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This invention relates to an improved picture 
frame’ for holding portraits, other pictures, or 
reading’ or illustrative. matter, and one of the 
objects: of the invention is the provision of a 

' picture frame with means for dividing the back 
ground into‘ distinct areas for holding separate 
pictures, in such manner that the marginal edges 
of adjacent pictures will be masked by the divid 
ing“ means, and’the dividing, means may be ad 
justed to vary the size ofv each'minor area es 
tablished by the dividers and margin mask 
.ing elements. 

Another- object of the invention is to provide 
.one of the ?at elements of a complete picture 
frame. with. a plurality of vertical ,or longitudinal 
bars adjustable across the ?at element, which 
may be thebackingor mounting board or back, 
or the glass. panel or. other transparent sheet 
material used, and to also provide a series of 
horizontal or. transverse bars adjustable verti 
cally or lengthwise on the mounting board or 
back, or upon the transparent facing panel, so 
that the user can provide interior marginal: 
masks for any group of pictures of the same size 
or of different sizes, which is to be mounted in the 
picture'frame. 
,Withthe above and other objects in view the 

invention comprises certain new and useful con 
structions, combinations and arrangements of 
parts, clearly described in the following speci?ca 
tion. and fully illustrated‘ in the drawings, in 
which: 

Fig; 1 is a front elevation of a picture frame, 
illustrating the use of the adjustable *interior 
margin masking strips on the adjacent edges of 
pictures of di?erent sizes, forming a family group. 

Fig. 2 is a similar viewshowing the backing 
board removed from the picture frame. 
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Fig. 3 is a detail sectional view, taken on line ' 
3-3 of Fig. 1, looking in the direction of the 
arrows. 

Fig.‘ 4 is a detail end view of one of the margin 
masking strips. ' 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary plan view thereof. 
Fig. 6 is a plan view, on a reduced scale, of a 

modi?ed backing board. 
Fig. 7 is a longitudinal sectional view thereof. 
Fig. 8 is a "transverse sectional view, taken on 

line 8—8 of Fig. 7, looking in the direction of the 
arrows. 

Referring to the drawings, which illustrate the 
practical embodiment of the invention, it] desig 
nates a metal picture frame, which is shown for 
illustrative purposes, and which may be of any 
construction, but in this case includes frame ' 
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bars 'I I, each of which has an outer metal wall 
[2, a springback ?ange l3, and a decorative fac 
ing ?ange [4, which is inclined so that its inner 
edge Ma thereof will bear against the glass 
or. transparent facing panel [5. , 

The. cardboard or other backing board I6 is 
disposed against the spring back ?anges l3 of 
all of the frame bars‘ ll. Against the inner face 
of this ‘backing board. a decorative background. 
sheet I1. is disposed. _ 
Across the front face of the background sheet 

IT horizontal or transverse marginal masking 
strips l8. and I9 are arranged, and vertical or 
longitudinal margin. masking strips. 20 and 2| 
arealso arranged, at right angles to the strips 
l8-and l9- Eachof these margin masking strips 
is'formed of bright or attractive stiff metal, and 
is made narrow so that it will not dominate the 
view composed of the individual pictures grouped 
upon the backing board, but wide enough to com 
pletely mask the adjacent edges of individual 
pictures or illustrative matter’ arranged on the 
mat or backing board. a. 
Each margin masking metal strip' is formed‘ 

with a struck-out holding prong 22, preferably 
of‘ V-shaped form, which is located near ‘the, 
outer‘ end thereof, and‘each strip has a holding 
prong near each end thereof. These‘prongs 2.2 
are designed to bite into the background sheet I"! 
and the backing board l6, when manually pushed 
in. ‘place. To compensate for the thickness of 
any photograph or picture sheet which may be 
mounted against the background sheet H, the 
outer end portion of each margin masking strip 
is formed with a rearwardly disposed spring bend 
23 and a forwardly disposed reverse spring bend 
24. These bends are disposed so that the second 
named bend 24 will contact the inner side of the 
glass or transparent panel I5, when the picture 
frame is completely assembled, and pressure 
will thus be maintained to hold the prongs of 
the masking strips in the backing board l6, and 
also hold the backing board, the background 
sheet and the photographs in adjusted position, 
so that they will not accidentally shift and pro 
duce an undesirable appearance. The frame 
bars of the picture frame also converge to main 
tain pressure against the contents of the picture 
frame, and to retain all photographs in their 
selected position, but it is found that local pres 
sure on the marginal edges of the photographs, 
maintained by the masking metal strips and, 
their reverse spring bends more effectively aids 
in controlling the position of the photographs, 
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when the frame is handled in the usual manner 
for cleaning or for inspection by visitors. 
In the showings of Figs. 1 and 2, a central pic 

ture 25 is shown, which is that of a bride, with 
an insert of the groom, in the central rectangular 
area 26, bounded by the four crossed masking 
strips. In'the left upper corner area 21 a pic 
ture of a child is shown, in the right upper area 
28 a picture of another child is shown, and in 
the left lower area 29 a picture of a third child 
is shown, and in the right lower area 30 a picture 
of a fourth child is shown. In this way a family 
picture group may be arranged in a single picture 
frame, with the marginal edges of all pictures 
clamped in place. The area 3| between the areas 
21 and 28 may be left vacant, and in a- similar 
manner the intermediate areas 32 and 33 on the 
sides of the picture frame, and the area 34 at 
the bottom thereof, may be left vacant, to give 
contrast to the pictures grouped in the picture 
frame. 
In Figs. 6, 7 and 8, we show a backing board 

35 having a marginal frame 36 mounted thereon 
by adhesive or otherwise; Each bar 31 of the 
frame 36 is outset to form a longitudinal keeper 
edge 31, and the ends of the metal masking strips 
38 and 39 are disposed under these outset keeper 
edges, and are fully adjustable lengthwise and 
crosswise. 
The manner in which the parts of the picture 

are connected together, and the manner in which 
the glass or other transparent panel, and the 
backing board and the masking margin strips are 
held in position, is not a part, of the present in 
vention, and any suitable means may be shown. 

It is understood that our invention may be 
applied to any type of picture frame, whether 
made of metal, wood, plastic, composition or any 
combination of two or more materials, and that 
various changes in the details of construction, 
their combination and arrangement, may be made 
in carrying out the invention, as'de?ned by the 
claims appended hereto. 
Having described our invention, we claim as 

new and patentable: 
1. A backing board for picture frames having 

a plurality of metal strips adjustable across the 
backing board and another plurality of metal 
strips adjustable on the backing board in right 
angular relation to the ?rst plurality of strips, 
each of the metal strips having a prong near the 
end thereof having piercing engagement with the 
backing board. 
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2. A picture frame backing board having a plu 

rality of margin masking metal strips disposed 
lengthwise thereon, the outer ends of said strips 
having lateral prongs embedded in said backing 
board, and a plurality of margin masking metal 
strips disposed at right angles to said ?rst-named 
strips across the same and having lateral prongs 
embedded in said backing board, whereby pic 
tures of different sizes may be secured in differ 
ent positions against said backing board between 
said strips and said board. 

3. A picture frame having connected frame bars 
formed of sheet material, each bar being of 
U-shaped construction to provide a spring back 
ing ?ange and a spring facing ?ange the terminal 
edges of which converge toward each other, a 
transparent panel disposed between the ?anges 
of all bars, a backing board disposed between 
said ?anges behind the panel, a plurality of 
transverse masking strips disposed on the back_ 
ing board and provided with prongs which pene 
trate the backing board and further provided 
with spring bends near said prongs extending 
forwardly and rearwardly thereof to produce 
pressure on the panel and on the backing board, 
and a plurality of longitudinal masking strips 
disposed on the backing board and provided with 
terminal prongs which penetrate the backing 
board and with reverse spring bends which pro 
duce pressure against the panel and the backing 
board, whereby individual photographs may be 
secured between the masking strips and the panel 
and all marginal edges of all photographs con 
cealed by the masking strips and said photo 
graphs clamped to the backing board to resist 
accidental displacement from selected display 
positions. 

GEORGE ROSENBERG. 
LOUIS SPISEIMAN. 
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