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This invention relates to improvements in sup 
porting stands for optical instruments wherein 
the stand itself is adjustably inclineable so as to 
be of particular advantageous use in observing 
transparent objects by're?ected light. , 

Optical instruments, such as microscopes, 
magni?ers and the‘ like, of which the lens assem 
bly or upper portions are detachably mounted 
upon separate bases are known. It has also been 
proposed to mount the detached upper portion 
upon a special foot support which contains the 
tilting arrangement. However, such tilting ar 
rangement permits only a very limited inclina 
tion of the instrument or otherwise the greater 
weight of the upper parts of the instrument will 
cause overbalance on the stand and the instru 
ment will fall down. 
In order to overcome this trouble the invention 

provides a stand or base for an optical instru 
ment comprising a table adapted to detachably 
receive the instrument and provided with at least 
three legs. Two of the legs are ?xed to the front 
corners of the table. The third leg is hinged to 
the middle of the rear edge of the table and 
extends from the table. The rear leg is adapted 
to be locked to the table so as to support it in a 
horizontal position and is also adapted to be laid 
down whereby to support the table in an inclined 
position. When the third leg is laid down, the 
weight of the instrument is supported on a 
broader base and overbalancing is eliminated. 
In the accompanying drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a side view showing the optical instru 

ment mounted upon the stand according to this 
invention in a vertical position. 

Fig. 2 is a side view showing the stand and the 
instrument inclined. 

Fig. 3 is a detail view, partly in section, show 
ing how the third leg is hinged to the table. 
The optical instrument is shown as being'a 

magni?er I having a hand grip formed portion 
2 with a foot 3. The latter may in known man 
ner be detachably a?xed to the table 4, the latter 
having a socket piece or the like 30. adapted to 
receive the foot 3. The connection may be in 
the form of a bayonet joint or screw threaded 
socket not shown in detail. The table '4 is in the 
form of a horse shoe having a central opening 412. 
The armsof the horse shoe or the forward part 

of the table 4 carries at each forward corner a 
?xed leg 5 and underneath the table there is a 
bracket 1 in which a re?ecting mirror 1c is piv 
oted as will be understood. 
In the middle of the rear edge of the table 

there is pivoted a leg 6 on a pivot 8. The leg is 
held in normal locked position ‘as shown in Fig. 
1 by means of a dog 9 pivoted in the leg at In and 
locked in a recess l3 in one of the pivot lugs I2 
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for the pivot 8 by means of a spring II. There 
may be more than one recess l3 but usually it 
suffices to be able to adjust the table in one of 
the two positions shown. When the table is to 
be inclined as in Fig. 2 the leg 6 is swung outward 
from the table by ?rst releasing the dog 9 from 
the recess I3 against the force of the spring H 
and when the table is thus inclined it rests on a 
rubber button H! on the leg. 
When the table is inclined the instrument I is 

brought into convenient position for inspecting 
objects on the stage i5 by means of the re?ected 
light from the mirror 1. The leg 6 which extends 
to the rear of the instrument forms no obstruc 
tion. I claim all such changes and modi?cations 
in the disclosed device as come within the prin 
ciple of the invention and the scope of the 
appended claim. 

I claim: 
A stand for supporting a microscope in either 

a vertical or_ an inclined viewing position com 
prising a table having a central opening, two 
front legs a?ixed to said table to each side of said 
opening, two downwardly projecting pivot lugs 
on said table adjacent its rear edge, a rear leg 
swingably mounted between said pivot lugs cen 
trally of said opening, a locking pawl pivoted on 
said rear leg and adapted to releasably engage 
a recess in one of said pivot lugs to lock said 
swingable leg thereto when the table is brought 
into a horizontal position, a spring in said rear 
leg normally maintaining said pawl in engage 
ment with said recess, said pawl being manually 
releasable from said recess and said rear leg 
being manually movable into an outward posi 
tion with respect to the table to support the lat 
ter together with the said front legs when the 
table is brought into an inclined position, means 
on the table for supporting a microscope there 
upon, and a re?ecting mirror secured to the table 
below the same for illuminating the specimen 
stage of said microscope through the opening in 
the table. . 
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