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The present ~ invention relates 7’ generally-1 to 
packaging and more particularly to anew- means 
and method for packaging together a plurality 
of individual units or packages, for example, 

packs of cigarettes. ~ _ x ' v _' For purposes-of convenience of illustration and 

description the present invention will be- referred 
to chie?y in connection ‘ it-h its use for retaining 

1 together several packs‘of' cigarettes. - Itis-equally ., 9 
useful with numerous other articles or objects“, 
as will be clear 'from the following disclosures‘. 

‘ At present cigarettes are; generally sold at re 
tail as individual packs or packages or enclosed 
in cartons ‘containing ten packages; ‘ 
vtons are large and bulky‘and do not fit con 
veniently into'a purchaser’s pocket.» They are 
also objectionable to most'wholesalersor retail 
ers'in connection with the use of state tax- stamps 
that must be af?xed, as requiredbylaw, individ 
ually to each and every package of cigarettes. 
In order to a?ix the‘stamps a‘- wholesaler or re 
tailer must open the carton, remove allthe pack 
ages from‘it, af?X the'stamps, replace the packe 
ages with the stamps thereon; and ?nally ?t the 
tongue of the carton coverinto its opening or 
der'to close the package. ‘ The cartons are fre 
quently mutilated and their sales value informing 
attractive displays is practically worthless». In ad 
dition, the tax af?xing‘procedure isfan extremely 
tedious and time consuming task. .If'it is at; 
tempted to remedythe tax affixing problem by 
providing’ windows in'the cartons there gener 
ally results an even more unsightly carton; as 
well as requiring‘ additional 
the window opening. ; ' _ _ v 

While it is possible to sell the?packages of 
cigarettes individually, instead of in cartons;~for 
sales purposes it is preferred to groupseveral-in 

machinery to form '7 
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at 

dividual packages together and‘ sell them as'_a rm 
unit." This is convenient and bene?'cial‘te the 

1 purchaser and r V _ M 

"cigarettes as it increases their‘ sales volume.‘ 
also is desired’ by the sellers of ‘the 

While-the-‘wrapper or packaging means of the 
present invention'may be utilized’ to ‘enclose any 
desired number of units or packages the group 
ing'of'?ve packs, where utilized with cigarettes, 
is very desirable from a merchandising view 
point; a group of five packs makesa convenient 
package to handle and also is an excellent mer 
chandising unit for bulk'sales. 
The present invention aims to overcome the 

above ‘and other difficulties or disadvantages-by 
providing new and improved means and method 
for retaining several articles; unitsijor' packages 
of cigarettes together; 

' 50 

'The invention further 55 

contemplates the provision of such a retaining or 
packaging means-which,‘ while retaining the sev 
eral packs together as a unit, facilitatesapp-li 
cation of tax stamps to each individual package 
of‘ cigarettes. 'I‘lie'present packaging means and 
method may be" formed by» relatively- simple 
methods and machinery and may" be more-con 
veniently displayed» on a- counter than single 
packages of‘ cigarettes -' or previous cartons of 
cigarettes.‘ .c _ , . 71;‘. 

An object-of; the present invention-is to pro 
vide new and» improved means for-holding several 
individual articles or paekagesofcigarettes to 
gether as aunit; , Y » ' - 

Another object or the inventior-iliis to- provide 
new and improved helding means for cigarette 
packages or other-objects which-may’ be readily 
separated from the objects or‘ the individual ciga 
rette packages» H» ~ - . 

' Another object-of- the inventionistq provide 
a new and- improveduholderfor cigarette pack 
ages‘ or the like which. facilitates the af?xing- of 
stamps to the’ individual‘ cigarette vpackages or 
the like. ~ I _ ~ > >_ - 

A further object of the invention is to provide 
an articleor cigarette package holding means 
which securely retains- the articles or- packages 
against unintentional removal; ~ 9 - 

Still another-object of the invention-is to pro 
vide a new and~improvedmethod of applying the 
present holding means tov cigarette packages or 
thelike.@ a. I. I - . 

’A still further object of the invention is to 
provide an improved and more convenient mer 
chandising unit for a number" of articles,- for 
example ?ve‘ packs of cigarettes. - » 
Other andfurther objectsiof the invention‘ will 

be obvious upon anliunderstanding- of the illus 
trative embodiment about tolbe described, or 
will be indicated in’ the appended claims, and 
various advantages not-referred to herein vwill 
occur to one skilled‘ in the art upon employment 
of the invention in practice " ,; ' 
A preferred embodiment of the invention has 

been chosen fortpurposes 'otillustration and de 
scription and is shown; the accompanying 
drawings, forming apart-10f vthe speci?cation, 
wherein. . ' . . . 

Fig. l is a perspective view showinga preferred 
embodiment of the invention; _1 , 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view illus 
trating more particularly a means‘ for releasing 
articles or packages of cigarettes‘ from the pres 
ent. holding means; - 

Fig. 3 is a perspective. view illustrating the ap 
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plication of the present invention to a plurality 
of packages of cigarettes or other articles; 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view along the line 4—4 
of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective View showing a method 
of applying the present invention to articles or 
packages of cigarettes; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing a form of 
the invention generally similar to that of Figs. 1 
through 4; 4 ' " ' . " ' 

Fig. 7 is' a perspective view showing modi?ed 
forms of the invention; 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a further form 
of the invention; and 

Fig. 9 is a sectional view illustrating another“ 
form of the invention. 
Referring more particularly to the embodi-f: 

ment of Figs. 1 through 4, there is ‘shown a plu 

10 

of cigarettes so that they are “tied together” as 
a unit. The unit is in turn tied together or re 
tained with the band 2 by the portion of the 
strip II which extends across and adheres to the 
overlapping band portions 4 and 5. Thus the 
packages of Fig. 1 are ?rmly held against un 
intentional removal out through the open top 
or bottom ends of the band 2. 
Removal of the strip II, to free the cigarette 

packages is facilitated by’ the ‘provision of a 
“tearing strip” or removable portion I9 shown in 
Figs. 1 and 4 extending longitudinally of the band 

> or length of material 2. This tear strip I9 may be 

is 
provided by spaced weakened zones, perforations, 
or score lines 20 and 2I. In order to release the 

. cigarette packages one may grasp both the end 
23 of the adhered strip II and the tab 24 of the 

' tear strip I9 and simultaneously pull them out 
rality of packages I'of cigarettes, ?ve to be exact; ‘ 
encircled by a band or length of material 2. The 
length of material 2 extends entirely around the 
group of individual cigarette packages and has 
overlapping ends 4 and 5, preferably secured to 
gether by adhesive 1. The side edges of the band 
or length of material 2_ are shown terminating 
adjacent side or end walls 8 of the cigarette pack 
ages, thus leaving these package walls 8 entirely 
exposed for the affixing of tax stamps I0 to any 
portion thereof. This is a decided advantage as 
the retailer or wholesaler is not limited to affixing 
the tax stamp, in some relatively small area, with 
which the stamp must be accurately aligned. 

ri‘he individual packages of; cigarettes shown 
in Figs. 1 through 4 are held together and re 
tained with the length of material 2 by a strip 
I I having an adhesive surfacel3, shown in Fig. 4 
extending around three sides I4, I5 and I6 of the 
cigarette package group. The strip I I may extend 
along the side or wall H of the cigarette package 
group, or it may extend only along sides I5 and I6,‘ 
the desirable feature being that the adhesive 
surface I3 of the strip lies in contact with some 
port of each of the individual packages of. ciga 
rettes. The adhesive surface is preferably at only 
one side of the stripI I but it may be atvboth sides 
so that the strip, in addition to ‘adhering at its 
inner surface, will also‘adhere to the overlying 
length of material'or band}. _v a . ; _ 

As shown, the strip I I Vextendsacross the over 
lapping ‘portion 4 p of the- length of material 2 
and adheres thereto. The overlying flap 5 covers 
the majority of this overlapping portion of the 
strip II and is retained in position against it by 
the adhesive ‘I intermediate the two overlapping 
portions 4 and 5. _ p - I 

While any suitable material may be utilized 
for the strip II, as well as any suitable adhesive 
for its surface I3, excellent results have been ob 
tained by utilizing a cellulose tape having a 
sticky, gummy, ortacky adhesive surface. Such 
materials are widely known and used. One ex 
ample is that sold under the. name “Scotch” tape. 
This cellulose tape material has its adhesive sur 
face integral with it at all times and is amply 
strong for all conditional or normal usage; as will 
be hereinafter brought out in greater detail, such 
an adhesive surface may be readily pulled away 
from the cellophane or other relatively glossy 
material which encloses the individual packages 
of cigarettes I. 
When encircled by both the strip II and the 

length of material or band 2, each individual 
package of cigarettes is held firmly in position. 
The adhesive surfaces I3 of ‘the band II con 
tact in at least one location with .each package 
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wardly away from the encircling band 2. The 
end 23 of the strip II may be folded upon itself 
as shown in Figs. 1,2 landr4 or it may be some 
what shorter and adhered’along its length to the 
underlying portion of the band-2. As the strip 
II and tear strip I9 are thus simultaneously 
pulled in an outward manner ‘away. from the band 
2 the adhesive I3 at the inner surface’ of the strip 
II releases or is pulled away from the underlying 
packages of cigarettes and the tear strip sepa 
rates from the other portion of the band 2 along 
the weakened zones or lines 2!] and 2|. I If de 
sired the tab24 and tear} stripIQ may be ?rst 
pulled away from the completed package ‘and 
thereafter the tear strip II- separately pulled 
away, but for convenience it is preferredthat they 
both be pulled loose simultaneously. ' 
After removal of the, adhesive strip II the re 

maining upper and lowerportions 2'.and ~2" tend 
to hold» the packages l;_tog_eth’er.? These upper 
and lower portions may be readily slipped off the 
ends of the cigarette packagesvo‘r otheriarticles. 
If desired the tear stripl? may be located ad 

jacent an- upper or lower edge of the band 2, 
. rather than intermediate its width. When so 
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located adjacent one edge‘of the band ‘2, it is 
V necessary-to provide only, a single weakened zone 
or score gline, such as‘ 20 or 2I depending upon 
whether the tearstrip ‘I9 is located adjacent the 
upper or lower portion of the band 2; 
'In order to form the complete group or package 

shown iii-Fig.1, the method, illustrated in Fig. 5 
may be employed... As there‘ shown a group of 
cigarette (packages or. other articles )is brought 
together with theladhelsively surfaced strip II 
and lengthof' materialor‘band'2 as they un 
wind from respective rolls, the adhesive surface 
I3 of the strip of vmaterial-II being disposed to 
ward the package of cigarettesv I. When thus 
brought together ‘the strip II and band 2 may 
be simultaneously wrapped around the group of 
cigarettev packages. Upon completion of this 
encirclement the-band 2 and-strip I I may be sev 
ered or cut off along a transversely extending line 
26. Another method of packaging the individual 
cigarette packages 'isto ?rstapply the strip II 
around they-group of cigarette packages and to 
thereafter apply the outer length ofv material or 
band 2. Either method places the strip I Ilar'ound 
the group of;-articles 'orrcigarette packages I‘ so 
as to hold them ?rmly together. The ?rst "of- the 
aforementioned methods ofv applying the strip I I 
and band 2 is preferred. v > . 

In Fig. 6 there is shown a form of the inven 
tion generally similar vto that of Figs.v 1 through 
4 but which has an adhesive strip or area. 28 
carried by'theband 2a itself,‘ rather than'on- a 
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separate ‘strip such as thatv designated by the 
reference character I l iniFigs. 1 through 4.1’ This 
adhesiveis» shown’ extending-generally length 
wise of the "band 2a so that a portion of.it will 
contact with ~> each article or vpackage foi‘ll fci'g- '~ 
aretteslencircled- or- enclosedbythe band. " ' 
While‘ the adhesive strip 281‘ may exten'd'along 

the entire‘lengthof the bandJ'Zait is preferably 
interrupted so that the adhesive portions con 
tact only the narrow sideportions of each of the 
individual articles, rather; than the large end 
walls in addition_., This con truction is'effectlve 
to hold the cigarette packages or other articles 
under all normal conditions of usage. 
length of material or strip 2a may be supplied 
in rolls such as that shown in Fig. 5 and may be 
applied in a generally similar manner to groups 
of articles or cigarette packages. ' 
The length of material or band 2a may be re 

moved from its group of cigarette packages in a 
manner similar to that described in connection 
with Figs. 1 through 4, namely by gripping the 
tab 24a and pulling it away from the encircled 
cigarette packages. As the tear strip I90, is 
pulled away the adhesive areas 28 separate from 
the cellophane or other wrapper of the cigarette 
packages and upon completion of removal of 
the tearing strip 19a the cigarette packages may 
be readily removed. 
The modi?ed form of the invention illustrated 

in Fig. '7 has a removable portion or tear strip 
29 which extends transversely of the encircling 
band, rather than longitudinally of it. After 
this tear strip is removed the resulting structure 
may be opened somewhat similarly to the leaves 
of a book and individual packages of cigarettes 
removed as desired. This construction embodies 
the advantage of leaving adhesive portions con 
nected with areas of the cigarette ‘packages lb 
subsequent to removal of the tearing strip 29. 
It thus retains them together as a unit until in 
dividually removed. The adhesive strip 28b of 
Fig. '7 is of the type illustrated in Fig. 6, which 
extends longitudinally around the band 22). It is 
to be understood, however, that there may be 
utilized a separate strip such as that designated 
by the reference character H in Figs. 1 through 4. 
Anothermeans of retaining the packages of 

cigarettes within a surrounding or encircling 
band is indicated by the lines 3| of Fig. 8. The 
separate strip 3! is similar to the strip ll of 
Figs. 1-4 but extends around the exposed end 
portions 
around them within the confines of the enclos 
ing length of material or band. - 

In Fig. 9 there is shown a modi?ed form of 
the invention which utilized a spot or small area 
of adhesive 32 for retaining together adjacent 
portions of adjoining packages of cigarettes. An 
additional spot or area of adhesive 34 on an out 
wardly disposed portion of an outermost cig 
arette package serves to retain the group of 
cigarette packages together with the enclosing 
band 2c. The band 20 may have a transversely 
extending tear strip similar to that of Fig. "I. 
The encircling lengths of material or bands 

of the cigarette packages rather than, 
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may be printed or lithographed with suitable ' 
advertising material prior to application to the 
cigarette packages. The bands may be printed or 
lithographed so as to simulate the exteriors of 
the packages of cigarettes which are to be en 
circled by the bands, so that the completed unit 
or package has the appearance of a group of 
cigarette packages standing next to each other. 
This appearance is greatly enhanced by the 
open end portions of the wrapper or band, which 
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75 

seat ex‘pbse'the cellophaneend wrappings or 
dividualtqisarette‘reskasss-l 1 
llfbe seenitliat the present’ invention-pro 
new' a mi rovedmeans ‘and method of 

wrapping ‘or'glrpliping'together a plurality of in 
:dividualpackagesjof cigarettes or other articles. 
:Th'e‘resulting construction is‘ e ‘ 
'venientthan existing ones forl'the wholesalers 

much more con 

or‘ retailers‘ in jconne'ction with, a?‘i'xing‘ tax 
stamps ,to each 'o'fi'the 
cigarettes?this'alone results in saving of con 
siderable amounts of money. expended to per 
eformthis task." ‘The shape and“ stability of the 
resulting completed unit'ilrendeniit'more adapt 
able to counter displays for increasing bulk or 
multiple package sales of cigarettes or other 
articles. The length of material or band, with 
either a separate adhesive strip or an integral 
one, may be applied with relatively simple ma 
chinery by utilizing the preferred relatively sim 
ple method disclosed herein. The individual 
package of cigarettes are ?rmly retained together 
as a unit until such time as a purchaser desires 
to remove them, at which time they may be 
readily released from the enclosing band by.“ 
merely pulling a tear strip. 
As various changes may be made in the form, 

construction and arrangement of the parts herein 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention and without sacri?cing any of its ad-‘ 
vantages, it is to be understood that an matter 
herein is to be interpreted as illustrative and not 
in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A package of the class described comprising 

the combination of a plurality of packs of ciga 
rettes disposed each in abutting relationship with 
another, a wrapper comprising a band encircling 
said packs and leaving at least one surface por 
tion of each pack exposed, said wrapper being 
provided with at least a single zone of separation 
for guiding severing of a strip from said wrapper, 
said strip encircling the packs, and adhesive 
means intermediate said packs and said strip se 
curing the packs together as a unit, said means 
and said strip being 
from said wrapper, said band being otherwise un 
attached to said packs, whereby upon removal of 
said strip and adhesive means the packs are free 
for removal from the remainder of said band. 

2. A package of the class described comprising 
the combination of a plurality of packs of ciga 
rettes disposed each in abutting relationship with 
another, a wrapper comprising a band encircling 
said packs and leaving at least one surface por 
tion of each pack exposed, said wrapper being 
provided with at least a single zone of separation 
for guiding severing of a strip from said wrapper, 
said strip encircling the packs, and adhesive 
means carried by said strip and disposed inter 
mediate said packs and said strip securing the 
packs together as a unit, said means and said 
strip being simultaneously removable from said 
wrapper, said band being otherwise unattached to 
said packs, whereby upon removal of said strip 
and adhesive means the packs are free for re 
moval from the remainder of said band. 

3. A package of the class described comprising 
the combination of a plurality of packs of ciga 
rettes disposed each in abutting relationship with 
another, a wrapper ‘comprising ‘a band encircling 
said packs and leaving at least one surface por 
tion of each pack exposed, said wrapper being 
provided with at least a single zone of separation 
for guiding severing of a strip from said wrapper, 

individual packages‘ of. 

simultaneously removable -V 
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said strip encircling the packs, and adhesive 
means comprising ~a-leiig‘th' of material having an 
adhesive coating at one side thereof disposed in 
termediate said packs and said strip securing the 
'packs together as af-“unit', "said imeans. and said 
strip ‘being’ simultaneously removable from said 
wrapper, saidrb‘and being otherwise unattached to 
said packs, whereby. upon removal of said strip 
and adhesive means‘ thepacks are free for re 
moval from the remainderof said band. 7 
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