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customarily, containers such as buckets and 
cans for paints, oils, greases, etc., have a groove 
top in which the ?ange of the lid frictionally ?ts, 
a tight seal of metal to metal being thereby pro 
vided for shipping and handling. After the lid 
is once removed for use, the paint or other con 
tent soon accumulates in the groove and, for 
instance, in painting out of such a bucket or 1 
can, this accumulation is not only spilled over 
on the outside of the container, thereby increas 
ing the mussiness, but when it is desired to replace 
the lid, the groove cannot be cleaned adequately, 
and as the paint tends to be irregular in distri 
bution about the groove, the lid cannot again be 
seated air-tight. Accordingly, the air oxidizes 
and wastes the remaining can contents. Also, 
as the lid becomes stuck, it is di?lcult to remove 
later. In accordance with the present invention, 
it now becomes possible to eliminate such di?i 
culties. And a groove top of this character may 
provide the desired tight metal-to-metal seal of 
the lid to a container as usual, but after the lid 
is removed the groove is closed by a guard and 
liquid material is excluded. On ultimately re 
moving the guard, a clean groove is ready to again 
receive the lid ?ange. The device saves time and 
labor, and obviates excess mussiness. It is also 
low in cost. Other objects and advantages will 
appear from the following description. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 

related ends, the invention, then, comprises the 
features hereinafter fully described and particu 
larly pointed out in the claims, the following 
description and the annexed drawing setting 
forth in detail certain illustrative embodiments 
of the invention, these being indicative, however, 
of but a few of the various ways in which the 
principle of the invention may be employed. 
In said annexed drawing: 
Fig. l is a perspective view of a guard in accord 

ance with the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view show 

ing the top portion of a container with a guard 
in place; 

Figs. 3 and 3a are fragmentary vertical sections 
showing lids of different types in normal position 
on a container, with the flange seated in the 
groove in metal-to-metal seal; and 

Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the groove cov 
ered by the guard after the lid has been removed. 
With a container of groove-top character, as 

indicated, after the lid is pried off, the guard pro 
vided by the present invention is placed as a cover 
inthe groove. As seen in Fig. 3, the container C 
before removal of the lid L has the ?ange ,f 
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seated in the groove 2 in metal-to-metal contact 
and against the upturned wall 3 of the groove, 
as common in groove-top buckets and cans. In 
Fig. 3a the ?ange seats with f’ against wall 3 and 
also against the outer wall. Enough space is left 
between the edge 4 or 4' of the lid to permit inser 
tion of a screw-driver blade or the like for prying 
off the lid. Thus, with the lid removed, it is seen 
from Fig. 4 that the guard 5 may be placed in 
position covering the groove, the outer periphery 
of the guard being dimensioned to ?t against the 
outer wall, and the inner periphery of the guard 
being dimensioned to ?t against the inner groove 
wall. The guard 5 may be molded, or stamped 
or cut from sheet stock, and the material may be 
metal, rubber, fabric or cord impregnated with 
?lling, plastic, or cellulosic material such as pulp 
board, cardboard, etc. Cellulosic material has an 
advantage of allowing a snug crowd ?t, and it 
can also absorb oil to some extent. The thick 
ness of stock may vary, depending upon condi 
tions to be met, and upon the size of the con 
tainer, but in general, all that is required is that 
the guard fairly well ?ll the space so as to leave 
practically no room for possible accumulation of 
paint or oil, etc., on its top, and since the outside 
wall is higher than the inner groove wall, any 
paint or oil, etc., which may be dragged out by 
a brush, for instance, tends to ?nd its way back 
into the container. For easy removal of the guard 
after it has served its purpose, a lifting-tab 6 is 
desirably provided. This may be on the inner 
periphery, as illustrated in Fig. l, or it may be 
on the outer periphery, as illustrated in Fig. 2, 
the positioning being determined largely by con- . 
venience of manufacture and favorable cutting 
of stock, etc. After the guard has served its pur 
pose, as for instance while the bucket or can is 
used for the dipping-in of a paint brush during 
painting, by lifting by means of the tab 6, the 
guard is raised out from its position covering the 
groove, and any paint or oil, etc. on top thereby 
?ows on into the container, and the groove under 
heath the guard is found clean as when the guard 
was applied in the ?rst instance. Thereupon, the 
lid can be immediately replaced, for the preser 
vation of the contents remaining in the con 
tainer, until another time for usage. 
Groove guards as here provided, being of small 

cost, can advantageously be applied for such tem 
porary usages in maintaining clean grooves for. 
lid replacement, and may then be discarded. 
Other modes of applying the principle of the 

invention may be employed, change being made 
as regards the detail described, provided the fea 
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tures stated in the following claim, or the 
equivalent of such, be employed. 
I therefore particularly point out and dis 

tinctly claim as my invention: 
A container having in its top an opening and 

a surrounding annular groove to receive a lid 
?ange, and means for ?lling the annular groove 
and exposing the adjacent inner and outer mar 
gins of' the container top and its opening, com 
prising a ?ange-substituting annular narrow ?at 
sheet ?ller ?tted in the groove and frictionally 
engaging against the inner wall of the groove by 
its inner periphery and frictionally engaging‘ 
against the outer wall of the groove by its outer 
periphery, and a lifting tab on said annular ?ller. 

JOHN W. BROWN. 
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