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1 
My invention consists in new and useful im 

provements in a tape dispensing device and is 
primarily designed for use in connection with 
cylindrical containers carrying rolls of tape of 
the type having an adhesive substance applied to 
one or both surfaces thereof. It will be under 
stood, however, that I do not intend to con?ne 
the invention to such use as the device may be 
e?ectively employed with various forms of tape 
to be dispensed. 

Heretofore, in dispensing adhesive strip mate 
rial such as synthetic plastic gummed tape, surgi 
cal tape, electrician’s tape, and the like, consider 
able time has been consumed and inconvenience 
encountered in starting or releasing the leading 
end of the strip which often adheres with tenacity 
to any adjacent surface. - 
The principal object of my invention is to pro 

vide in connection with such ‘a tape dispensing 
device, an improved means for disengaging and 
lifting the leading end of a strip of rolled tape 
so as to present said end in a, readily accessible 
position for gripping with the ?ngers of the user. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

?rmly supported thumb actuated mechanism 
adapted to act upon the leading end of a'strip of 
tape with the combined functions of disengaging, 
lifting and cutting, whereby the dispensing of the 
desired length of tape is greatly facilitated. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

device of this character which may be originally 
formed as a part of a tape container assembly or 
may be separately constructed as an attachment 
for conventional containers, spools, or rolls. In 
either event, the principle of operation and the 
effectiveness of performance are the same. 
A still'further object of the‘invention is to pro 

vide a tape dispensing device which is simple and 
inexpensive in construction, and one which pre 
sents an attractive appearance, conformingsub 
stantially to the general contour of the container. 
With the above and other objects in view which 

wil1 appear as the description proceeds, my in 
vention consists in the novel features hereinafter 
set forth, illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, and more particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims. 
Referring to the drawings, in which numerals 

of like character designate similar parts through 
out the several views: 
Figure 1 is a view in side elevation showing the 

form of the invention wherein the device com 
prises an attachment for a conventional tape 
container. In this ?gure the parts are in normal 
or rest position; » 
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2 
Figure 2 is a similar view showing the parts in 

the active or dispensing position; ‘ ' ’ 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary view similar to Fig 

ure 1 showing the cutting knife in position for 
severing the tape; ‘ 

Figure 4 is a transverse vertical section on an 
enlarged scale taken on line 4—4 of Figure 1; 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of the dispensing 

attachment applied to a tape container; ' 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 

on line 6-4-6 of Figure 4; ‘ ‘ - , 

Figure 7 is a view in side elevation showing the 
form of the invention wherein the dispensing de 
vice comprises an original part of the tape con 
tainer assembly; ' 

‘ Figure 8 is a transverse sectional view taken on 
line 8-8 of Figure7; and» ' ‘ ‘ ' 

Figure 9 is a fragmentary section‘ on line 9——9 
of Figure 8. ' ‘ ‘ ' ' v 

' In the drawings, referring ?rst to Figures 1 to 
6, illustrating the separate attachment form'of 
the'invention, the numeral l0 designates a' con 
ventional adhesive tape container consisting of 
the inner member or ?anged spool H on which 
a reel of adhesive‘ strip 12 is wound, andthe outer 
member or annular housing l3 within'which the 
spool l l is adapted to be removably inserted with 
a spring ?t._ In the form illustrated, the housing 
I3 consists simply of a cylindrical‘casing l4‘hav— 
ing one of its annular edges rolled outwardly 
from the axis of the housing to form a head 15, 
its opposite annular edge being rolled inwardly; 
toward said axis to form a bead l 6 which acts as 
a stop for the spool I I which is inserted through 
the other side of the housing in the usual man 

. ner as shown in Figure 4. 
The ‘only alteration required to adaptv the con 

ventional housing l3 for accommodating the dis 
pensing attachment, is the provision of a trans 
verse slot I‘! in the periphery of the cylindrical 
casing M to permit the passage of the leading 
end of the tape'or'strip l2 being dispensed with 
out' removing the spool from the housing as will‘ 
hereinafter appear. 
The dispensing attachment comprises a, frame. 

or collar member [8 composed of metal, plastic, orv 
any suitable material and having side walls l9; 
spaced apart a 'su?icient distance to permit inser 
tion therebetween of a portion of the housing 13 
and to engage the outer sides of said housing with , 
a close spring ?t. The side walls I9 are joined by 
curved end walls 20, the'curvature of'said walls 
conforming substantially to the peripheral'con 
tour "of the adjacent portion of the’ho‘using vI3, 
the height of said side walls l9‘a'n'd the‘longi 
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tudinal spacing of the curved end walls 20 being 
such that When the collar I8 is in place on the 
housing, a predetermined portion of the periph 
ery of the housing projects through and beyond 
the upper con?nes of the collar. 
A substantially U-shaped actuating yoke 2|, 

consisting of spaced arms 22, connected by cross 
head '23, is pivotally mounted on the collar |8 
by suitable pivot pins 24 which extend through 
respective arms 22 and side walls I9 of the collar. 
The head 23 is preferably curved to normally con 
form substantially to the contour of the periphery 
of the casing l4 and is provided along its forward 
edge with a transverse knife 25 which is directed 
slightly downwardly toward the periphery of the 
casing H. The knife 25 may be of the type hav 
ing a serrated cutting edge or simply a sharp 
regular cutting edge. ‘ 
The pivot pins '24 are located rearwardly of the , 

vertical center of side walls I9 and in the form 
shown, the arms 22 are directed at a rearward 
angle so that when the collar is in place and the 
yoke 2| is at rest or normal position, the arms 22 
pass through a chord of the circle described by 
the periphery of the housing |3 as shown in Fig- - 
ures 1 to 3. By this arrangement the head 23 of 
the yoke 2| undergoes an eccentric movement 
away from the periphery of casing |4 upon the 
rearward swinging of the yoke on its fulcrum as 
will be seen from Figure 2, While a forward swing 
ing of the yoke brings the knife 25 into operative 
engagement with said periphery. 
A substantially U-shaped tape lifting bail 26 is 

fulcrumed to the pivoted ends of the yoke arms 
22, the fulcrum 21 of said bail being eccentric 
with respect to the pivotal pins 24 of the yoke. 
In the form shown, this pivotal connection of the 
bail is accomplished by bending the opposite ex 
tremities of the bail legs inwardly to form the 
pivots 2'! which engage complementary open 
ings in the arms 22, the inner ends of said pivots 
2'! extending through the arms 22 and riding in 
arcuate slots 28 in the adjacent side walls IQ of 
the collar I8. The lower ends of the bail legs ‘are 
rearwardly offset as at 29 so as to normally posi 
tion the main portion of the bail forwardly of but 
substantially in line with the yoke arms 22, with 
the cross bar 30 of the bail underlying the yoke 
head 23 to the rear of the knife edge 25 as shown 
in Figure 5. ‘ 

When the device is used in connection with a '' 
dispensing container of the type having an annu 
lar bead I5, it is desirable to cut a notch 3| in said 
bead to accommodate the cross bar 30 of the bail 
when the yoke and hail assembly are in the ex 
treme forward cutting position. 
In order to facilitate manipulation of the yoke 

2| the head 23 is preferably provided with a 
knurled face 32 as shown in Figure 5. 
With the form of the invention just described 

the attachment is applied to a conventional tape 
dispensing container by slipping the collar l8 
into position over the housing l3 and the yoke 2| 
is swung rearwardly to the position shown in 
Figure 2. The leading end of the tape l2, having 
been inserted through the slot I‘! in the casing 
I4, is pulled outwardly to unreel a su?lcient 
length of the tape so that the end of the tape lies 
over the cross bar of bail 26, after which the yoke 
2| is returned to its forward position. In the nor 
mal or rest position as shown in Figure 1, the 
head 23 of the yoke 2| is forward in close prox 
imity to the casing l4 with the knife edge 25 
pressed ?rmly against the leading end of the ad‘ 
hesive strip l2 and the cross bar 30 of the bail 
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26 resting in the notch 3| in bead |5 and under 
lying the strip l2. 
In operation the container is grasped in the 

hand of the user with the thumb engaging the 
knurled face 32 on the yoke head 23 and the 
yoke is swung rearwardly on its pivot to the posi 
tion shown in Figure 2. The bail '26, being eccen 
trioally fulcrumed on the lower ends of the yoke 
arms 22, is thus thrust outwardly from the pe 
riphery of the casing l4, disengaging the leading 
end of the tape from said casing and presenting 
the same in an extended position so that it may 
be readily grasped with the ?ngers of the user. 
The tape is then unreeled to the desired length 
and the yoke 2| returned to its extreme forward 
position as shown in Figure 3, bringing the knife 
25 into engagement with the tape and pressing 
the same tightly against the adjacent periphery 
of the casing I4. The length of tape is then 
torn off against the knife edge, leaving the re 
maining leading edge of the tape adhering to 
the periphery of the casing until the foregoing 
operations are repeated. 
In the form of the invention shown in Figures 

7 to 9, the dispensing device forms an original 
part of the tape container assembly as distin 
guished from an attachment. In these ?gures 40 
represents a cylindrical casing which houses a 
reel of tape 4| mounted on a core 42, the leading 
end of the tape 4| being inserted through a 
transverse slot 43 in the periphery of the casing 
40. The yoke 44 is pivoted directly to the side 
walls of the casing 40 by pivot pins 45 and the 
lifting bail 46 is eccentrically fulcrumed to the 
arms of the yoke 44 in a manner similar to that 
described in connection with the bail 26 in the 
previous form of the invention. The operation 
and functions of the parts in this modified form 
of the invention are similar to those just de 
scribed and it is believed unnecessary to repeat 
the same. 
From the foregoing it is believed that my in 

vention may be readily understood by those 
skilled in the art without further description, it 
being borne in mind that numerous changes may 
be made in the details of construction without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. For 
example. while I have shown and described the 
invention both in the form of an attachment for 
conventional tape containers and as a manufac 
tured assembly, it is clearly within the scope of 
my conception to apply a dispensing device of 
this character directly to a roll or spool of tape 
where the spool itself forms the container. Fur 
thermore, while I have described the invention as 
used primarily in connection with adhesive tape, 
it is also adaptable for use in dispensing any 
type of strip material including strip material 
separated into units by a series of spaced lines 
of perforation. ' 

I claim: 
_I. A tape dispenser comprising a tape'con 

tamer for housing a roll of tape, a tape-severing 
element presenting a cutting edge and pivotally 
mounted with respect to said container for swing 
ing movement from a tape-severing position 
whereat the said cutting edge engages'the pe 
riphery of the container to a retracted positon 
whereat the cutting edge is spaced outwardly 
from the said periphery to facilitate the free 
feeding of the leading end of a roll of tape from 
said container, and a tape-lifting element pre 
senting a cross-bar to underlie the leading end of 

_ the tape, said tape-lifting element beingpivotally 
mounted on said tape-severing element ec_centri~. 
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cally of the fulcrum of the latter for imparting 
outward movement to said cross-bar with respect 
to the periphery of 'the container and relative 
bodily movement of the cross-bar with respect to 
the said severing element in response to the re 
traction of the latter. - 

2. A tape dispenser comprising a container 
provided with a transverse slot in its periphery, a 
roll of tape housed in said container with its lead 
ing end fed out through said slot, a yoke pivotally 
mounted with respect to said container and pre 
senting a knife edge bridging the periphery of the 
container and movable from a tape-severing posi 
tion whereat the said knife edge engages the pe 
riphery of the container forwardly of said slot to 
a retracted position, a transverse tape-lifting ele 
ment underlying the leading end of the tape be 
tween the tape-severing position of the knife edge 
and the slot, and means responsive to the retrac 
tion of the knife edge for lifting the tape-lifting 

10 

20 

2,611,432 

element away from the periphery of the con 
tainer to freely present the lead 'end of the tape, 
the retracted position of the knife edge being 
rearwardly or the lifted position of the tape-lift 
ing element to permit a free grasping of the lead 
end of the tape and to permit free egress of the 
tape from the slot. 

‘ ARTHUR F. TALLMAN. 
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