 
retain the same safely in the rack. 
The buckets are placed in their inverted sup 

ported position in the following way which will 
be more easily understood with reference to Fig. 
2, which is a perspective view of the rack shown 
in Fig. 1 adapted to carry two buckets, being un 
derstood, however, that a plurality of pawls can 
be arranged forming a rack for a larger number 
of buckets. The bucket to be supported is gripped 
in inverted position and arranged with a shoulder 
portion of the body supported of the lower rod 
5 with the handle all behind said rod.v Hereafter 
only one hand is necessary. The operator just 
pushes the bottom of the bucket in direction of 
the pawl, until it snaps down behind the bottom 
?ange. It will be understood that it is not neces 
sary to operate the pawls manually during the 
mounting. The bucket is only gripped with one 
hand in the handle and with the other hand in 
the bottom flange b, whereafter the ‘bucket is 
lifted. Hereby the pawl will also be lifted to a 
position, in which the other handle can pass 
above the bottom rod 5, whereafter the bucket 
is released from the rack. The rack may, as 
shown in Fig. 3, constitute part of a frame 9 
adapted to be supported on the ground by means 
of a base II]. In this case the frame may suitably 



3 
be provided with two horizontal rods 5a and it» 
on each side so that the rack will be capable of 
carrying two rows of buckets. To this end, oppo-' 
sitely directed pawls 6a, 6b are mounted on the 
upper bar 4, which are adapted to co-operate 
with similar abutments 1a, 7b as in Fig. 1. 

It is an essential feature of the present con 
struction. that the. retaining members’ of the rack 
are in the form of pawls or the like pivotable 
in a vertical plane about a horizontal axis, the 
lifting of said members being hereby substantial-' 
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ly facilitated. Likewise, the removal of a. milk . 
bucket from the rack may be effected without 
the pawl being lifted by hand, the pawl being 
swung upwards when the bucket is lifted so much 
that its handle becomes disengaged from the 
lower supporting bar. 
The invention is not limited to they embodi 

ment described with reference to the drawing, ' 
but may be modi?ed in- several respects within 
the scope] of. the appended claims. 

- I claim; . 

l. A rack for milk buckets or like containers 
provided with a cylindrical bottom ?ange, com 
prising a horizontal bar for supporting a plurality 
of containers adjacent each other in an inversed 
position at their top portions, means for engag 
ing said containers at their upturned bottom 
?anges, said means including a horizontal axle 
and. a plurality of pawls pivoted on said. hori 
zontal axle and each having an oblique end face 
adaptedto be engaged by the bottom ?ange of a 
container. whenv inserting the same in the rack so 
as to cause said pawls to be lifted selectivelyand 
subsequently drop behind said bottom ?ange for 
retaining the container in. the rack, means for 
supporting said pawls in such position as to pre 
sent their oblique end faces to said bottom ?anges 
when inserting containers in the rack, and 
brackets. supporting both said horizontal bar and 
said horizontal axle. 

2. A rack‘ fora milk bucket or like container 
provided with a cylindrical bottom ?ange, com 
prising a horizontal bar for supporting a con 
tainer in an inverse position at its top portion; 
means for engaging said container at its upturned 
bottom. ?ange, said means including a horizontal 
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axle mounted above said horizontal bar and a 
pawl pivoted on said horizontal axle and having 
an oblique end face adapted to be engaged by the 
bottom ?ange of the container when inserting 
the same in the rack so as to cause'said pawl to 
belifted and subsequently drop behind said bot 
tom ?ange for retaining the container in the 
rack, and meansifor supporting said pawl in such 
position as topresent its oblique end face to said 
bottom ?ange when inserting the container in the 
‘rack. 

3. A. rack. for milk buckets or like containers 
‘provided with a cylindrical bottom ?ange, com 
prising a horizontal bar for supporting a plural 
ity' of containers adjacent each other in an in 
versed. position at their top portions, means for 
engaging‘ said containers at their upturned bot 
tom ?anges, said means including a horizontal 
axle mounted above said horizontal bar, and a 
plurality of pawls pivoted on said horizontal axle 
and each having an oblique end face adapted to 
be engaged by the bottom ?ange of a container 
when inserting the same in the rack‘ so as to 
cause said pawlsto be lifted selectively and sub 
sequently drop behind said bottom ?ange for re 
taining the container in the rack; means for sup 
porting said pawls in such position as to present 
their oblique end faces to said bottom?anges 
when inserting containers in the rack. 
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