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1 
My invention relates to storage receptacles and 

more particularly to means for securely locking 
the cover to the receptacle body which can be 
quickly and easily unlocked when desired. 
My invention is particularly adapted to re 

ceptacles used for the collection and temporary 
storage of garbage, rubbish, or the like, and is 
designed to prevent removal of the cover from 
the receptacle by dogs or other animals, prank 
sters or the like, and thus eliminate -the untidy 
appearance and unsanitary conditions which in 
evitably follow from such removal. 
Another object of my invention is the manu 

facture of a locking means for receptacles capa 
ble of the above uses and of accomplishing the 
above objects which is inexpensive to manufac 
ture, has a minimum of working parts, and is 
extremely durable in use. 
The above and still further objects oi’ my in 

vention will become apparent from the following 
detailed specification, appended claim and at 
tached drawings. 

Referring to the drawings wherein like char»A 
acters indicate like parts throughout the several 
views: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view; 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view; 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view; 

and 
Fig. Il is an enlarged fragmentary view in front 

elevation taken substantially on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. l. 

Referring with greater particularlty to the 
drawings, the numeral I indicates a conventional 
open top container, such as a garbage can or the 
like, which is provided with a removable telescop 
ing cover 2 having a centrally-located handle 3. 
Cover 2 is also provided with an outwardly 
projecting beaded or rolled edge ai. For the pur 
pose of hinging the cover 2 in the open top re 
ceptacle I, and as particularly shown in Fig. 3, 
I provide a clip-like hinge plate 5 which is se 
cured adjacent the upper open edge of the re 
ceptacle body I by means of rivets, screws or the 
like 6. It will be seen that hinge plate 5 has a 
channel-shaped upper edge 'I which loosely over 
lies the beaded edge 4 of the cover so as to prevent 
removal of the cover under straight upward move 
ments while permitting pivotal movements of the 
same. 

Diametrically opposite hinge clip 5, the cover 
2 is provided with a hinge bracket 8 which is 
secured to the side wall of the cover by means of 
rivets, screws, or the like 9 and which has a pair 
of outturned ears I0 which are horizontally drilled 
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or pierced to receive a pivot pin I I. Mounted on 
pivot pin II and between the ears I0, is a latch 
bar I2 which at its bottom outer edge is prefer 
ably provided with a plurality of teeth I3 and 
which is bent inwardly at its upper end to provide 
a handle I4 overlying the cover 2. 
Secured to the receptacle body I by means of 

rivets or the like I5 and immediately underlying 
the bracket 8, is a latch bracket I6, the upper 
edge of which is outturned to form a latch plate 
I'I which is provided with an aperture I8 to re 
ceive the toothed lower end of latch bar l2 when 
the cover is in closed position. 

Yieldingly biasing the toothed lower end I3 of 
the latch bar I2 into engagement with the latch 
plate I'I, I provide a torsion spring, identified in 
its entirety by the numeral I9 which comprises 
a pair of coiled portions 2U', which loosely en 
compass the opposite ends of the pivot pin I I, an 
intermediate portion 2| which bears against the 
latch bar I2 above the pivot pin I I, and a pair of 
outer end portions 22 which bear against the 
cover 2 below the pivot pin II. 
To operate my novel device, it is but necessary 

to pull outwardly on the inturned ,handle 
equipped end I4 oi"A the latch bar I2 so as to 
disengage the teeth I3 from the latch plate I1. 
The cover 2 may then be pivoted upwardly and 
backwardly so as to permit removal of the con 
tents from the container body I. When it is 
desired'to close and lock the container against 
accidental or undesired removal, it is but neces 
sary to again pull backwardly upon the handle 
I4 so as to permit the toothed lower end of the 
latch bar I2 to register with the opening I8 of the 
latch plate I'I, at which point, upon release of 
the handle I á, the torsion spring I9 will force 
one of the teeth I3 into locking engagement with 
the latch plate I'I. 
What I claim is: 
ln a device of the cla-ss described, latch mecha 

nism for telescoping covers of garbage cans and 
the like, including a bracket adapted to _be se 
cured to the side edge of said cover, said bracket 
including a pair of laterally-spaced outwardly 
projecting ears, a pivoted pin extending through 
said ears and terminating outwardly from each 
thereof, a latch bar pivotally secured intermedi 
ate its ends to said pivot pin between said ears, 
the outer edge of said latch bar adjacent its 
lower end being provided with a plurality of teeth 
and the upper end thereof being bent to overlie 
the upper surface of said cover, a latch bracket 
adapted to be secured to the side wall of the can 
immediately below the cover, an upper portion 
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of said latch bracket being outturned and being 
provided with an aperture adapted to receive the 
lower toothed end of the latch bar when the cover 
is in a closed position, and a torsion spring bias 
ing the toothed lower end of said latch bar to 
ward engagement with the apertured latch plate, 
said torsion spring including a generally U -shaped 
member the opposite ends of which are coiled 
around the opposite ends of said pivot pin. 

RICHARD J. BRANDT. 
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