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1 
This invention relates to a thumb sucking pre 

venting device for children. 
It is an object of the present invention to pro 

vide an arrangement for use with children which 
can be applied to the elbows of the child and 
which allows a certain amount of freedom of the 
arms to permit them to be bent, but when they 
are bent in such a manner as to permit the thumb 
to be placed in the mouth the tension upon the 
elbows is such that the child will not keep the 
thumb in the mouth for very long, the tension 
of the pad at the elbow being such as to cause 
the child to desire to straighten the arm after a 
period of a few seconds. 
Other objects of the present invention are to 

provide a thumb sucking preventing device 
adapted to» be placed over the elbows of the child 
which does not require elastic material which 
would stop the circulation or would leave any 
marks on the arm, that will permit the child to 
have as much freedom as possible, that is free 
of chemicals so as not to dis-color the child’s arm, 
and without metal or a hard substance which 
would impair the child’s use of the arm or make 
injury to the arm. 

Still other objects of the present invention are 
to provide a thumb sucking preventing device for 
children which is of simple construction, inex 
pensive to manufacture, has a minimum number 
of parts, easy to keep clean, sanitary, easy to 
apply and ef?cient in operation. 
For other objects and for a better understand 

ing of the invention, reference may be had to the 
following detailed description taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is an illustrative view showing the thumb 
sucking preventing device connected to the arms 
of an infant. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the device free of 
the infant's arms. 

Fig. 3 is an illustrative view showing the ?ller 
and ?exible element being taken from the pocket. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional View taken on 
line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a modi?ed form 
of the invention. 

Referring now to the ?gures, 10 represents a 
pocket having an opening ll therein and a ?ap 
[2 with a button opening 13 therein. This flap 
is extended downwardly over a button I 4 and can 
be made secure to the main part of the pocket 
IE3. This pocket is of substantial width so as to 
substantially surround the infant’s arm. On the 
outer face of the pocket are straps l5 and I6 
extending parallel to one another and stitched 
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to the pocket so as to receive ?exible securing 
straps H and I8 which run parallel to- one 
another and through openings in the straps i5 
and I6. By means of these ?exible straps H and 
18, the pocket can be made secure upon the 
infant’s arm. 
Within the pocket there is placed a large ?exi 

ble, but rather stiff piece of material I9. This 
material is made preferably of rubber or latex or 
any other material which will return to its origi 
nal shape when bent. The piece can be easily 
removed for the purpose of cleaning the same 
and to permit the pocket to be removed. The 
pocket material is preferably of cloth and such 
that it can be easily cleaned or washed. The 
rubber piece will permit the child to still use his 
arm to bring the thumb to the mouth, but the 
stiffness is such that he will soon tire and will not 
keep the thumb in the mouth for a very long 
interval of time. The piece I9 can be made of 
any thickness, depending upon the strength of 
the ‘child. Accordingly, the idea is not that of a 
brace, but one which still permits freedom of 
movement of the arm. Each of the straps I1 
and I8 have a buckle 2| and the ends of these 
straps connect with the buckle. Preferably the 
sides of the pocket and the sides of the piece l9 
are tapered to better conform to the shape of the 
arm. 
In Fig. 5 there is shown a modi?ed form of the 

invention wherein the hard button [4 is dis 
pensed with. A ?ap 23 is provided with a tongue 
24 which will be extended beneath strap [1. 

All children resent a brace or band of any kind 
around any part of the arm which will retard the 
movements of the arms. ‘The present arrange 
ment permits free movement of the arms and 
even the ?exing of the arms at the elbow, but 

' when the ?exing takes place to a great angle such 
that the thumb reaches the mouth of the child, 
great tension is given to the rubber piece l9 tend 
ing to return the forearm and will cause the child 
to tire quickly, so that the thumb is not kept to 
the mouth for any length of time. 
While various changes may be made in the 

detail construction, it shall be understood that 
such changes shall be within the spirit and scope 
of the present invention as de?ned by the 
appended claims. 
Having thus set forth and disclosed the nature 

of my invention, what is claimed is: 
l. A thumb sucking discouraging device for 

infants comprising a pocket having a flap thereon, 
button means for securing the flap in place, a. 
resilient rubber sheet inserted in the pocket and 
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retained therein, and strap means for securing 
the pocket to the arm of the infant. 

2. A thumb sucking discouraging device for 
infants comprising a pocket, a rubber sheet 
inserted into said pocket, a ?ap on the pocket 
having a tongue, strap means for securing the 
pocket to the arm of the infant, said tongue being 
insertable under the strap means to hold the ?ap‘ 
in place. - > ~~ , 

3. A thumb sucking discouraging device for 
infants comprising a pocket, a rubber sheet 
inserted in the pocket, a flap on the pocket hav 
ing a tongue, ?rst strap-s disposable around the 
arm of the infant for securing the pocket to the 
arm of the infant, said tongue being insertable 
under the said ?rst straps to hold the flap; in 
place On the arm, and second straps extending 
in the longitudinal direction of the arm upon the 
pocket and secured thereto providing spaced 
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openings for the said ?rst straps to» be threaded 20 
through the spaced openings of the second straps 
and aboutthe arm of the infant. 

4 
4. A thumb sucking discouraging device for 

infants comprising a pocket having a ?ap 
thereon, means for securing the flap in place, a 
resilient rubber sheet inserted in the pocket and 
retained therein, and strapped means for secur 
ing the pocket to the arm of the infant. 
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