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‘ This invention ; relates to va,‘ma‘n'ually portable 
accessory‘ case ‘and moreparticularly to such, a 
case or kit which provides an extendable plat. 
form therein, and compartments v_ for accessories. 
The general utility of such-.a'caseor kit resides 

in its use for some particular purpose._Whil_e 
the invention is not limited to‘ a ‘particular use, 
it is herein illustrated, anddescribedwith I813: 
tion to a manually portable case providing a 
platform for, supporting, an "infant" while per 
forming the usual attentions which are required, 
and providing receptacles and compartmentsto 
receive the required accessories. ?-Everyonenwho 
has had the responsibility of‘ caring for an. .111 
fant while temporarily awaynfrom the usual 
conveniences at home realizes the advantages 
of having available a convenient‘platform on 
which the infant maybe placed ‘for necessary 
attentions, I and having h equally convenient the 
necessary accessories forsuchi a purpose, ‘ If _the 
case is employed for __attending the needs of an 
infant, manifestly ‘the, accessories “in the; corn 
partments would ‘beselected for that particular 
purpose, though‘manifestly if the casewere to 
be. emplgyesl for; 8» di?erent. purpose. the. acces 
sories in the compartments may be appropriately 
varied- . _, ,. ._ 

Broadly the inventioncomprises aarnanually 
portable‘ case substantially of the’ hand luggage 
type, having a platform and ‘a plurality’ of unq 
derlying compartments arranged to supportethe 
overlying platform, and a telescoping enclosing 
cover member hinged in the plane of the, plat 
form whereby the coverv member may be swung 
on the hinge so that‘its planar top is coplanar 
with the platform and provides an extension 
thereof, the case having'means to support the 
cover in such coplanar position.v Ancillary to 
such platform and cover, certain of the com 
partments may have therein trays hingedly 
mounted at one end to swing from their normal 
position underlying the platform to, a position 
underlying the opened cover, and to serve as 
the support means for the cover when the cover 
is swung back coplanar with the platform.“ _ 
The objects of the invention are to provide an 

interfolding accessory case convenient for manual 
transport and having a platform therein enlarge 
able upon opening a coverforthe case. 7 H __ I 
A further object is toprovide in manually 

portable inter-folding case‘ having a platform 
therein, hingedly mountedtrayi compartments to 
receive accessories, and adaptedrfor swinging to 
a supporting position for -a.,.ooplanar'extension-of 
the platform. 7 ,_ ‘ g a 
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Another. object is .tQ-provide a: manually new 
able accessory, case having a platform therein; and 
a, plurality of. -_Storase l. compartments 1 nesting 
thereunder, _, and a cover member I’ having its 
planar top. hinged thematic ofv the ,platiqrm 
and having side panels, for telescopically @9108: 
mg the“ compartments arresting trays therein 
whenthe cover iselosed. overthe platfermg 

' Qne form'nin. which the‘ invention maybe girl-1 
bodied isdescribed. herein. and. illustrated. in the, 
accompanying drawings ihb?i'ng understood that 
variations of \ details-maybe resorted to ‘Without 
departing from the invention which is de?ned in 
the, appended ‘claims. ' 
lnthedrawmgr. . a - _-, i .,> Y 

_ Big: lis a perspectiveview or the case in" closed 
position-c‘ ‘ a‘ . _ .1 1 . a, r; .- - 

. ,Fig- 215 apersrective view. olfthacase in an 
open ,position,_ and trayymembers at a swung 
back:PositionSuPP9i‘tinet1i¢.¢Ql/er-.. . . . - . 

Fig. :3 isa perspective view of ‘thencasehinran 
open position, with trays nested vvithin?the case. 

p -} jig: a ,iswa?fragmentary perspective view of the 
rear-wall Qfphggaislefa, ,, -.I . .1” .i' 

.is- else redial. csec'itionpglline?h‘i of Fié- 3: 
Fig-leis. a fragmentary,enlarsediplan View of 

the rear end of one trayhand shows itslhinge con 
nection tohtlhe rearwall of “thecase, an‘ over 
lvirlg nlatfQrmmemw being removed?- _. .> ,. 
Ilia '1 18a vertipal section-911 line l—1 area 
‘Referring to‘ the drawing in whichnlikeeref-v 

erence characters vindicate corresponding parts'iir 
the several views, the manually portable case of 
the invention generallyiindicatedl 9 is provided 

, with a‘ bottom section generally’ indicated 1'0! in 
which‘ I] Vista planarjv-bott‘oin‘wall extendingsub 
stahtiallytthéulength and width of the bottom 
section. , A platform t2 overlies‘ the bottom‘ in 
spaced parallel ‘relation and is substantially of 
similar shape and area‘ as the'bottom. 'The'plat 
foijm'is'supported insu'ch‘spaced relation by suit,-_ 
able perpendicular Supporting" walls which pro 
vide storagespace between the bottom wall and 
the Platform- jvPrje'férably‘Sweetener? spacev is 
divided?into' ‘several compartments‘, in which 
event tlievplatform mayxbewsupportedby aLppa-ir of 
relatively .spaceduilongitudinal central walls} [3 
each‘of'which is 'spacedinwardly from‘ a side edge 
of the bottom wall. Further’ support for theplats 
form, is previide‘d'et the‘, rear. by transverse rear 
wall I4, andrat the frontby verticalpfront wall 
portions !5,_the latter extending from therelar 
tively spaced longitudinal‘walls 1:31. to the adjacent 
sideedses ofthe perimeter-‘of bottom H animat 
form [2. Thusy'the‘re'are provided between the 
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bottom wall and the platform three compart 
ments of the longitudinal depth of the bottom 
section I9. These compartments are designated 
a central compartment I6 open at the front wall 
and closed at its sides and rear by the respective 
longitudinal walls I3 and rear wall I4, and an 
elongated side compartment at each side of the 
central compartment, designated respectively, I‘! 
and I8.. The side compartments I1, I8_are each 
closed at front by front walls I5, at rear by rear 
wall I4 and along the inner elongated side by one 
of the longitudinal central walls I3, the side com 
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partments each being open at their outer longi-' ' 
tudinal side opposite the central wall I3. At the 
open side of one or more of the compartments, 
there may be provided a conventional edge re 
taining strip Ilia to prevent articles from falling 
from the compartments. 
However, as an additional advantageous fea 

ture in the present invention, it is preferred to 
provide in the side compartments I‘I, I8, trays 
generally indicated I9 and 20, which are hinged 
for-"swinging intoand out of the side compart 
ments. These trays are of a size to ?t snugly 
slidable into‘the side compartments I‘I, I8 of the 
bottom vsection. The trays I9, 20 are provided 
with'a bottom wall 2I, end walls 22, 23, one side 
wall 24, and an edge retaining strip 25 at the 
opposite‘ side, the end walls and the one side wall 
24 preferably being substantially the height of 
thecompartment, slidable clearance being al 
lowed, and the edge strip being of lesser height. 
The trays are therefore open at the top, and also 
at one side above the retaining strip 25 where 
by easy access may be had to the trays. When 
the trays are nested within the side compart 
ments I7, I8,‘ the side wall 24 provides a closure 
wall for each of the side compartments I‘I, I8 
flush with the corresponding side edge of the 
bottom wall and platform. ‘The partially 'open 
side of each tray confronts one of the central 
compartment walls. ' Y - 

In this connection it is to be noted that if the 
trays are employed, it is preferred that'the rear 
wall I4 of ,the‘bottom sectionv shall be of lesser 
length than the entire width of the bottom sec 
tion, and therebyhave its opposite ends termi 
nating short of the side edges, as at 26, 21, to 
the extent of the width of one leaf of each of the 
butt hinges 28, 29-which are mounted at said 
opposite ends of the "rear Wall, One leaf of each 
hinge is secured to the respective opposite ends 
of the rear wall and the other leaf ‘is secured 
to the end Wall 22 of one of the trays I9,‘ 20. 
The pintles of the hinges are thus inset by the 
leaves from the higher elongated side wall of the 
tray,~'and are similarly inset from the corre 
sponding side of the bottom section. In order 
that the end wall 22 of the tray may snugly con 
form to the plane of the corresponding confront 
ing end portion of the rear wall, the end wall 
of the tray may be deformed by a planar o?set 
22a, or, if desired, the end wall 22 may be in a 
right plane and a furring strip may be inserted 
between the hinge leaf and the tray end wall. 
A hinged cover member generally indicated 30 

is provided for telescopically enclosing the plat 
form and the sides and front of the bottom sec 
tion when the case is closed. The cover member 
has the usual planar top 3| of su?icient size and 
appropriate'shape to cover the platform I 2, as 
Well as having side strips 32, and front strip 33, 
of slightly greater height than the height of the 
bottom section, the rear side of the cover member 
being open to provide a rear edge of the cover 
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top which is hingedly mounted at the rear edge of 
the platform, as by hinge 34, the hinge axis of 
which substantially coincides with the rear edge 
of both cover and. platform and with the upper 
edge of the rear wall of the bottom section. One 
leaf of hinge 34 may therefore be connected to 
either the rear edge of the platform or to said 
upper edge of the rear wall, the latter being pre 
ferred, and mayextend substantially the entire 
length of said rear edge betweenthe tray hinges 
28 and 29, and is'thus substantially in the plane 
of the platform I2, so that when the cover is 
swung back 180 degrees from its closed position, 
the inner face of the planar top is an extension 
of, and coplanar with the platform I2. 
While the cover hinge 34 as Well as tray hinges 

28, 29 are herein illustrated and described as 
having leaves, it is contemplated that such leaves 
may be an integral part of the member to which 
they are shown to be attached, such construc 
tionbeing well known in the sheet metal art by 
tubularly forming spaced-ear? portions at the edge 
of one sheet and similar ‘ears spaced alternately 
at the confronting-'edg'e'o'f another part, the tubu 
lar ears, when interengag'ed, providing a tube for 
a pintle. ‘ ' -~ '_ p' 3 , 

Means are provided for supporting the cover 
member at such coplanar swung-back position. 
As hereinafter described, the trays may be em 

“ ployed to provide such support. However, in cases 
where the hinged‘t'r'ays are not employed in the 
device, or in the event that access is not de 
sired to the trays, such support for the cover 
at its coplanar position maycomprise a bracket 
35-extending' along the outer face'of the'front 
strip 33 of the cover and having arms 36 ex 
tending along the side-strips v32 vand pivotally 
connected thereto, the lengthof the arms 36 
being substantially similar to’_ the height of the 
bottom section,’whereby,"when the cover is hinged 
back to a co-planar position 'and- the bracket 35 is 
swung perpendicular thereto, the’planar top of 
the cover is supported-at the same level as the 
platform I2. Any ‘suitable stop ‘member. 31, 
preferably a spring latch type, may limit move 
ment of the bracket beyond the center of its 
arcuate swing, and thus insure against its col 
lapse at_ itssupporting Position. _ i f 
However, in those devices in which the hingedly 

mounted trays ‘are employed and“ it is desired 
to have/access 'to the trays, the trays may be 
swung rearwardly on the tray hinges 28, 29 so 
that the side closure wall 24 underlies the swung 
back cover, in which case the inset of the pintle 
of the tray hinges Permits the side wall 24 of the 
tray to swing inwardly. under the plane of the 
cover to the extent of the previously described 
inset of the hinge pintles. In any normal size of 
manually portable case an inset of approximately 
one inch is a su?'icientinset' for the hinge pintles. 
Manifestly, if the open opposite side wall 25 of 
the tray which confronts a central wall I3 when 
in a compartment IT or I8, is swung around to 
an opposite position, such open side and top of 
the tray are exposed outwardly when the tray is 
in such swung-back supporting position. The 
contents of the tray are therefore accessible. In 
order thatthere may be no slippage of the tray 
from its supporting position under the swung 
back cover, a lug, pin or other upraised member 
38 may be provided adjacent the edge of the 
cover‘ to engage -_the side wall of the tray upon 
which the cover rests. > » 4 

A conventional suitable handgrip' strap 39 is 
provided on the front strip of the cover, and a 



locking strap 40 may be extended from, the bot‘ 
tom section to engage the closed cover. a 
While the case may be employed for numerous 

purposes where both a platform and storage 
space are desirable, when employed for attention 
to infants, it is desirable to provide means on the 
platform and the cover extension thereof for 
holding a blanket, or a pad thereon. Such means 
may comprise triangular anchor plates 4| at op 
posite corners of the platform and underface of 
the cover top, one edge of the anchor being se 
cured to the respective plates, and the opposite 
angle portion being frege'of and slightly spaced 
from the inner face of the cover top, whereby a 
tape on the pad or blanket may be slipped there 
over. If the securing means of the anchors in the 
cover comprises rivets, the head of the rivets may 
protrude from the opposite face of the planar top 
and provide the lug 38 for stabilizing the posi 
tioning of the trays as supports for the swung 
back cover. Due to the anchors coming in con 
tact when the case is closed and the carrying of 
a folded blanket on the anchors, the cover mem 
ber is of slightly greater height than the bottom 
section as previously stated. 
When the cover top is swung back coplanar 

with the platform, the infant may be placed on 
the extended platform to change diapers, bathe, 
feed or clothe the infant, or for a temporary crib, 
the side and end strips of the cover providing 
walls around the planar cover portion of the ex 
tended platform to provide an effective guard rail 
for safety, while the platform portion [2 is free 
of such walls and permits operation free of in 
terference in handling the infant. 
In use, any desired accessory materials may be 

placed in the compartments, such as diapers or 
blankets in compartment 16, and nursing bottle, 
powder and oil, toys, etc. in the side compart 
ments Or in the trays. Or, if employed for an 
automobile traveling case, a thermally insulated 
bottle may be carried in each of the side com 
partments, or in the trays and food may be > 
packed in the compartment [6; and when the 
case is open, the platform [2 may be employed for 
a table while food may be placed in the swung 
back coplanar cover portion and shielded against 
displacement by the side and front strips of the 
cover, which thus serve as guard rails. 

It is believed obvious that when the case is as- > 
sembled for portability the cover member would 
be at a closed position. At such closed position 
the cover top overlies the platform l2, the side 
strips close the side compartments ll, l8, and 
hold trays therein if the latter are employed, and 
the front strip of the cover closes the open front 
end of the central compartment It, thus provid 
ing a closed case of the hand luggage type readily 
portable by the handgrip 39. 
Having described the invention, what is claimed 

as new and patentable is: 
1. A manually portable accessory case includ 

ing a bottom compartment sectionhaving a com 
partment provided with an access opening in the 
vertical height dimension of said bottom section, 
a platform overlying the plane of said bottom 
section and providing a fixed top wall for said 
compartment, a cover member having a planar 
top mounted hingedly at its rear edge to the bot 
tom section substantially in the plane of the plat 
form and selectively swingable on the hinge con 
nection from a position overlying the platform 
to a swung-back position coplanar with the plat 
form, said cover having side strips and a front 
strip perpendicular to the planar top, said strips 
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closing-:theopening' of» said compartment of the 
bottom section ‘when the cover is at a closed 
position.‘ - - ~ 

2. ‘Anaccessory case of the class described, 
having'the elements of claim 1, and inwhich the 
bottom’section has a plurality of compartments 
each of ‘which has an access opening in the ver 
tical height dimension of the perimeter of said 
bottom section, and in which the side strips and 
front strips of the cover close the openings of 
the compartments when-the cover is at a closed 
position; ‘ ~ ' ' 

"3. An accessory case of the class described, 
having the" elements of claim 1, and in which 
there is provided a supportv means having sub 
stantially'the height of the bottom section and 
adapted for supporting the cover member at such 
swung-back coplanar position. 

4. A manually portable accessory case includ“ 
ing a bottom section having a side compartment 
at each of its opposite sides and a central com~ 
partment therebetween, said compartments each 
having an access opening in the vertical height 
dimension at the perimeter of said bottom sec 
tion, a platform overlying the plane of said bot 
tom section and providing a fixed top wall for 
the compartments therein, a cover member hav~ 
ing a planar top mounted hingedly at its rear 
edge to the bottom section substantially in the 
plane of the platform and selectively swingable 
on the hinge connection from a position overlying 
the platform to a swung-back position coplanar 
with the platform, said cover having side strips 
and a front strip adapted for closing the openings 
of the compartments of the bottom section when 
the cover is at a closed position, and a support 
means having substantially the height of the 
bottom section adapted for supporting the cover 
member at such swung-back coplanar position. 

5. A device of the character described and hav 
ing the elements of claim 4, and in which the 
side compartments are open at the opposite sides 
of the bottom section and the central compartu 
ment is open at the front thereof. 

6. A manually portable accessory case compris~ 
ing a bottom section having a side compartment 
at each of its opposite sides and a central com 
partment therebetween, said compartments being 
open at the vertical height dimension of the 
perimeter of the bottom section, a platform over 
lying the plane of the bottom section and pro 
viding a ?xed top wall for the compartments 
therein, a cover member having a top mounted 
hingedly at its rear edge to the bottom section 
substantially in the plane of the platform and 
selectively swingable on the hinge connection 
from a position overlying the platform to a 
swung-back position coplanar with the platform, 
said cover having side strips and a front strip 
perpendicular to the planar top adapted for clos 
ing the compartment openings of the bottom sec~ 
tion when the cover is at Closed position, and 
tray members hingedly mounted to the rear wail 
of the bottom section and adapted for nesting in 
the said side compartments of the bottom section 
and swinging on said hinges to a supporting posi 
tion underlying the swung-back cover. 

7. An accessory case of the class described 
having the elements of claim 6, and in which the 
pintles of the tray hinges are inset from the op 
posite ends of the rear wall, whereby the trays 
may be swung from said side compartments to 
a supporting position underlying the swung-back 
cover. 

8. A device of the character described having 
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the elements of claim ‘6, and in which the tray 
members are open at the top and at one side and 
are closed at other walls, and in which the trays 
are hingedly mounted whereby when the tray is 
within a side compartment the open side of each 
tray faces inwardly, and when swung to support 
the open cover, the open side wall faces outwardly. 

9. A device of the character described having 
the elements of claim 6, and in which the pintles 
of the tray hinges are inset from the opposite 
ends of the rear wall whereby the trays may be 
swung from said side compartments to a support 
ing position underlying the swung-back cover, 
and the tray members are open at the top and at 
one side, whereby when the tray is within a side 
compartment the open side of the tray faces in 

8 
wardly and when swung to support the open cover 
said open side faces outwardly. 

BERNARD -A. MCLAUGHLIN. 
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