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1 
This invention relates to the stacking of bar 

rels and the like, more particularly to a device 
for use in stacking tobacco hogsheads so as to 
facilitate the transportation thereof. 
More speci?c objects of the invention are to 

provide means including readily removable 

5 Claims. (01. 21.4-10.5) 

chocks or braces for maintaining a plurality of ' 
hogsheads in stacked superposed relation on a 

» truck so that a relatively large load can be ar 
ranged in a relatively small space; so that rela 
tive shifting of the hogsheads with respect to 
each other and to the truck will be prevented; 
so that the hogsheads can be unloaded with 
facility when desired; and so that the problem 
of returning the equipment for reuse at the same 
starting point will be reduced to a minimum. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention is 

illustrated in the accompanying drawing in 
which: 
Fig. l is an end elevation of two superposed 

tiers of barrels arranged in a row extending 
transversely of a truck and showing a stacking 
devicein accordance with this invention applied 
thereto. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective 
disassembled view of the stacking device. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary side eleva 
tion of the stacking device. _ 

Fig. 4 is a top plan of the structure shown in 
Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a vertical section taken on the line 
indicated at 5—5 of Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged end elevation of the 
stacking device. 
Referring to the drawing in detail, the numeral 

l indicates the bed of a truck having suitably 
secured abutment rails 2 extending along the 
sides and throughout the length thereof. Mount 
ed on the truck i are a plurality of barrels 3 
arranged in a row extending transversely of 
the truck and consisting of upper and lower 
superposed tiers 1i and 5 respectively. A fully 
loaded truck would comprise additional similarly 
constituted and arranged rows so as to utilize 
fully the usable length of the truck. 
Disposed between the tiers 4 and 5 is a stack 

ing device in accordance with this invention and 
including a ?at bar or board 6. Located at each 
end of the board 6 are a pair of plates 1 and 8 
secured to the upper and lower faces respectively 
of the board. The plates 1 and 8 are of greater 
width than the board and side edge portions 
thereof project beyond the side edges of the 
board as indicated at 9. 

slidably mounted on each of the plates 1 is a 
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chock it! which is removably secured to the plate 
by straps l l countersunk in the lower face there-I 
of and having U-bent end portions l2, each re 
ceiving a projecting edge portion 9 therein. Pro 
jecting from a recess iii in the chock I0 is a piv 
otally mounted spring pressed pawl M for en 
gagement with a row of apertures l5 through the 
plate 7. By way of example, the pawl is shown 
mounted intermediate its ends on a pin or bolt 
20 extending transversely of and entirely through 
the chock, with a spring 2| bearing against the 
inner end of the pawl so as to bias the outer end 
thereof toward the apertured plate. 
An identical chock l6, disposed upside down 

with respect to the chock "his slidably secured 
to the plates, which also is provided with a row 
of apertures l5. Permanently secured to the 
lower face of the board?B, midway the length 
thereof, is a substantially triangular spreader I‘! 
for engagement with the barrels 3 of the lower 
tier 5. ' ‘ 

Supported on the bed I, between each rail 2 
and the adjacent barrel 3, is a plate [8 similar in 
every respect to the plates 1 and 8 except the 
plates 18 are slightly shorter. Each plate l8 
abuts a rail 2, and seated on each plate [8 is a 
chock I9 similar to and functioning in the same 
manner as the chocks ID, being held against the 
barrels in the tier 5 by the engagement of pawls 
23 with the apertured plates i8. Preferably the 
chocks i9 are slidably secured to the plates 18 
by means of straps 22 similar in every respect 
to the straps‘ H, and the plates I8 are secured 

v to relatively short and thin boards 24.‘ Prefer 
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ably the plates I8, ‘I and Bare provided at their 
inner ends with stops 25 for cooperation with 
the'associated pawls and apertures to maintain 
the chocks and plates in assembled relation when 
not in use. 

Conveniently, the boards '6 and 24, spreader I1 
and chocks ii], iii and I9 may be formed of solid 
wood, with the plates, pawls and securing straps 
‘formed of metal, although the material employed 
is unimportant so long as it possesses the re 
quired strength‘without unnecessary weight. 
In use, a tier of barrels such as 5 is loaded on 

a truck, and a board 6 carrying lower chocks l6 » 
at its ends is placed on the tier with the spreader 
l1 between the individual barrels thereof. The 
boards 24, plates l8 and chocks l9 are then 
placed, and the chocks l9 and t6 adjusted trans 
versely of the truck so as to snugly hold the 
barrels against the spreader H which slightly 
spaces the barrels apart. 
The upper tier 4 is then placed on the board, 
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and the chocks I0 slid into place and adjusted to 
hold the individual barrels of the tier in engage 
ment with each other midway between the planes 
of the rails 2. Owing to the slight spacing of the 
barrels in the lower tier, the mutually engag 
ing barrels of the upper tier will .be disposed with 
their centers of gravity slightly inward of the 
centers of gravity of the barrels in the lower tier 
to reduce any tendency of side sway of the upper 
tier or of the two tiers as a unit, thereby tend 
ing to stabilize the load. Additional rows of 
upper and lower tiers may be loaded in the same 
manner. 
When it is desired to unload the barrels, the 

chocks III are removed after disengaging their 
pawls [4 from the plates 1. In the event of any 
binding of the pawls, this maybe relieved by ap 
plying a leverage tool, such as a crowbar, to one 
of the barrels, and if necessary. a suitable tool 
may be inserted under the pawl to aid in disen 
gaging it from the plate. As soon as the chocks 
I0 have been removed, the upper tier barrels may 
be rolled or lifted off, and the board 6 with chocks 
l6 removed, after which the chocks I9 may be 
removed in the same manner as the chocks l0, 
permitting removal of the barrels in the lower 
tier. 
Due to their relatively small size and compact 

nature, the idle stacking elements can be stored 
beneath the bed or in other unused space for re 
turn to the loading point or until again needed. 

I claim: 
1. A stacking apparatus for maintaining super 

posed upper and lower tiers of barrels in a trans 
verse row on a truck .provided with abutment rails 
comprising, apertured plates seated on the truck 
bed in contact with the rails, chocks slidably 
mounted on the plates and having pawls for en 
gagement therewith to hold the chocks against the 
lower tier barrels, a board extending transversely 
of the truck between the upper and lower ‘tiers of 
barrels, a centrally located spreader depending 
from the board between ‘adjacent barrels of the 
lower tier to hold them slightly apart, ‘apertured 
plates on the upper and lower ‘faces of the board 
at both ends thereof vand having marginal ‘por 
tions projecting beyond the .side vedges of the 
board, upper and lower chocks having straps'with 
end portions slidably securing them to ‘said mar 
ginal portions, and pawls on said upper and lower 
chocks for engagement with the apertured'plates 
on the .board to 'hold the upper tier barrels 
against each other and the lower tier barrels 
against the spreader. 

2. A stacking apparatus for maintaining super_ 
posed upper and lower tiers of barrelsin a trans 
verse row on a truck provided with abutment rails 
comprising, plates seated on ‘the truck bed in 
contact with the rails, chocks slidablymounted 
on the plates, said chocks and plates having co 
acting means to hold the chocks against the 'lower 
tier barrels, a board extending transversely of the 
truck between the upper and lower tiers of bar 
rels and having a centrally located spreader de 
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4 
pending therefrom, plates on the upper and lower 
faces of the board at both ends thereof and hav 
ing marginal portions projecting beyond the side 
edges of the board, and upper and lower chocks 
having straps with end portions slidably securing 
them to said marginal portions, said upper and 
lower chocks and plates connected therewith hav 
ing coacting means to hold the upper tier barrels 
against each other and the lower tier barrels 
against the spreader. 

3. A stacking device for maintaining upper and 
lower tiers of barrels in superposed relation com 
prising, a board extending transversely of the 
barrels between the upper and lower tiers thereof, 
a centrally located spreader depending from the 
board between adjacent barrels of the lower tier, 
apertured plates on the upper and lower faces 
of the board at both ends thereof and having 
marginal portions projecting beyond the side 
edges of the board, upper and lower chocks hav 
ing straps with end portions slidably securing 
them to said marginal portions, and pawls on the 
chocks for engagement with the apertured plates 
to hold the barrels of the upper tier against each 
vother and the barrels of the lower tier against 
the spreader. 

4. A stacking device for maintaining upper and 
lower'tiers of barrels-in superposedrelation com 
prising, a board extending transversely of the 
barrels between the upper and lower tiers thereof 
and having a centrally located spreader depend 
ing therefrom, plates on the upper and lower 
faces of the board at both ends thereof and hav 
ing marginal portions projecting beyond the side 
edges of the board, and upper and lower chocks 
having straps with end portions slidably securing 
them to said marginal portions, said chocks and 
plates having coacting means for holding the 
barrels of the upper tier against each other and 
barrels of the lower tier against the spreader. 

1 5. A stacking device for maintaining upper and 
lower tiers of barrels in superposed relation com 
prising, a board extending transversely of the 
barrels between the upper and lower tiers there 
of, plates on the upper and lower faces of the 
board at both ends thereof and having marginal 
portions projecting beyond the side edges of the 
board, and upper and lower chocks having straps 
with end portions slidably securing them to said 
marginal portions, said chocks and plates having 
coacting means to hold the chocks against the 
upper and lower tiers of barrels to prevent lateral 
displacement thereof. 
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