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This invention relates to article handling, and 
more particularly to the handling of relatively 
small articles such as bottles or the like used for 
soft drinks or other beverages. 
The invention is speci?cally directed to a‘car 

rier or container for holding two substantially 
parallel rows of bottles with ordinarily three 
bottles in each row. 
The handling of bottles containing soft drinks 

or other beverages in substantial volume has pre 
sented a problem from various angles. There 
fore it is an object of the invention to provide 
a solution of such problems including an inex 
pensive, simple, compact, convenient, carrier, 
capable of being stacked compactly when ?lled 
with bottles, with the bottles supported ade 
quately reducing probability of breakage, and 
preventing their rattling and being damaged by 
their rubbing together or by contact with other 
objects. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

combination carrier constructed of wire and flat 
metal members and a handle which can be readily 
detached and replaced, and which is constructed 
of a minimum of material. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a carrier which will enhance the display of the 
articles and one which is an improvement‘over 
my Patent 2,375,467 granted May 8, 1945. 
Further objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will be apparent from the following descrip 
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective illustrating one appli 
cation of the invention; 

Fig. 2, a detail certain of the parts in bottle 
neck engaging position; 

Fig. 3, a perspective of a modi?ed form of com 
bination handle and bottle neck engaging mem 
ber; 

Fig. 4, a perspective of a modi?ed and simpli 
?ed handle; 

Fig. 5, a fragmentary detail of a sheet metal 
bottle separating member susceptible of use in 
lieu of the corresponding wire member of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 6, a modi?ed form of bottle carrier; 
Fig. 7, a further modi?ed form; and 
Fig. 8, a further modi?ed form. . 
Referring to the drawings in detail, the bottle 

case or carrier of my Patent 2,375,467 includes 
features which are susceptible of improvement. 
For example the device may be made of a combi 
nation of rod and ?at metal members, may be 
simpler of construction, includes minimum parts, 
and requires less labor and equipment in its pro 
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cluction and therefore is less expensive to produce. 
The present invention, as previously indicated, 

is directed to a more practical commercially feas 
ible structure than thatof my patent. It com 
prises a combination carrier of wire and ?at metal 
members which afford vertical: and horizontal 
support for the bottles or other articles contained 
within the same. The horizontal‘ support ‘is lo 
cated at the intermediate portionof'the carrier 
for the bottles or other articles‘and the structure 
is also susceptible of being carried with ease by a 
handle pivotally connected to the body of'the- de 
vice so that the proper equilibrium is maintained. 
The handle may serve to engage the necks of the 
bottles and hold them against'rattling.‘ : 

Referring particularly to. Fig. 1 longitudinal 
or horizontal base members 10' and “provide 
vertical supports for two rows of bottles or other 
articles not shown. The base member It] has its 
ends 12 and I3 bent upwardly and merging into 
or forward, along with corresponding ends M and 
[5 of the base member H,»-to relatively ?at apex 
pivot holders I5 and I‘L' The pivot holders I6 
and H are provided with central pivot receiving 
apertures I8 and I9. The‘suspension portion of 
the carrier is thus provided and is of an under 
slung character, or is located beneath. the other 
parts of the device as well as beneath the bottles 
or articles carried. .. 

Horizontal retention and supporting means is 
provided in the form of upper and lower gener 
ally rectangular rod members 20 and 2! respec 
tively. These are secured in any desired man 
ner, as by welds 22, to the ends l2, l3, l4 and 85, 
with the upper rectangular rod member at the 
proper height for engaging the .bottles at their 
intermediate portions and a substantial distance 
from their bottoms. Correspondingly the lower 
rectangular rod member is located close to the 
lower ends of the bottles. . 

In order to maintain the bottles of one row 
separate from the bottles ofthe other row a 
lower separator 23 is secured by welds 24 longi 
tudinally between the end portions of the gener 
ally rectangular rod member 2|. Also, an upper 
separator is provided for a similar purpose. As 
shown in Fig. 1, this upper separator consists of 
wire members 25 and 26 secured by welds 2'! at 
their ends to the rectangular rod member 20. 
These separator members 25 and 26 are prefer 
ably bent to outwardly present curved portions 
which conform to the surfaces of the three bottles 
contained in each side of the carrier. 

Also, in lieu of the upper separator of two vop 
positely bent wire rods just‘ described, an upper 
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separator 28 of sheet metal may be provided, it 
being understood that either may be employed 
with the structure of Fig. 1 and further that in 
lieu of the separator 28 a longitudinal dividing 
separator may be employed corresponding to that 
shown in Figs. 6, 7 and 8, hereinafter more fully 
described. 
A movable handle member consisting of a wire 

frame 29 is mounted in the upper portion of the 
device by means of pivots 30 and 3|. It is pro 
vided with a hand grip 32 which is adapted to 
be grasped in order to carry the device from 
one place to another with the hand grip in the 
position shown in Fig. 1. The frame 29 is pro 
vided with curved portions 33, three on each side, 
which are adapted to engage and hold the neck 
of bottles when the frame is in horizontal posi 
tion at right angles to the position of Fig. 1. 

Instead of the frame 29 and hand grip 32 a 
similar member 35 of sheet metal may be em 
ployed. It also has a hand grip 38 with ex 
tremities 3'! forming bottle openers and curved 
bottle neck engaging portions 38. The extremi 
ties of the metal member 35 may be curled up to 
provide pivots 39 at each end of the device. 
Instead of the frame 29 and sheet metal 3'5 a 

bale or handle member 40 may be provided having 
a hand grip 4|. 
In the preceding ?gures the carriers have con 

sisted primarily of wire with some ?at metal 
portions. However, if desired, as shown in Figs. 
6, 7, and 8, the ?at metal portions may be in 
creased and the wire or rod portions decreased. 
Referring particularly to Fig. 6 horizontal reten 
tion and supporting means are employed which 
correspond to the upper and lower generally rec 
tangular rod members 20 and 2| of Fig. 1. How 
ever, the lower members 2| are additionally pro 
vided with curved portions 42 so that the side 
portions of the rectangular members are disposed 
in a plane slightly higher in elevation than the 
intermediate end portions of the rod members. 
A pair of metal members 43 are placed back to 

back and have lower shelf portions 44 with curved 
ends 45 snugly encircling the end portions of 
the rod member 2|. The shelf portions 44 serve 
to engage the bottoms of the bottles and support 
the same. The metal members 43 have horizon 
tal portions 46 provided with curved ends 47 which 
snugly engage the rod members 20 and said hori- , 
zontal portions 46 are also provided with op 
positely disposed edges 48 of a con?guration to 
conform to the curvature of the bottles carried. 
Thus the main body of the device consists of up 
per and lower generally rectangular rod members 
and two sheet metal members back to back. 
A simple U-shaped bail 49 of wire or rod stock 

may have its extremities provided with right 
angular bends or right angular portions 5|] so 
that the bail may be employed as a handle with 
or without a hand grip 5|. 

If desired the metal members 43 may have 
can opening portions 52 and in order to fasten the 
two members together lips 53 may be employed 
with or without spot or other types of welds be 
tween the two members. 
For the two~fold purpose of providing advertis 

ing space and as a reinforcement supporting 
plates 54 may be employed, each plate having 
upper and lower struck-out portions 55 and 56 
which in opposed position form a clamp for en 
gaging the upper and lower rod members 2|) and 
2|, each plate being provided with a plurality of 
such clamping portions. With the structure just 
described the bail 49 may be pushed down to a 
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4 
position beneath the height to which the bottles 
extend when the bottles are in the carrier and 
thus the ?lled carriers can be compactly stacked. 
The structure of Fig. 7 is similar to that of Fig. 

6 except that instead of having a pair of rectan 
gular frame members 2|! and 2| a continuous rod 
member 51 having upper and lower horizontal 
portions is used at each side of the device and 
with the intermediate portion thereof enclosed 
by sheet metal encircling portions 58 which are 
the end portions of the opposed sheet metal mem 
bers 43. Also instead of the ball 49 a sheet metal 
handle member 59 may be employed with an en 
circling portion 60 housing a rectangular handle 
6|, the sheet metal member 59 being rigidly held 
in position by means of spot welds, or other 
suitable fastening means not shown. The ?at 
member may likewise be provided with a bottle 
opener 62. 
In Fig. 8 is shown a slightly modi?ed construc— 

tion which may employ a handle corresponding 
to that of either of Figs. 6 and 7. Otherwise the 
device consists of a rectangular retaining mem 
ber 63 and opposed members 43. The upper and 
lower edges of the rectangular member 63 per 
form the functions of the upper and lower rec 
tangular rod members 20 and 2| and the inter 
mediate portion between its upper and lower 
edges provides for the reception of matter to be 
displayed and to reinforce the edges of the device 
as well as to enhance its attractiveness. Instead 
of rolling over the ends of the members 43 ?anges 
64 may be provided for attachment to the rec 
tangular member 53 for making a solid unitary 
construction by spot welding or other desired fas 
tening means. 

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art 
that various changes may be made in the inven 
tion without departing from the spirit and scope 
thereof and therefore the invention is not limited 
by that which is shown in the drawings and de 
scribed in the speci?cation but only as indicated 
in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A bottle carrier comprising a container for 

two substantially parallel rows of bottles or other 
objects, including a frame formed of metallic 
wire members, said frame including members for 
location beneath and in contact with the bottoms 
of articles supported, other members disposed at 
different levels for engaging the sides of articles 
supported, multiple bottle separating means dis 
posed adjacent the bottom of the device longitu 
dinally of the same, a second bottle separating 
means disposed above said ?rst separating means 
and having portions curved in a manner to sep 
arate the intermediate portions of the bottles and 
to conform to each bottle, a wire handle member 
pivotally supported centrally of the frame and 
having oppositely disposed curved gripping por 
tions for engagement with the necks of bottles 
for steadying the same when devices with ?lled 
bottles are in a stack or for disposition in upright 
position in order that the handle may be used 
in the transportation of the device. 

2. A bottle carrier comprising a container with 
two substantially parallel rows of bottles or other 
objects, said container being formed of metallic 
wire members and having portions for location 
beneath and in contact with articles to be carried 
and other portions disposed at different levels for 
engaging the sides of articles carried, multiple 
bottle separating means disposed adjacent the 
bottom of the device longitudinally of the same, 
a second bottle separating means disposed above 
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said ?rst separating means and having contact 
ing portions curved to conform to the bottles for 
maintaining the intermediate portions of the 
bottles in spaced relation, a wire handle member 
movably supported centrally of the container and 
having a gripping portion for disposition in dif 
ferent elevations in order for the handle to be 
used in transporting the device when in one posi 
tion and to permit the device to be stacked with 
others when in its other position, said handle 
member being so constructed that when it is 
moved to its lower position it will engage certain 
of the bottles and steady them in the carrier. 

.HAROLD L. CHAPMAN. 
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